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Emmanuel Episcopal Church launches collection
for anti-malarial nets
This Lenten season, Emmanuel Church, in conjunction with
all of the Episcopal churches in Minnesota, launched a
statewide effort to collect donations to support the
purchase of anti-malarial nets to save lives in
Africa.
If successful, this campaign will result in the
collection of nearly $250,000 to purchase just
over 20,000 anti-malarial nets. The collection
will end with an ingathering on Easter Sunday,
April 24.
Deacon Tom Sinning said that “Even though we are a small
community in Alexandria, we see an
opportunity to serve Christ through our
combined efforts in helping stop a
disease that can be prevented with
resources that are readily available.”
“The power of the Episcopal Church in Minnesota lies in our
compassion for all people and our commitment to working
together to solve some of the most important problems
facing our society today,” says the Rt. Rev. Brian N. Prior,
Bishop of the Episcopal Church in Minnesota. “We are
20,000 people of faith taking a stand to bring an end to the
tyranny of malaria in Africa.”
Malaria is a preventable disease that every year results in
the death of approximately 1 million people, mostly children. Treated anti-malarial nets have been shown to be effective at preventing the spread of malaria. Each net can
protect three people for up to 5 years.
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This effort is in support of Episcopal Relief and
Development’s NetsforLife® campaign, which brings
together corporations, foundations, faith-based
organizations and private donors in a collaborative initiative
focused on eliminating malaria in Africa. More information
about the NetsforLife® campaign can be found at: http://
netsforlifeafrica.org/.

Easter Week Services
Wednesday, April 20th-5:30 p.m.—Stations of the Cross led
by JoEllen Doebbert.
Thursday, April 21-5:30 p.m.-Agape Supper
Invite a friend to share this “last supper” meal.
Menu includes: Lebanese Red Lentil Soup
Tabouli (yum. Ed.) Hummus
Feta
Olives
Pita
Communion will be served around the table.
A free will offering will be taken for the
NetsforLife® campaign.
Friday, April 22-Noon-Good Friday Service
In place of a homily, you are invited to share your
reflections on the last words of Christ.

April Events
12-Vestry Meeting-5 pm
17-Palm Sunday
20-Stations of the Cross5:30 pm
21-Maundy Thursday-Agape
Supper with Communion
22-Good Friday-noon:
Reflectons on the
Stations of the Cross
24-Easter Day

April Birthdays
Don Hultstrand
Karen Reicks
Josie Heegaard
Patty denHartog
Kitty Bundy
Bill Heegaard
Avery Sinning
Belvin Doebbert

April Anniversaries
John & Cleone Sherman

Sunday, April 24-10 a.m. Easter Day service.

Address Updates:
Joan Lindall
317 E Lake St
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361
(218) 338-4791

Bible Study to Continue After Easter
Coming up...The Prophets
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Last year, on Good Friday, we tried out sharing short reflections on the seven last words of Christ from the cross. It
went over so well, it seems like a good idea to do it again, especially since so many folks were out of town and thus missed the
experience. We only need a 1-2 page piece, so it won’t take a lot
of time to write. While I would encourage writing straight from
your heart, there are many, many sites on the web that provide
ideas and examples, if you prefer. There’s also plenty of time to
think about this, because the deadline for submitting your
reflection isn’t until Palm Sunday, three weeks from now.
So—how about giving it a go? Please let me know your
willingness to help out, and also your preference (if any) for a
particular “last word” (listed below.) First come, best choice! If
you don’t have a preference, we’ll leave the choice to random
selection.
May seizing this opportunity bring extra fruitfulness to your
experience of Lent this year.
Thank you, blessings,
Kathryn+
Here are the seven saying from the cross:

1. Father forgive them, for they know not what they do (Luke 23:34).
2. Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise (Luke
23:43).

3. Woman, behold your son: behold your mother (John 19:26-27).
4. My God, My God, why have you forsaken me, (Matthew 27:46 and
Mark 15:34).

5. I thirst (John 19:28).
6. It is finished (John 19:30).
7, Father, into your hands I commit my spirit (Luke 23:46).

Stars in our Midst:
Plan on attending The Cotton Patch Gospel at the Quad A Theatre the weekends of April 1st or April 8th. This musical is a
retelling of Jesus’ life set in Gainesville, GA. The music is a mixture of folk and jazz, and our very own Mary Lu Rich sings a duet
as the Mary, the mother of Jesus. Tickets are $15 and show
times are Fridays (April 1st & 8th), and Saturdays (April 2nd &
9th) at 7:30 PM, and Sundays (April 3rd & 10th) at 2 PM.
There is a flier on the bulletin board in the entryway with information and the contact number for the theatre. The cast ranges
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Welcome Christian Sebastian —
baptized at Emmanuel on March
6th:

in age from 12 to their 60s, and you’ll see a few familiar faces,

since all the actors are from the surrounding community.
Connor as Maurice, and Caitlyn as Belle, are in Beauty
and the Beast, the musical, at the Minnewaska HS auditorium this Friday, April 1st at 7 pm, and Sunday, April 3rd
at 2:30 pm. This will be a real treat to see our youth perform in these lead roles.
Tickets can be purchased at the door: $7 for adults, $5
for students.
Photo courtesy of the Pope Co. Tribune.

Add a Little More Jesus to Your Week
As you may have noticed from the bulletin and last month’s newsletter, the format for Open
Church has changed as have the hours. Mary Lu Rich is coming on Wednesdays from 10 AM to
1 PM and Fridays from 2 PM to 5 PM. On Wednesdays, she is offering a Bible Study from
10:30 to Noon, followed by a Morning Prayer service with sermon. On Fridays, she is showing a
film at 2:15 PM and discussing it before the Evening Prayer service at 4:30 PM.
You may have seen the article in the paper, or the announcements on one of the electronic billboards, or even the one on the Hometown Happenings. You may even have heard something on
your local radio station. Open Church has also been advertised at the Library, YMCA, several
churches, and the Tech School. So far, a few members from Emmanuel and a couple locals have
attended a service or one of the events. Hopefully, these numbers will pick up in April. Mary
Lu has been talking to some students at the Tech School, and at least one is planning to attend.
For April, the Bible Study will be the Nicene Creed and perhaps the book of Jude, unless the
group, whoever that might be, decides otherwise. There are a couple of changes to the movie
schedule. Fiddler on the Roof was too long, so A Knight’s Tale has replaced it on April 15th, and
The Passion of the Christ will be shown for Easter Week on April 22nd. The rest of the April
schedule is: April 1st How to Train Your Dragon, PG; April 8th Running on Empty. PG 13, and April
29th Good Boy, PG. A short synopsis can be found under the yellow and pink fliers on the bulletin board in the entryway or on the back door.
If you’ve been thinking about attending, please do so. You’re under no obligation to stay for the
entire 3 hours. In fact, some are coming for just a service or just a film. Mary Lu has enjoyed
putting the services, sermons, and studies together, as well as actually getting to officiate and
preach.
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