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Rev. Sandi Holmberg shares information on 
"total ministry" 

        by JoEllen Doebbert, Sr. Warden 
 
Rev. Sandi Holmberg, the Minnesota Episcopal Church's 
Missioner of Formation, and who travels the state  
sharing information about 'total ministry' and helping 
'total ministry teams' be successful, came to Emmanuel  
on Sunday, May 22nd to talk enlighten us about this 
topic.  I asked Rev. Holmberg to visit Emmanuel and 
share her knowledge with us.  Your vestry is seeking  
information about all of Emmanuel's ministry options. 
 
Simply put, 'total ministry' is where lay people are 
trained to provide the worship needs of a congregation, 
including the celebration of eucharist, preaching, and 
liturgy, among other ministry functions.  Total ministry 
can provide all of the ministry and pastoral needs of a 
congregation, or can be paired with the use of supply 
priests for some worship services and pastoral needs, 
the latter now being called 'shared ministry.'  Rev. 
Holmberg commented that, since the arrival of Bishop 
Prior, more options or 'hybrid' forms of 'shared  
ministry' are now available. 
 
Usually six or more persons from a congregation are  
selected through a process of gifts analysis and  
discernment; this 'team' then undertakes three or more 
years of training, which usually consists of twice-
monthly learning sessions with a priest who serves as 
the team's mentor.  Usually the team is comprised of  
individuals who are interested in serving in one or more 
roles, for example catechist, priest, preacher and team 
administrator, among others, as many as the congregation 
desires and has people with the gifts to serve in such 
roles.  The total ministry team does not replace a 
church's temporal leaders - its wardens and vestry - who 
continue to manage the church's finances and steward its 
resources.  However, one or more team members may serve 
on vestry. 

 
Our next step in 
learning more 
about total or 
shared ministry 
is to see one or 
more teams in  
action.  There 
are a number of 



 

Bible Study continues on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m.  
Pictured here, Laird Barber is 
making a point that it’s helpful 
to know the geography and  
history of the area to better 
understand Isaiah. We have 

found that different versions of the bible, as well as the annota-
tions, create different images. Isaiah is full of poetry, with lots of 
simile  and metaphors. It has been exciting to hear the words  
prophesying the birth of Jesus: Chapter 4:2, “In that day the 
branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of 
the land shall be the pride and glory of the survivors of Israel.” 
Chapter 7:14, “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.  
Behold, a young woman shall conceive and bear a son, and he shall 
call his name Immanuel.” Chapter 11:1, “There shall come forth a 
shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots.” But, as Tom Sinning was fast to point out, only Christians 
believe that these verses prophesy the birth of Jesus.   
   Then in Chapter 9:6, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be 
called ‘Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace,’ ”  was more likely written to celebrate the accession of a 
Judean king, possibly  
Hezekiah. 
   It’s not easy readying, 
but with Laird and Tom to 
help us, we’re trying not be 
as confused as Jesus'  
disciples.   
 
Everyone is welcome, especially your input. 

 

June Events*** 
 

Bible Study Sunday mornings 
at 9:00 a.m. 
 
June 15th, 5:30 p.m.-Vestry 
 
June 25th, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.-
Vestry retreat/strategic 
planning workshop. 
 
Open Church:  
Wednesday mornings, 10:00 
a.m.—1 p.m.—see schedule on 
page 5. 
 

Friday afternoons, 2:00 p.m.-
5:00 p.m., movie followed by 
evening prayer. 
 
Josie Heegaard will be host-
ing guild this month. Watch 
for the date! 

June Birthdays 
 

Connor Doebbert 
 

Josh Sinning 
 

Justin Madsen 
 

Sandy Embry 

June Anniversaries 
 

Bill & Pat Weinman 

total or shared ministry teams in the state, and we will 
have at least one team visit this summer and/or fall.  
Later, if interest continues in this form of ministry, a 
delegation from Emmanuel will visit one or more churches 
to observe a team in its home church.   For more informa-
tion about this topic, Rev. Holmberg provided us with 
some handouts.  Contact me, or Mary Lu during Open 
Church, if you would like a copy, and we will make sure 
you receive them. 

***Friday, June 3—7 pm: Prayer & Praise Service*** 
Followed by s’mores in the meditation garden! 



 

Church Signs—with a 
sense of humor: 
 
Adam blamed Eve 
   Eve blamed the snake 

      And the snake didn’t 
 have a leg to stand on. 
 
Honk if you love Jesus 
Text while driving if you 

want to meet him. 
 

What is missing from  
Ch   ch? 
U   R 
 

You may party in hell 
But you will be the  

barbeque. 
 

There are some questions 
that can’t be answered by 

Google. 
 

Read the Bible 
   It’s user friendly, plus 

we offer tech support here 
on Sundays. 

 
Church Parking 
Trespassers 

Will be Baptized. 
 
 

Soup & Salad at Emmanuel 
 
It all starts here in the 
kitchen! 

 
      Set up was done the day  
      before. 

The salad table looked  
fabulous! 
 

Everyone 
seemed to  
enjoy! 

 

Receipts:  $788 
Expenses: $225  
Net:         $563 

Special thanks to Donna  
Ziegelman for chairing this 
event. 



 

 
Congratulations, DeAnn on your new “helpmate”, Elroy. 
"Roy" is a 2 year old yellow lab. He will assist me in picking up 
dropped items, turning lights off and on as well as pulling doors open 
among other tasks.   
After a two week training session we graduated on May 13th along 
with 11 other teams from Canine Companions in Ohio. 
DeAnn has graciously agreed to give us a detailed write up about her 
experience in next month’s newsletter. Thank you, DeAnn. 
 
 
 

 
A new outreach at Emmanuel is taking place on Mondays for the visually  
impaired. Sponsored by the Minnesota Services for the Blind, classes will be 
held for four hours every Monday, teaching people how to live with blindness. 
Josie Heegaard highly recommended the course, and Edith Kelly’s sister  
Margaret, who, at 90 years old, will be taking the class. 
 
It is so nice to have the church being used for this project. 
 
 

 
 
An excerpt from Mary Lu Rich’s 30 day devotional on being a seed, a sower and a child of promise 
 
In Mary Lu’s “spare time,” she put together this 30 day devotional.  We are blessed to have her in our midst!  
If you would like to have a copy of Mary Lu’s devotional, feel free to email her at anijmaere@live.com.  
 
Day Nineteen 
Read:  Matthew 13:1-32 and Matthew 13:36-43   
 

This chapter in Matthew reveals much about seeds, the sowers of seeds, and the ground where seeds 
are sown. Luckily for us, Jesus explains these parables for us. When Jesus explains the seed that is sown, He 
tells us that the seed is God’s Word. We know that Jesus is God’s Word made flesh. The ground is not soil, but 
hearts. Jesus even describes what these hearts are like.  

You know what? I think that those hearts he describes are not just types of people but also stages in our 
lives. Think about the times when people came to us with Jesus. Did we accept Jesus immediately? Some of us 
didn’t understand Him and rejected Him. Then next time Jesus was presented to us, perhaps something about 
Him intrigued us or ministered to us, and perhaps we even caught fire for Him, briefly. But then something 
happened. Maybe we had a crisis and turned from Him, or maybe we heard something about Him we couldn’t 
accept, or maybe someone in the Church hurt us and we again let go of Him, or maybe something appealed to 
us/was more important to us than Jesus. But finally, we received Him fully. We accepted Him and turned our 



 

lives over to Him.  
When we accept Him, the Holy Spirit comes and lives within us and that tiniest of seeds of the Lord 

blossoms and transforms within us. We become new creatures in Christ and through Him provide life and love 
for many. 

Finally, we learn who the sowers of seeds are. Some seeds are sown by God and some by Satan. If we 
look in our lives, I bet we can see evidence of both seeds. We can also see those two seeds within the Church. 
Some people sow discord and hatred, and they do not follow God’s will. When the time of the Lord comes, 
those who do not truly follow the Lord will be revealed. The Lord knows who love Him and who do not. We 
are the only ones who don’t know the truth about others. We must come to Him now. 

 
The hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth, for such the father seeks to worship Him. John 4.23 
 
 

Open Church in June 
Well, it’s official, summer is on its way! Open Church continues in June. Movies and Evening Prayer ser-
vices will continue on Fridays starting at 2 PM with the service at 4:30 PM. The list of the movies for 
June are at the bottom of the article. 
 
We’re going to break the Wednesday Open Church, 10 AM—1 PM, down into a variety of activities: The 
first Wednesday of each month will be Visiting. If you or someone you know would like a visit and/or 
communion, let me know by emailing me at anijmaere@live.com or calling 763-7093; the second Wednes-
day will be Book Discussion day, and June’s book will be The Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman; The 
third Wednesday will be a study of Women in the Bible, and the fourth Wednesday will be Program/
Presentation day where members of the congregation teach us something. Because we have 5 Wednes-
days in June, we will ask a parishioner to help us learn a 'craft' or do some fun project on June 22 and 
on June 29, JoEllen will do a presentation on creating your legacy.  Stay tuned for more details! For 
those interested in a visit, I’ll need the name, phone number, directions, and a specific time on  
Wednesday for the visit. 
 
We will also do a Prayer and Praise night followed by s’mores one Friday evening at 7 PM June 3rd. A 
couple I met through Open Church will lead the singing, and I’ll do a short homily. Then we’ll mosey out 
to the meditation garden for some s’mores and conversation. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Mary Lu Rich 
 
  June 3rd          Secondhand Lions 
  June 10th        Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian  
  June 17th        The Nativity Story   
  June 24th       Chicken Little 
  July 1st           Chronicles of Narnia: Voyage of the Dawn Treader 


