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Gifts Inventory 

All members and attendees should have received, as part of 
the Stewardship mailing, a Gifts Inventory to complete. Please 
invest the 15 or 20 minutes of time needed to complete the 
questions and mail it back to Emmanuel.  If you have not  
received one, please contact JoEllen at  
eastreno@runestone.net or 320-283-5736.  This is an opportu-
nity for us as a congregation -- and for us individually -- to sort 
out what gifts we have, and to better utilize our gifts.  If we  
enjoy doing something, then that is likely a gift -- if we really 
despise doing something, then that is likely not one of our 
gifts!  This rationale applies in all aspects of our lives.  The  
bible refers to 'spiritual gifts' and you might recall Paul's recita-
tion of gifts in First Corinthians: 
 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there 
are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are va-
rieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 
them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good.  To one is given through the Spirit 
the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by 
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to 
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to an-
other the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  All these 
are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each 
one individually just as the Spirit chooses.  For just as the body 
is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ...  And 
God has appointed in the church first apostles, second proph-
ets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of heal-
ing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of 

tongues. 

The author of the Gifts Inventory summarizes our task this 
way:  "We begin from the premise that everyone has gifts, use-
ful, even necessary to the work of God in and through the 
church.  The second premise is that the gifts we have are not 
the same gifts, that each of us has something different that we 



 

 

December Events 
 

14th-Vestry Meeting-5:30 
 
24th-Christmas Eve Service 
        4 p.m. 
There will be no service on 
Christmas Day, Sunday  
December 25th. 

December Birthdays 
 
 

Tom Sinning 
 
Ginger Rich 
 
Noel Rich 

can offer.  In no way can it be construed that any one gift is better 
than any other gift.  All gifts are precious.  All gifts are needed in 
the life and ministry of the church." 
 

Please help us to begin the process of discerning and, in 
time fulfilling, God's purposes for us at Emmanuel by completing 
the Gifts Inventory and returning it to the church in December.    

 

Stewardship 

It's that time of year.  Everyone should have received their pledge 
cards by now.  Please pray about the amount of your gift to Em-
manuel this year. We would appreciate it if all pledge cards can 
be returned no later than December 31st, so that we can plan our 
budget accordingly, and present it at the annual meeting on the 
4th Sunday in January. If you have not received a pledge card 
and would like one, please contact Wendy Zander @ 320-239-
4348.  

Please keep in mind some of our financial challenges for 2012: 
mold remediation, blacktopping the driveway, and possible hiring 
of a mentor/priest if the congregation chooses to go forward with 
Total Ministry and if a number of individuals come forward to be 
Emmanuel's Total Ministry team.  In that case, there will be some 
added expense:  the cost of hiring a 1/4 time priest to serve as 
the team's mentor (and to help with some of our Sunday services) 
and some instructional materials for the team.  This expense 
would continue for at least three years, while the team is receiv-
ing instruction (kind of like seminary here at home). 

What does it mean to pray for Ministry at Emmanuel? 

Most churches are based on the traditional model of ministry:  a rector is called who (among other 
duties) performs the worship services for the congregation.  Emmanuel has not had its own rector 
since the retirement of Rev. Noel Rich, and we have been relying on supply priests since that time 
for Eucharist usually 3 Sundays each month and on our deacon, Tom Sinning, (and lay people, as 
needed) to perform morning prayer approximately once per month.  Total Ministry, on the other 
hand, involves members of the congregation in all aspects of the life of the church - including the or-
dination of individuals to become priests, preachers, deacons, among other roles.  

Rev. Sandi Holmberg, who works with congregations on Total Ministry, recently quoted author David 
Keller at a recent conference:  

"…[it is] important to acknowledge that the church is not the creation of human beings- in particular, 
it is not created by church leaders.  The Bible is clear that every local faith community and denomi-
nation is a diverse community of persons who have been gathered by the inner and dynamic activity 
of God’s spirit.  We do not create or sustain the church or the ‘kingdom of God.’  We are invited to 
enter a community whose purpose is to make the realm of God tangible in society and to collaborate 
with God’s grace to form an environment whose sole purpose is to manifest God’s presence and 



 

love in its common life.  The simple purpose of the church is to acknowledge that all persons are 
created in the image of God and to form its members so that they may embody the likeness of God 
in their values and manner of life.” (Binding Head and Heart, pp. 177-178) 

Sandi's response to this passage: "That sounds to me like the Ministry of All the Baptized!  That 
sounds to me like transformation of individuals and communities.  That sounds to me like what we 
are doing here in Minnesota Total and Shared Ministry! ...[that] God is using all of us to work out 
God’s purposes in the world of today." 

Of Total Ministry, Sandi says:   "Total or Shared Ministry is a way of enabling the ministry of all the 
baptized. It is based in our theology of Baptism, where we affirm that each baptized Christian is 
called to use their God-given gifts for ministry....I believe what we are doing is part of a larger thing 
that God is doing.  In the last few years there has been considerable talk about [the]... emerging 
church, as well as talk about the Missional Church.  As I read and talk with people, my sense is that 
all of this is part of a broader movement led by the Spirit that is affecting Christian 
churches.  Changes are occurring in the Anglican Communion, as well as in other branches of the 
Christian Church.  I believe what we are doing in Total or Shared Ministry is part of this broader 
movement.  I believe that this is all about transformation initiated by God and led by the Holy Spirit." 
For more, see:  http://ministryofthebaptized.com/, blogpost 9-16-2011. 

Why are we praying about our ministry options, our ministry future at Emmanuel?  If Total 
Ministry is meant for us, then the Spirit will guide us, but we must be open to the work of the 
Spirit.  We must spend time in prayer to hear God's call.  Let us close with the beautiful words of 
David Keller, who reminds us that we, in our faith communities [i.e., at Emmanuel] have been 
"gathered together by the inner and dynamic activity of God's spirit"..."to make the realm of God tan-
gible in society"...[and] "to form its members so that they may embody the likeness of God in their 
values and manner of life."  Amen!                       JoEllen Doebbert, Sr. Warden 
 

Prayer for Mission and Ministry at Emmanuel 
As we consider our future -- and our ministry options (for example, Total Ministry), and what God is 

calling us to do as a congregation (our Mission), please include the following prayer in your daily  
devotions: 

 
Prayer for Mission and Ministry at Emmanuel: 

 
 

Dear God, 
 we offer ourselves, our lives and labors, 

 and the gifts that you have given to each of us, 
 in union with Christ, for the purposes of God.  

Be present with us as we pray to discern your will for us at Emmanuel,  
especially your will for ministry and your will for what  

you are calling Emmanuel to do in Alexandria 
 and in the world. 
 In Jesus name,  

Amen. 
 
 

 



 

Help Those in Need this Christmas 
 

Visits to the Foodshelf from those in need are way up this fall. Your contributions of food or money to 
the Outreach Foodshelf would be most appreciated this month. Emmanuel will be  
accepting nonperishable food items and cash donations or checks made payable to “Outreach 
Foodshelf” December 11th and 18th. 
 
Thanksgiving Feast a Huge Success 
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed,  
making this event so special, starting with Eucharist  
at 5:30 pm. 
Food was plentiful and oh, so good! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit the Jumble Sale for your last minute stocking stuffers!   
New kids’ items have just arrived.  


