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Krueger - It’s a Wonderful Life 
 

On January 22, 2012,  at the annual meeting, Don 
Krueger officially retired as Junior Warden, after serving 61 
years in a variety of roles at Emmanuel. Krueger joined Em-
manuel in 1951 and served as Vestry member for 26 years, 
Treasurer for 29 years, and as Junior Warden for the last 6 
years.  

 

Krueger was born in 1924 in Morristown, MN, near    
Faribault. His father owned the funeral home/furniture store in 
town. Krueger’s dad got him a job as janitor at the Missouri 
Synod Lutheran church for $12 a month.  Although just a kid, 
Krueger took his responsibilities seriously. He graduated from 
high school in 1942 and attended St. Olaf College in Northfield.  

 

Don enlisted in the Navy in 1943. He served in the Navy 
Medical Corps for three and a half years.  Krueger was sta-
tioned on Attu Island, part of the Aleutian Island chain located 
only 90 miles from Russia.  For 22 months, Krueger served at a 
hospital for the 197th Fleet on Attu.  Don was the transferred to 
Washington, D.C. in 1945 and worked at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital 
for the mentally insane. There were about 3,000 WWI veterans 
plus 4,000 veterans from WWII 
housed there. He met the love of 
his life there--Winifred  Rodgers, 
better known as Wini.  She was 
also in the Navy and worked in 
psychodrama at the hospital, 
helping patients to reintroduce 
them to the “normal” world of 
civilian life.  

 

Wini was born and raised 
in North Carolina, and was a 
typical “Southern Belle”. She 
had never been to the northern 
United States. The south was 
segregated then and Krueger was appalled by separate bath-
rooms, etc for whites and “colored” people.  Don and Wini were 
married on August 15, 1946 in North Carolina. The newlyweds 
then settled in Northfield. Krueger was planning to take over his 
father’s funeral home/furniture store business; however, his dad 



told him that small town funeral homes were disappearing so Krueger pondered a career 
change. A friend recommended that Don seek a career in pharmacy so Krueger enrolled at 
NDSU in Fargo. Under the G.I. Bill, he eventually earned a Pharmacy degree in 1951. Since 
the GI Bill paid only $90 a month and the heating bills alone were $100, Krueger worked 30 
hours per week at a drug store in Moorhead. 

 

Don and Wini joined the Fargo Episcopal Church shortly after moving there.  Don 
“volunteered” for a job as usher on only the second Sunday attending services there. After 
graduation, Don started looking for a job. Wini’s criteria was that it had to be in a community 
with an Episcopal church and south of Fargo. After declining an offer in Staples, Krueger     
accepted a job at Rexall Drug in Alexandria. They arrived in Alex on June 1, 1951 and immedi-
ately joined Emmanuel Episcopal Church, located downtown on Fillmore street.  

 

It was a mission church with services about twice a month with only a handful of     
members.  The Krueger’s liked the fact that Emmanuel always planned their services and 
events around family and became close to almost all of their fellow parishioners during church 
and family events.  Emmanuel was an active church with lots of gatherings, including          
successful spaghetti dinners and pancake feeds. Church attendance was up to 30 people. 
Everyone served on Vestry in the early days.  Wini and Josie Heegaard ran the Sunday School 
for many years. 

 

The members of the parish were very close and very generous in contributing to the 
church. Emmanuel had a basketball team for several years with Krueger playing center. They 
played other churches, were in the “Jaycees Follies” league and were quite successful.  Irene 
Halstead was Treasurer then. Krueger helped count the money and take it to the bank across 
the street and eventually succeeded Irene as Treasurer. 

 

The city of Alexandria wanted to buy the church to make the block into a city parking 
lot. They offered $40,000. Emmanuel accepted the bid and purchased land for a new church 
from Knute Nelson, who was given first option if the church ever sold the land. The church had 
a beautiful bell tower that they wanted to take to the new church. When they tried to move it, 
they found the structure was too rotten so just took the bell. They also took all the stained 
glass windows and the fancy old lights, Chuck Bundy was in charge of building the new church 
on 12th and Lake. The wood beams were made in Paynesville. The church was completed in 
1967. On a side note, Bob and Marie Baas were only the second couple to be married in the 
new church. Minnesouri Club was active in the church and many summer members gave   
generously.  

 

Krueger worked for Argyle Peterson in 1951 and eventually became a partner in the 
drug store. Don bought the store when Peterson died in 1965. Krueger remembers his first 
meeting with Argyle. When Peterson asked “do you hunt” Don said “only ducks and pheas-
ants”;  Peterson said fine because he only hunted deer — that way the store could always   
remain open.  In 1982, Krueger started the “unit dose system” at Knute Nelson. He had a great 
relationship with Knute both within the church and his business. Don said he always knew he 
would go to a place owned by Knute Nelson if he had to go to a “home”.   Krueger recently 
moved to Grand Arbor, owned by none other than Knute Nelson.   Krueger sold the store to 
Thrifty White Drug and retired on October 31, 1988.  

 

Don and Wini were good friends with Bill and Josie Heegaard.  Don and Wini had three 
daughters: Debbie, Leslie, and Tracy.  Don’s beloved Wini died of lung cancer in 2003.  He 
fondly recalls asking Wini never to make hot dish because he had eaten so many growing up 
and at Emmanuel. Don feels very blessed with having many great memories of family life and 



at Emmanuel. In his words Krueger says, “Belonging to         
Emmanuel is fun - - - we are a bunch that is like a family. I have 
had a wonderful life” 

 
Don points to his decision to join the Navy as one of his 

best decisions he made.   He saw the country, met many       
different people and got to go to a four-year college.   But his 
best decision was to ask Wini to be his bride. He wonders if   
today’s young people are having the kind of fun he had.  
Krueger has really enjoyed his life. He has a nice place to live; 
loves his church, and his daughters are close by.  

 
Emmanuel Church is very blessed to have Don Krueger 

as a huge supporter, volunteer, and member of the Vestry for 
the last 61 years. Don plans to stay active by getting the mail, counting the money when     
necessary, being consultant to Bob Baas our new Junior Warden, helping clean up the files, 
and just doing about anything else he is asked to do. Words cannot express how thankful and 
blessed Emmanuel Episcopal Church has been to have Don Krueger as a member. 

 
THANK YOU DON!  
 

Don’s motto. He has this sign in his home. 

This article was written by Mark & Karen Reicks from an interview with Don. 



Celebrating the Passion and  Easter Season at Emmanuel: 
 
The Stations of the Cross were performed on Wednesday of Holy Week. Deacon 
Tom Sinning led the service which began with the a capella singing of “Were You 
There When They Crucified My Lord.”  Taking turns reading, the group processed 
through the steps Jesus took on his way to his death. It was a somber, but meaningful 
service. We concluded the service with the last verse of that wonderful hymn...were 
you there when they laid Him in the tomb. 
 

Agape Supper, Maundy Thursday.  
Led by Rev. Linnae Grebb with the meal prepared and 
served by Mary Ann Maamari, we 12 gathered as the 

apostles had 
at their last 
supper with 
Jesus. The 
bread was 
prepared by 
Mary Ann in 
the Orthodox 
tradition, with 

a seal placed on it which contains the words, “Jesus Christ Conqueror,” over which 
prayers are said.  

 
We shared the bread and wine with each other. 
 
Then we shared a meal prepared in the eastern  
orthodox tradition which included a green bean 
stew, served with rice pilaf, bread with oil based 
dips, and for desert there were oranges and  
Mediterranean chocolate. 
 

 
 
 
 

EASTER SUNDAY:   
 
Halleluiah, the Lord has risen:   
 
The Lord has risen indeed, Halleluiah! 



Senior Warden’s Report from Karen Reicks 
The Vestry meeting was held on Wednesday, April 18. 
Bob Baas reported there is a problem with the flat part of the roof in the front of the 
church. There has been some water leaking into the church. (This is the probable cause 
of the paint peeling on the wall on the stairway.) Bob had gotten bids for the  
repair of the roof; the vestry gave their approval to go ahead with this project ASAP. 
When work began on the project, under the watchful eye of our Jr. Warden,  they found 
that there was a lot more damage and more rotted boards than originally expected. An 
emergency meeting of the vestry on April 29 was held, and the additional costs  
approved because you cannot put a new roof on rotten boards It seems like there is  
always a water problem. I sure hope that the quote of “water always wins” is not true in 
the case of our church. 
 
The May 8th Soup and Salad Supper was discussed. Bette is still calling about  
workers. If she has not called you, please get in touch with her if you can work. You 
should have received 10 tickets in the mail. Please make every attempt to sell these  
tickets. 
 
We will once again be doing the I-94 Rest Area Stops on Memorial Day and Labor Day. 
We decided not to do July 4th because it is a Wednesday. Donna Ziegelman  
volunteered to be in charge of the Memorial Day rest stop. We are looking for someone 
to be in charge of the Labor Day rest stop. Please talk to Donna or Karen if you are 
willing to assume this responsibility. This is a project that we have done for many, many 
years; travelers who stop always tell us how much they appreciate the coffee and  
cookies. 
 
Mission Project 2012 is an on-going project of the Diocese. One aspect of the project is to 
build a single-family, energy-efficient home on the White Earth Reservation for Robin 
Smith. The need for housing is great on Indian reservations, which struggle with substan-
dard housing, some of it managed by (HUD), according to 
Robert Two Bulls, missioner for Indian Work and Multicul-
tural Ministry. It is our goal at Emmanuel to furnish at least 
three windows for the house. There are 12 panes of glass 
in these windows and for a donation of $25 per pane, you 
will be helping to buy a window for Robin’s family home. 
 

Robin is a community health representative, a certified 
nursing assistant who helps with a variety of health needs 
in her community. She will move into the house with her 
four children and her partner. Robin’s father Ed will be  
coordinating the project this summer.   
 
If you would like more detailed information, please check 
the website http://episcopalmission.org/ or to view a video,  
http://episcopalstoryproject.org/2012/03/09/why-robin-
needs-a-house/. 



 
   Congratulations to Mary Ann Maameri, the recipient of 
the Jefferson Award in Alexandria. Mary Ann was one of 
15 nominees, one of the 6 finalists.  
   In 1972, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, U.S. Senator 
Robert Taft Jr., and Sam Beard founded the American  
Institute for Public Service, a 501c3 public foundation, to 
establish a Nobel Prize for public and community service.  
   Mary Ann is very involved with United Way, and serves 
on the Mayor’s Committees for Cultural Inclusiveness and 
Arts Advisory. She is also involved with the Salvation Army, Special Olympics and 
the Humane Society. Mary Ann is actively involved with the Diversity Resource  
Action Alliance. We are so fortunate to have her in our midst, even when she is not 
cooking! 



Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
P O Box 231 – 12th & Lake Street,  
Alexandria, Minnesota 56308 

320-763-3201 
Contact us at: episcopal@centrurylink.net 

Visit us on the web: 
www.alexmnepiscopal.org 

 

May, 2012 

5/6/2012 Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant Rev. Charles Preble 

Organist Margaret Kalina 

Lector 1 JoEllen Doebbert 

Lector 2 Edith Kelly 

Altar/Intercsr Karen Reicks 

Usher Edith Kelly 

Coffee Sheila Stanton 

5/13/12 Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant Rev. Dana Emery 

Organist Diane Alveshere 

Lector 1 Edith Kelly 

Lector 2 Bette Wolf 

Altar/Intercsr Edith Kelly 

Usher Bob Baas 

Coffee Mike & Lana Ennis 

5/20/2012 Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant TBD 

Organist Margaret Kalina 

Lector 1 JoEllen Doebbert 

Lector 2 Belvin Doebbert 

Altar/Intercsr Bette Wolf 

Usher Bob Baas 

Coffee Josie & Bill Heegaard 

  

  

5/27/2012 Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant Rev. Charles Preble 

Organist Nancy Anderson 

Lector 1 Karen Reicks 

Lector 2 Mark Reicks 

Altar/Intercsr Mary Sinning 

Usher Mark & Karen Reicks 

Coffee Karen & Mark Reicks 

Important Dates 
 

5/8  Soup & Salad Supper –4:30—7:00 p.m. 
5/16 Vestry Meeting—6:00 p.m. 
5/25 & 5/28  I-94 Rest Stop Outreach 
5/27 Pentecost (Whitsunday) 

Birthdays 
 

Mary Lu Rich 
Laird Barber 
Don Krueger 
Nancy Hanson 
Cleone Sherman 

Anniversaries 
 

Mark & Karen Reicks 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Bishop 
Brian Prior-all clergy serving Emmanuel-Rev. 
Charles Preble—Rev. Glenn Derby—Karen—
John & Cleone Sherman—Riley—Al—Doug & 
Buzzi Rollins—Ted Hill—Mark and Bill—
Donna's brother Ken—military personnel wher-
ever stationed, especially Summer & Andy—
Bob Baas family—Neal—Bill and Josie 
Heegaard—Mike and Lana E.—Pat & Bill  
Weinmann—Peace in Jerusalem—Pray for the 
Anglican Communion—The Transitional  
Housing & Food Shelf—Our friends in Rwanda.  

New email address for Fr. Glenn Derby: 
frderbs@gmail.com       
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“And when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come, they were all with 
one accord in one place. And sud-
denly there came a sound from 
heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled all the house 

where they were sitting. And there 
appeared unto them cloven 

tongues like as of fire, and it sat 
upon each of them. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
And there were dwelling at Jerusa-

lem Jews, devout men, out of 
every nation under heaven. Now 
when this was noised abroad, the 
multitude came together, and were 
confounded, because that every 
man heard them speak in his own 

language.” 
Acts 2:1-6 


