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 The Good News of Easter 
The Rev. Don Hulstrand 

     
  “Behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy”.  Is this not what the angels 
said at the birth of Jesus Christ?  Yet, this 
is not Christmas but Easter.  Yes, but 
when the angels said this they meant that 
his birth was the beginning of the good 
news that would never end.  The Good 

News of his birth is climaxed by the Good News of his 
Resurrection. 
 
     The Gospel, the Good News, is the affirmation that he, 
Christ, and he alone is the Lord of life and destiny.  Let 
us, please, take into account that the Gospel is Good 
News, not merely good advice.  Too many would water 
Christianity down to the inane level of nice thoughts and 
nice advice that one may take seriously or not too 
seriously as one sees fit.  Of such is not the Gospel we 
proclaim today and every day.  The Good News is the 
confession of a singular astonishing fact?  That Jesus 
Christ is alive – now, today; that Jesus Christ who was 
crucified, died, and buried arose from the dead. 
 
     The Resurrection is a physical event and an historical 
event.  (Not just a spiritual “truth of faith” perceived only 
by “spiritual people”).  Our belief in the Resurrection is 
not a result or a fruit of deep faith but the cause of it.  
Christ was not declared risen because pious people 
believed it must be so.  Rather, unbelieving and skeptical 
people were compelled to believe, beyond their wildest 
imaginings, because they were actually and 
astonishingly confronted by the physical Christ who was 
raised from the dead. 
 
     The Good News, the Christian Gospel, is not based 
upon the speculative ideas of philosophers, but rather 
upon what did actually happen on this globe, the earth, 
in the first century A.D., near Jerusalem in Palestine.  
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The Good News is so true that it is still true if you and I had no faith at all.  We do 
not proclaim a faith in a resurrection, or in any general principle of resurrection – 
we proclaim the actual Resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
     This is what really counts because we do not have to put our shaky hope on 
some mere wishful thought that we have it in ourselves to survive death.  We put 
our wholehearted trust in Jesus Christ our Lord who we know has the power 
over death.  By the resurrection he is proven to be the very author of life, none 
other than the Lord God Himself.  If we are in him and he is in us we are already 
in eternity with him.  He is leading us home. 
 
 
Alleluia!  
The Lord is Risen! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Senior Warden Report 
Karen Reicks 

 

Our annual Soup and Salad Supper will be held on May 14.  This is a major 
fund raiser and a time when we as a congregation can work together and have fun.  
We are still looking for help. We need a general chairperson, someone to be in charge 
of advertising and tickets, and someone to be in charge of scheduling workers. If you 
are willing to take on any of these important rolls, please contact Karen at 320-859-
2452. 

Rev. Sandi Holmberg will be here on Sunday, April 7.  During coffee hour, she will 
meet with people who have been nominated for roles in Total Ministry. She will detail 
the training involved and will answer any questions.   Please make every effort to be 
there. 

On Sunday, April 14, Sandi will be with us again.  She will meet with the probable 
mentors for Total Ministry.  Everyone who has accepted the call to train for a role in 
Total Ministry should also plan to attend.  If you have any question about either of 
these meetings with Sandi, please call Karen. 

He is risen indeed. 
Alleluia! 

Check out the tract rack for Easter readings.  An especially good one is the booklet on 
the 50 days of Easter. 



.Why We Do the Things We Do 
Why do we sing the hymns we sing? 
 
The primary purpose of church is the worship of God through Jesus Christ. In the 
Episcopal church we do this through our worship service of liturgy and music. 
 
Believe it or not, hymn selection is not a random process.  
With the help of the  Episcopal Musicians Handbook, Tim 
Johnson and Wendy Zander select the hymns.  According to 
the preface, “Hymns in most cases carry the themes of the 
gospel, lessons or collect.  Hymns appropriate to the season 
are also included as are hymns for the morning, Sundays 
and Eucharist.”  Our first criteria is to look at hymns with a    

diamond because it “indicates texts particularly 
appropriate to the lections for the day.” 

In cases where the hymns are unfamiliar, the selections are 
made from within the same category.  Using the lectionary 
inserts, the hymn picked would be as close to the theme of 
the readings as possible.  If that fails, then hymns are picked 
from General Hymns.   
 
Many of you have favorites that you would like to have sung. Please 
give Tim or Wendy a list of these, so they can be drawn on when 
we have an option to use one. 
 
We would also like to expand our repertoire of familiar hymns, not 
to replace old favorites nor to replace the hymns that we are singing 
now, but rather to follow the lectionary thereby adding to 
and enhancing our service music.  Therefore, beginning April 7, we 
will be introducing hymn #432,  “O praise ye the Lord!”  We chose 
this one because it is such a great Episcopal hymn!!  
 
Tim found this information at http://cyberhymnal.org/: The hymn “O 
Praise Ye the Lord” was composed by Henry Williams Baker who 
was born in 1821 in Surrey, England.  He attended Trinity College 
at Cambridge and was ordained in 1844.  Baker spent most of his 

life as Vicar of Monkland Priory Church in Herefordshire, England and was editor-in-chief of the 
Anglican “Hymns Ancient and Modern” to which he contributed hymns, tunes, and translations.  
This historic hymnal sold 60 million copies.  The tune for this hymn is entitled “Laudate 
Dominum” which translated from Latin to English is “Praise the Lord”.  It was composed by 
Charles Hubert Hastings Parry who was born in 1848 in Bournemouth, England.  Parry earned 
a Bachelor’s of Music at Eton and went on to compose a wide variety of works.  He rose to be 
the second director of the Royal College of Music and published several books on the subject 
of music.  He was knighted in 1898 and made a baronet in 1903.   

 
Before the service begins on April 7th, Margaret will play the melody. Then the congregation 
will sing the first verse with just the melody, and finally the first verse with full accompaniment. 
The hymn will be sung again at the offertory, and will be sung every Sunday in April.  Let us 
make a joyful noise! 

<
>

 



PARISH POT LUCK 

APRIL 21st, 2013 
FOLLOWING THE WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

WITH FREE WILL OFFERING BENEFITING THE 

ORGAN REBUILDING FUND 

 

 

BRING A DISH, BRING A FRIEND,  

LET’S HAVE SOME FUN 

 
 

AND REMEMBER THIS IS A BENEFIT FOR THE 

ORGAN REBUILDING FUND 

 

BE AN “ORGAN” DONOR 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 

Emmanuel will be holding a summer concert series for the benefit of the 

organ fund. 

  July 21st—Mikko Cowdry Songfest of hymns and gospel music 

 

  August 11th—Christian Zamora in a solo violin recital 

  Christian is associate concertmaster with the South Dakota 

  Symphony Orchestra 



REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS (please take this list home and use as a daily 

prayer list):    Bishop Brian Prior - All clergy serving Emmanuel  - Mission 
Project 2013 -  The Organ rebuilding project - John & Cleone Sherman - 
Doug & Buzzi Rollins  -  Riley -  Bill & Josie Heegaard -  Mike & Lana En-
nis -  Donna's brother Ken – Mike & Lana’s daughter Nicki -   Pat Wein-
mann - Linnae’s sister Linda - Military personnel, especially  Andy -- The 
Food Shelf - Peace in the world - The future of the Episcopal Church - Our 
friends in Rwanda - The people of Ziwa and the Rift Valley  

Connor Does it Again 

You missed a great event if you didn’t 
get to see Connor Doebbert as Willy 
Wonka at the Minnewaska High School 
production of Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory.  I know there were a 
lot of Emmanuel people there.  Here’s 
what Lee Paulson, a former teacher from 
Glenwood wrote in the Tribune: 

“A standout performance was given by 
Connor Doebbert,  who displays total 
command of the stage, illuminating his 
every scene with consummate acting 
and singing ability. His parents have 
nurtured his innate talents from the time 
he was a small child, and the payoff is 
now considerable.  For several years 
Connor sang with the St. John’s boys 
choir, so his voice has a maturity beyond 
his years. It is a sheer pleasure to watch 
the nuance of his every gesture as he 
narrates the story for the other players to 
enact.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Connor as Willy Wonka, with his parents 
Belvin & JoEllen Doebbert. 

Palm Sunday at Emmanuel included the 
children distributing the palms and 
ushering. They also 
led the procession 
of the palms. 

The children 
then went 
downstairs and 
made palm 
crosses and 
bookmarks. 



Lectionary Readings for April: 
 
April 7 Second Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 5:27-32 
Psalm 118:14-29  
or Psalm 150 
Revelation 1:4-8 
John 20:19-31 
 
April 14 Third Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) 
Psalm 30 
Revelation 5:11-14 
John 21:1-19 
 
April 21 Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 
Acts 9:36-43 
Psalm 23 
Revelation 7:9-17 
John 10:22-30 
 
April 28 Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 11:1-18 
Psalm 148 
Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 
 

Hallelujah, the Lord is Risen! 
He is risen indeed. Halleluhah! 

EASTER  
Or Pascha in the Eastern Ordthodox 

tradition 
Easter is a movable feast, meaning it is not 
fixed in relation to the civil calendar. The First 
Council of Nicaea (325) established the date 
of Easter as the first Sunday after the full 
moon following the March equinox. 
Ecclesiastically, the equinox is reckoned to 
be on 21 March (even though the equinox 
occurs, astronomically speaking, on 20 March 
in most years), and the "Full Moon" is not 
necessarily the astronomically correct date. 
The date of Easter therefore varies between 
22 March and 25 April. Eastern Christianity 
calculations on the Julian calendar whose 21 
March corresponds, during the 21st century, 
to 3 April in the Gregorian calendar, in which 
the celebration of Easter therefore varies 
between 4 April and 8 May.  
 

Easter is linked to the Jewish Passover and 
Exodus from Egypt recorded in the Old 
Testament through the last supper and 
crucifixion that preceded the resurrection. 
According to the New Testament, Jesus gave 
the Passover meal a new meaning, as he 
prepared himself and his disciples for his 
death in the upper room  during the Last 
Supper. He identified the matzah and cup of 
wine as his body soon to be sacrificed and 
his blood soon to be shed.  
 

Christians of Jewish origin were the first to 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. Since the 
date of the resurrection was close to the 
timing of Passover, they likely celebrated the 
resurrection as a new facet of the Passover 
festival. 
 

The ecclesiastical historian Socrates 
Scholasticus  attributes the observance of 
Easter by the church to the perpetuation of its 
custom, "just as many other customs have 
been established," stating that neither Jesus 
nor his Apostles enjoined the keeping of this 
or any other festival. Although he describes 
the details of the Easter celebration as 
deriving from local custom, he insists the 
feast itself is universally observed.  
 

Source: Wikipedia 
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Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
       

P O Box 231 – 12
th
 & Lake Street,  

Alexandria, Minnesota 56308 
320-763-3201 

Contact us at: episcopal@centrurylink.net 
Visit us on the web: 

www.alexmnepiscopal.org 
 
 

April 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates 
 

4/18   Vestry Meeting  5:00 p.m.  
4/21    Parish Pot Luck 

Anniversaries 
 

John & Cleone Sherman 
Mike & Amanda Baas 

Birthdays 
 

Trappier Botz 
Don Hultstrand 
Karen Reicks 
Josie Heegaard 
Patty DenHartog 
Kitty Bundy 
Bill Heegaard 
Avery Sinning 
Belvin Doebbert 

April 7 Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant Rev. Charles Preble 

Organist Margaret Kalina 

Lector 1 JoEllen Doebbert 

Lector 2 Belvin Doebbert 

Altar/Intrcsr Edith Kelly 

Usher JoEllen/Belvin Doebbert 

Coffee Karen & Mark Reicks 

Godly Play Verlie/ 

April 14 Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant Rev. Glenn Derby 

Organist Laurie Krueger 

Lector 1 Mark Reicks 

Lector 2 Karen Reicks 

Altar/Intrcsr Bette Wolf 

Usher Karen/Mark Reicks 

Coffee Edith Kelly 

Godly Play Verlie/Alison 

April 21 Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant Rev. Charles Preble 

Organist Margaret Kalina 

Lector 1 Edith Kelly 

Lector 2 Laird Barber 

Altar/Intrcsr Mary Sinning 

Usher Edith Kelly 

Coffee Bette Wolf/Pot Luck 

Godly Play Verlie/Mark 

April 28 Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant Rev. Glenn Derby 

Organist Nancy Anderson 

Lector 1 JoEllen Doebbert 

Lector 2 Alison Derby 

Altar/intrcsr Karen Reicks 

Usher Tim Johnson/Mark Reicks 

Coffee Tom & Mary Sinning 

Godly Play Verlie/Wendy 
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Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
P O Box 231 
Alexandria, MN 56308 
 
 
Address service requested 

 

 

Happy Easter! 


