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 Contact us: 
Emmanuel Episcopal 

Church 
P O Box 231 

12
th
 Avenue and Lake Street 
Alexandria, MN 56308 

320-763-3201 

Sunday Service: 10 a.m. 
Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study:  9 a.m. 

 

Pastoral Care: Contact 
 Tom Sinning, Deacon, or 
 Edith Kelly 
 

Support Staff 
DeAnn Runge, email: 

 episcopal@centurylink.net 
 

Newsletter: Wendy Zander 
wendyjzander@hcinet.net 

 

Godly Play Director/Teacher: 
 Verlie Sinning 

verlieb@nnbnet.com 

 

Vestry: 
Karen Reicks     Sr. Warden (‘14) 
Mark Reicks    Jr. Warden (‘15) 
Wendy Zander    Treasurer (‘15) 
Sheila Stanton     (‘15) 
Tim Johnson       (‘14) 
Wendy Zander    (‘14) 
Betty Wolf            (‘15) 
 
 
Delegates to Region and 

Convention: 
Rev. Tom Sinning,  Deacon 
Laird Barber 
Alternate: Mary Sinning 

The Gospel for Sunday, Oct. 27th:  Luke 18:9-24 
 

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 

were righteous and regarded others with contempt: "Two men went up 

to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 

Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, `God, I thank you 

that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even 

like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my 

income.' But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look 

up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, `God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner!' I tell you, this man went down to his home 

justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted."  
 

Today we have the story of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 
both coming to the Temple to pray. The Pharisee compares 
himself with the tax collector, and is full of self righteousness. 
The tax collector, won’t even look up, filled with shame. At the 
end of the story Jesus asks who went away justified? Of 
course the answer is the tax collector. Jesus shows us two 
ways of coming before God: filled with one self or filled with self 
contempt.  
 
After reading over this gospel for many years now, I think there 
is something missing, something not said that should be said. 
What came to my mind was a poem called “Love” by George 
Herbert. It was written in the early seventeenth century about 
four hundred years ago. Herbert was a poet and Anglican 
priest. 
 
Love 
 
LOVE bade me welcome; yet my soul drew back, 
  Guilty of dust and sin. 
 But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 
 From my first entrance in, 
 Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 
         If I lack'd anything. 
  
 A guest,' I answer'd, 'worthy to be here:' 
 Love said, 'You shall be he.' 
 'I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, 
  I cannot look on Thee.' 
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 Love took my hand and smiling did reply, 
  'Who made the eyes but I?' 
  
 'Truth, Lord; but I have marr'd them: let my shame 
  Go where it doth deserve.' 
 'And know you not,' says Love, 'Who bore the blame?' 
   'My dear, then I will serve.' 
 'You must sit down,' says Love, 'and taste my meat.' 
  So I did sit and eat. 
 
The poem describes love as welcoming, reaching out, touching the person, speaking to the 
sense of unworthiness, but always drawing closer, and, in the end has the person, sit and be 
served by love, and in the end allows love to feed the soul. 
 
Always it is what Herbert calls “quick-eyed” love. God’s love is “quick-eyed love”. It is quick-
eyed love that not only calls us, but comes to us and says, “You are welcome.” In our spiritual 
journey what we need to see is God’s quick-eyed love. Herbert saw that it is not our deeds, or 
even our misdeeds, that are central; it is God’s quick-eyed love for us. This is the root and 
foundation of our life in God. This is the base which we need to know. 
 
It is this “quick-eyed” love which calls us to this Eucharist to be fed, to be served by God, 
and in turn, when we leave the Temple, fed by this love, we are to attend others with a quick-
eyed love.  
 
On Thursday this week I was at the check-out in our local super market, and I noticed, the 
clerk, who greets each person with friendliness and helpfulness. She looked kind of down, 
and I said to her, You look sad. Her eyes began to tear up. I asked her what happened. Then 
the tears really came, and she said, “It’s Beth, you know the dark haired clerk, she died. Beth 
was the best. She made us all happy. Now she’s gone. Thank you for asking.” I was teared 
up to. I said, I am so sorry, I know you’ll miss Beth. Thank you for telling me.”  
 
As I carried out my groceries, all I could say was, “Thank you, Quick-Eyed love.” I think God 
seldom asks of us heroics, but does ask for us to be a people of quick-eyed love. 
 

The Rev. Charles Preble 
 

 
 

 
What the world needs now is love sweet love, 
It*s the only thing that there*s just too little of. 
What the world needs now is love sweet love, 

no not just for some but for everyone.  
by Jackie DeShannon. From Forrest Gump  

http://www.stlyrics.com/f/forrestgump.htm


Senior Warden Report – Karen Reicks 

Great Thanksgiving Feast - Wednesday, November 20 
There will be Holy Eucharist starting at 5:30 p.m. with Linnae Hegg as celebrant. Our yearly 
Thanksgiving Feast will immediately follow the service at about 6:30. This is a wonderful event 
that you are welcome to invite family and friends to attend.  The turkey and gravy will be 
catered; but there will be a wide variety of side dishes, including homemade mashed potatoes 
and dressing. If you will be inviting more than your immediate family, please let Karen know so 
that we can plan accordingly.  There is a sign-up sheet to indicate what you will be bringing. If 
you are not able to be in church on Nov. 3 or Nov. 10, please contact Karen or Edith. 

 
 
 
 
 



All Saints’ Day 

All Saints' Day (also known as All 
Hallows, Solemnity of All Saints, or The 
Feast of All Saints) is a solemnity 
celebrated on 1 November by parts of 
Western Christianity, and on the first 
Sunday after Pentecost in Eastern 
Christianity, in honor of all the saints, 
known and unknown. All Saints' Day is the 
second day of Hallowmas, and begins at 
sunrise on the 1st of November and 
finishes at sundown on the 1st of 
November. It is the day before All Souls’ 
Day. 

In Western Christian theology, the day 
commemorates all those who have attained 
the beatific vision in Heaven. It is national 
holiday in many historically Catholic 
countries. In the Catholic Church and many 
Anglican churches, the next day specifically 
commemorates the departed faithful who 
have not yet been purified and reached 
heaven. Christians who celebrate All 
Saints' Day and All Souls' Day do so in the 
fundamental belief that there is a prayerful 
spiritual bond between those in heaven (the 
‘Church triumphant’), and the living (the 
‘Church militant’). 
 
The feast of All Saints achieved great 
prominence in the ninth century, in the 
reign of the Byzantine Emperor, Leo VI “the 
Wise”  (886–911). His wife, Empress 
Theophano—commemorated on 16 
December—lived a devout life. After her 
death in 893,husband built a church, 
intending to dedicate it to her. When he 
was forbidden to do so, he decided to 
dedicate it to "All Saints", so that if his wife 
were in fact one of the righteous, she would 
also be honored. According to tradition, it 
was Leo who expanded the feast from a 
commemoration of All Martyrs to a general 
commemoration of All Saints, whether 
martyrs or not. 

 

The feast of All Saints, on its current date, is 
traced to the foundation by Pope Gregory III 
(731–741) of an oratory in St. Peter’s for the 
relics "of the holy apostles and of all saints, 
martyrs and confessors, of all the just made 
perfect who are at rest throughout the 
world", with the day moved to 1 November.  

A November festival of all the saints was 
already widely celebrated on 1 November in 
the days of Charlemagne. It was made a 
day of obligation throughout theFrankish 
empire in 835, by a decree of Louis the 
Pious, issued "at the instance of Pope 
Gregory IV and with the assent of all the 
bishops", which confirmed its celebration on 
1 November.  

The festival was retained after the 
Reformation in the calendar of the Anglican 
Church and in many Lutheran churches. In 
the Church of England it may be celebrated 
either on 1 November or on the Sunday 
between 30 October and 5 November.  

Source:  Wikipedia 

 

 

Be sure to write your plans in pencil, 

because God has the eraser. 

Painting by Fra Angelico  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Saints%27_Day#cite_note-3


 Hymn of the Month for November, 2013 
Tim Johnson 

 
#379 “God is Love, Let Heaven Adore Him” 
 
Words:  Timothy Rees (1874-1939) 
Hymn Tune:  Abbot’s Leigh, Melody: Cyril 
Vincent Taylor (1907-1991) 
 
The Hymn of the Month for November is 
another very traditional selection within the 
Episcopal Church.  Therefore, it came as 
somewhat of a surprise that its stately 
melody, “Abbot’s Leigh”, did not originate 
during the Oxford Movement of the late 
1800’s as is often the case with other 
hymns of this style.  Rather, the tune was 
composed in the middle of the 20

th
 Century. 

Timothy Rees, the composer of the text to 
this hymn, was ordained a Deacon within 
the Church of England in 1897 and a priest 
one year later.  He also pursued a monastic 
vocation at the Community of the 
Resurrection in Yorkshire.  This is an 
Anglican community for men that has 
approximately 20 members to this day.  As 
with most Anglican religious orders, it had 
its beginnings during the Oxford movement 
and is dedicated to the mystery of Christ’s 
resurrection.  When he became the Bishop 
of Llandaff in 1931, he was the first 
member of a religious community to be 
appointed to this position in a Welsh See in 
three centuries.  When he passed away in 
1939, “God is Love, Let Heaven Adore 
Him” was one of seven hymns of his own 
composition found among his papers and 
was one of two of his hymns sung at his 
funeral. 

The story behind the tune “Abbot’s Leigh” is 
perhaps the most interesting aspect of this 
hymn.  As stated earlier, this melody is 
newer than many in our hymnal having mid
-twentieth century origins.  Cyril Vincent 
Taylor was born the son of a Church of 
England priest in Lancaster, England.  
Having been educated at Oxford University, 
he himself was ordained to the priesthood 

and became the presenter (a cleric who 
leads the choral services of a church or 
cathedral) of Bristol Cathedral and eventually 
Salisbury Cathedral.  During World War II, he 
became the producer for BBC’s Religious 
Broadcasting.  Up to this time, “God is Love, 
Let Heaven Adore Him” had been sung to 
the tune “Austria” (This tune is prescribed to 
#522 in The Hymnal 1982 and many of us 
associate it with “Glorious Things of Thee are 
spoken”).  Taylor received numerous 
complaints from the British public regarding 
the use of this tune as it was the melody of 
the Austrian Hymn which Germany had 
adopted as the music for their national 
anthem.  Therefore, he composed the tune 
“Abbot’s Leigh”, taking the title from the place 
where he was stationed during the war.  
Interestingly, this tune is now often regarded 
as the “Rule Britannia” of English hymns! 
 
Sources: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timothy_Rees 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Community_of_the_Resurrection 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Anglican_religious_order 

http://books.google.com/books?
id=GYXGWLfYh-
IC&pg=PA703&lpg=PA703&dq=timothy+rees 

http://www.hymnary.org/person/Taylor_CV 

http://www.hymnary.org/tune/
abbots_leigh_taylor 
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Lectionary Readings for November: 
 

Nov. 3 Twenty Fourth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
 

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Psalm 119:137-144 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 
Luke 19:1-10  
 
Nov. 10 Twenty Fifth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
 

Haggai 1:15b-2:9 
Psalm 145:1-5, 18-21  
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
Luke 20:27-38   
 
Nov. 17 Twenty Sixth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
 
Isaiah 65:17-25 
Canticle 9 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Luke 21:5-19  
 
Nov. 24 Twenty Seventh Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 
Joel 2:23-32 
Psalm 65  
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Luke 18:9-14  
 
News and Notes: 
 
 
On October 20th, we were blessed with a 
visit from Caitlyn Parsons, wearing a 
medical boot for a broken foot.  She is still 
in school up in Duluth, says it is hard, but 
fun.  She reports that the family is all well, 
and that Colin is just a tad taller than she 
is. 
 

Remember in Your Prayers  
(please use as a prayer list):   
All clergy serving Emmanuel, 
especially Charles, Linnae and 
Tom-Bishop Brian Prior - 
JoEllen’s father Al - Edith’s 
daughter Dana - the family of Rev. Glenn 
Derby, especially Alison - Bette Wolf - 
John & Cleone Sherman - Bill & Josie 
Heegaard - Mark’s sister-in-law Shari - 
Pat Weinmann - the Food Shelf - the 
Organ Repair Project - The Total Ministry 
Team - Peace in the World - Military 
Personnel - the future of the Episcopal 
Church - the people of Ziwa and the Rift 
Valley  

 
A message from the Hultstrands: 
 
Don and I are doing very well with the 
exception of another bout of diverticulitis 
for me.  He's working hard to regain his 
strength even been going to physical 
therapy for back   problems.  We just had 
a visit from Chris and Becky Worley from 
Alexandria.  Lovely to see "home 
folks".  Don is in the process of 
scheduling Episcopal visitations for 2014 
on behalf of the Bishop of the Diocese of 
Upper South Carolina.  So - he's back in 
business!. 
  
Love to all,  Ann  
 
Some changes: 
 
Bette Wolf:  Briarcliff Manor, 115 East 
Ave., #123, Mahtomedi, MN 55115 
Phone:  651-426-1918   
email: Bwolfden@gmail.com 
 
Cleone & John Sherman: email  
cleones@charter.net 
 
Wendy Zander: cell phone: 320-334-1132 
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Important Dates 
 

Nov 9 -  Total Ministry Team - 9 a.m. 
Nov 20 - Great Thanksgiving Feast 
   Service at 5:30 p.m. followed by dinner 
Nov 21 -  Vestry Meeting  5 p.m. 

Birthdays 
 

John Sherman 
Gordon Ziegelman 
Mary Sinning 

Nov. 3 Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant The Rev. Linnae Hegg 

Organist Virginia Hegre 

Lector 1 JoEllen Doebbert 

Lector 2 Belvin Doebbert 

Altar/Intrcsr Mary Sinning 

Usher JoEllen & Belvin Doebbert 

Coffee Donna B & Wendy Z 

Nov. 10 Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant The Rev. Gretchen Pickeral 

Organist Nancy Anderson 

Lector 1 Edith Kelly 

Lector 2 Karen Reicks 

Altar/Intrcsr Karen Reicks 

Usher Karen & Mark Reicks 

Coffee Alison Bakkum 

Nov. 17 Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant The Rev. Charles Preble 

Organist Margaret Kalina 

Lector 1 Mark Reicks 

Lector 2 Laird Barber 

Altar/intrcsr Edith Kelly 

Usher Edith Kelly 

Coffee Rachael S & Verlie S 

Nov. 20 Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant The Rev. Linnae Hegg 

Organist Nancy Anderson 

Lector 1 Karen Reicks 

Lector 2 Edith Kelly 

Altar/Intrcsr Mary Sinning 

     The Great  Thanksgiving Feast 

Nov. 24 Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant The Rev. Charles Preble 

Organist Nancy Anderson 

Lector 1 Wendy Zander 

Lector 2 Laird Barber 

Altar/Intrcsr Karen Reicks 

Usher Tim Johnson 

Coffee Mary & Tom Sinning 

Anniversaries 
 

Belvin & JoEllen Doebbert 
Dave & Nancy Anderson 

Visit us on the web: 
ww.alexmnepiscopal.org 
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Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
P O Box 231 
Alexandria, MN 56308 
 
 
Address service requested 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back ! 
 

And don’t forget the  

Great Thanksgiving Feast 
Wednesday, Nov. 20th 


