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A Message from Belvin Doebbert:
"Is a democracy capable of seeking redemption for
the collective sins of its citizens?" This is a question
with which I find myself wrestling as we enter 2014.
I find no small amount of guidance in the life and
person of The Rt . Rev. Henry Benjamin Whipple.
I offer for your edification, some brief background
about Whipple, and about the reasons for my
recent intense interest in the man:
Some of you know that I have been given the opportunity to confront
my own mortality on more than one occasion during the past several
years. Have emerged from those experiences with a profound sense
of gratitude and a clearer sense of purpose. Oddly, a part of that
sense of purpose has been a compulsion to fulfill a dream that I have
long entertained. It has to do with building a steam launch: A boat
from Whipples time.
As a real estate attorney, I have long known that Lake Minnewaska
was once named Lake Whipple. When searching for a name for my
boat, the name "Whipple" came to me in a flash. In furtherance of
this concept, I have attempted to learn what I can about Henry
Whipple and his relation to the culture of the Minnewaska valley in
his time, and his relation to the development of transportation in the
area. Here is some of what I have learned:
Pope County was mapped out in1862. Prior to this time, all those
living in the area were true natives, and were Dakota in origin. The
Dakota - Ojibway “boundary” established by the “Prairie du Chien”
treaty of 1825, and the number and nature of ceremonial and burial
grounds reveal that the Minnewaska valley was long a special and
permanent dwelling place for Dakota. Although evidence of the exact
nature of the pre-settlement Dakota culture within the Minnewaska
valley is somewhat limited, what we do have invites the conclusion
that the valley was home to a sizeable community and that it was of
significant spiritual importance. It is now well established that burial
mounds and ceremonial areas of the number(45+) and type found in
the Minnewaska valley are conclusive evidence of permanent
settlement of the often nomadic Dakota peoples.
A brief attempt at settlement of Pope County was suspended when
the Dakota Conflict began on August 17, 1862. After the war, the
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US Army established Fort Wadsworth (later Fort Sisseton) as a post from which to administer
treaty obligations with the relocated Minnesota Wahpeton and Sisseton bands of Dakota, and
as a platform from which to conduct operations in the “Indian Wars” continuing in the Dakota
Territory to our West. Access to this fort from Fort Snelling was had by means of the
“Wadsworth Trail” which extended due West from Sauk Centre, through Pope County to
Sisseton.
Bishop Whipple arrived in Minnesota in the fall of 1859. According to his fellow clergy, he was
called “Straight Tongue” by native populations. The term was likely translated from the Dakota
phrase “Owotanna Wohdaka” which more literally means “straight talker.” His actions in
relation to the Dakota conflict of 1862 illustrate that the name was well earned. Whipple was
personally acquainted with President Lincoln and tried to warn him of a brewing conflict well
before it erupted. Following the conflict, 303 Dakota were charged with capital offenses, many
on the thinnest of evidence. Whipple again communicated with the President. As a
consequence, Lincoln personally reviewed the evidence and commuted the sentences of all
those charged with the exception of 38 appearing to have the most blood on their hands.
Whipple’s attempts to avoid war, promote justice, and aid in reconstruction following the
conflict were “rewarded” by having the “White Bear Lake” renamed “Lake Whipple.” In the
continuing social and political aftermath of the conflict, however, Whipple’s contributions to
peace were not universally appreciated, and in 1883 the name of the lake was again changed this time to “Minnewaska.”
There is no doubt that Whipple was personally familiar with the lake and its surroundings.
Faced with rampant corruption in the administration of treaty obligations and other “Indian”
programs, Congress, in 1866, appropriated $45,000 directly to Bishop Whipple to be used for
the benefit of the “Sisseton” and “Wahpeton” Dakota who had been relocated to the Eastern
part of the Dakota Territory. He administered these programs from Fort Wadsworth (Sisseton)
and in doing so made frequent travels through the area. He continued to do so until Fort
Wadsworth was closed more than two decades later, and on one occasion, nearly lost his life
in a blizzard in the process.
There was no train service available west of Sauk Centre prior to November, 1883. But,
starting in 1880, (and perhaps earlier) there was an alternative to land travel: A small steam
launch sailed the lake. This option would have reduced Whipple’s travel time through Pope
County by the better part of a day. Given that Whipple is known to have enjoyed the company
of dock workers while traveling by steamer along the Mississippi, and to have actually studied
steam engine design, operation and maintenance in Chicago before he came to Minnesota, it
is unimaginable that he would not have taken advantage of an available steam powered
vessel.
Whipple also left a permanent mark on the settlements that grew in Pope and Douglas
Counties. He personally approved construction of Zion Episcopal Church in Reno Township
on the current “Lake Ann Cemetery” site, and, later, Emmanuel in Alexandria and St Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Glenwood. He personally conducted the consecration of each of these
houses of worship.
By all indications, Whipple was a man who was “larger than life.” But he was only a man, and
had human limitations. I do not deify the man nor suggest that practice to any other. Yet the
more I learn about him as a person, the more I am inspired by his cultural openness and his
sense of Christian purpose, and the more I aspire to walk in his path.

Bishop Whipple was a stellar exception in a time when almost everyone in a position of
authority seemed shamelessly self-serving. This was true from the awesome wartime power of
the White House down through the limited authority of the lowliest local public servant.
I am not alone in my admiration of the man. Indeed, am in some rather impressive company. I
cannot think of higher praise to be given to you living human being then was penned by
William Folwell, the first president the University of Minnesota and Whipple’s contemporary. Of
Whipple, he had this to say:
"He loved all men. He feared no man." In my estimation, there can be no higher praise for a
servant of Christ.

Senior Warden Report
In the last two years, we have had to cancel services twice due to extremely poor weather.
When we decide to cancel services, we do not do it without considerable thought. The supply
priest, Tom, any available members of the Vestry, and I decide what is the best and safest
choice. After making the decision, the next problem is letting everyone know.
On December 29, 2013, we decided to cancel because of the weather forecast which
included a blizzard warning and extremely dangerous wind chills. We made the decision to
cancel late Saturday afternoon rather than Sunday morning because it is extremely difficult to
be sure that everyone is contacted.
To enable us to wait until Sunday morning to cancel, this will be the procedure that I am
asking you to follow:
1. Pay attention to the weather. If the weather forecast is predicting "no travel advised"
or any kind of extreme weather for Saturday night and/or Sunday morning/afternoon,
please check your email on Saturday afternoon/evening and again on Sunday morning.
2. An email will be sent out on Saturday afternoon/evening stating there is a possibility
that there will not be church and asking you to check your email before leaving for
church.
3. An email will be sent out announcing cancellation of church. This will be done late
Saturday night or early Sunday morning (before 7:00 am).
Only people who do not have an email address will be called and a message left on their
machine if no contact. Other people will not be called. If you specifically want to be called,
please let Karen know by the end of each October.
If possible local radio stations will be asked to put a notice on the air and on their
website. On December 29, the only radio station that I got any live response from on
Sunday morning was KXRA. The other stations appear to not staff their offices early
Sunday.
Hopefully we will not have to cancel church again, but it is always good to have a plan.
Karen Reicks

The Three Kings
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Three Kings came riding from far away,
Melchior and Gaspar and Baltasar;
Three Wise Men out of the East were they,
And they travelled by night and they slept by day,
For their guide was a beautiful, wonderful star.
The star was so beautiful, large and clear,
That all the other stars of the sky
Became a white mist in the atmosphere,
And by this they knew that the coming was near
Of the Prince foretold in the prophecy.
Three caskets they bore on their saddle-bows,
Three caskets of gold with golden keys;
Their robes were of crimson silk with rows
Of bells and pomegranates and furbelows,
Their turbans like blossoming almond-trees.
And so the Three Kings rode into the West,
Through the dusk of the night, over hill and dell,
And sometimes they nodded with beard on breast,
And sometimes talked, as they paused to rest,
With the people they met at some wayside well.
"Of the child that is born," said Baltasar,
"Good people, I pray you, tell us the news;
For we in the East have seen his star,
And have ridden fast, and have ridden far,
To find and worship the King of the Jews."
And the people answered, "You ask in vain;
We know of no King but Herod the Great!"
They thought the Wise Men were men insane,
As they spurred their horses across the plain,
Like riders in haste, who cannot wait.
And when they came to Jerusalem,
Herod the Great, who had heard this thing,
Sent for the Wise Men and questioned them;
And said, "Go down unto Bethlehem,
And bring me tidings of this new king."
So they rode away; and the star stood still,
The only one in the grey of morn;
Yes, it stopped --it stood still of its own free will,
Right over Bethlehem on the hill,
The city of David, where Christ was born.

And the Three Kings rode through the gate and
the guard,
Through the silent street, till their horses turned
And neighed as they entered the great inn-yard;
But the windows were closed, and the doors
were barred,
And only a light in the stable burned.
And cradled there in the scented hay,
In the air made sweet by the breath of kine,
The little child in the manger lay,
The child, that would be king one day
Of a kingdom not human, but divine.
His mother Mary of Nazareth
Sat watching beside his place of rest,
Watching the even flow of his breath,
For the joy of life and the terror of death
Were mingled together in her breast.
They laid their offerings at his feet:
The gold was their tribute to a King,
The frankincense, with its odor sweet,
Was for the Priest, the Paraclete,
The myrrh for the body's burying.
And the mother wondered and bowed her head,
And sat as still as a statue of stone,
Her heart was troubled yet comforted,
Remembering what the Angel had said
Of an endless reign and of David's throne.
Then the Kings rode out of the city gate,
With a clatter of hoofs in proud array;
But they went not back to Herod the Great,
For they knew his malice and feared his hate,
And returned to their homes by another way.

HYMN OF THE MONTH
Hymnal 1982 #110 “The Snow Lay on the
Ground”
Words: Source Unknown, 19th Century
Hymn Tune: Venite adoremus, Melody:
Adapt. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944),
Harmonization: Leo Sowerby (1895-1968)
At our most recent hymn selection meeting of
the Friends of Music committee, we made
what I’d consider to be a unique departure
from our usual method of choosing a title to
serve as our Hymn of the Month for January.
Ordinarily, we follow the lectionary very
closely and do our utmost to remain within
the church season for which we are assigning
music. We had just completed selecting
hymns for the Christmas season and were
about to begin the same for Epiphany when
the question of whether or not “The Snow” is
known at Emmanuel. My guess is that this
tune is very well-known to some, but not
everyone. We decided that this hymn “works”
well for the beginning of Epiphany as well as
Christmas and wanted to make certain that it
found its way into the list of those known and
used at Emmanuel. Thus, our Hymn of the
Month is this beloved song known as “The
Snow” or “Venite Adoremus”.
As this beautiful carol was among my
greatest discoveries in the area of Episcopal
hymnody when I became a member of the
Church, I was quite excited at the prospect of
researching it and learning of its origins.
However, in my usual fashion, I managed to
open yet another can of worms! I had hoped
to learn that it was penned by a particular
composer (or was simply a folk hymn),
harmonized by another, and so on. But as
has been the case with some of the other
hymns, various sources pointed in various
different directions leaving much to
speculation! But then again, perhaps this is
not necessarily a bad thing. Sometimes a bit
of mystery and speculation can lend a bit of
intrigue therefore adding to the enjoyment of
the carol in question!
The site entitled “Hymns and Carols of
Christmas” states that the lyrics are of

traditional Irish origin and that they were
translated by Reverend Dr. Lingard (1771 –
1851), an English historian. He is credited to
be the author of “The History of England, From
the First Invasion by the Romans to the
Accession of Henry VIII”. This eight volume
work was published in 1819. This page further
credits the music to the famous Norwegian
composer and pianist, Edvard Grieg (18431907). He is well known for taking Norwegian
folk music and using much of it in his own
Romantic era repertoire.
For the purposes of this article, I’m going to rely
mostly upon those credited in our Hymnal 1982
as this is our “official” source. The carol is cited
as having a mostly unknown source from the
19th Century and is further considered to be of
Irish and/or Western English origin. Therefore,
it is most likely one of the many folk hymns that
gradually found its way into standard church
use.
The melody as we know it is attributed to
Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944), a
church musician and editor, born in Oswego,
New York. He received his Bachelor in Music
degree from Syracuse University in 1891, but
he also studied in Denver, England, France,
and Germany. He served in many clerical
positions in various parishes throughout the
United States both before and after being
ordained as a priest in 1899. The vast majority
of his life with the Church involved a great deal
of work with musical positions and projects. He
was musical editor for the Hymnal 1916 and
served on the Joint Commission on the
Revision of the Hymnal which eventually
resulted in the Hymnal 1940. He is also
responsible for translating six hymns that are
included in the current Hymnal 1982.
“The Snow” was harmonized into the carol that
we use today by another American, Leo
Sowerby (1895-1968) who was born in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. He studied at the American
Conservatory of Music in Chicago and served
as regimental bandmaster for the 332nd Field
Artillery Band in England and France. He
eventually served on the faculty of the
American Conservatory of Music. Sowerby
also had a strong interest in folk music which
cont’d on page 6

Lectionary Readings for January:

Christmas Pageant 2013

January 5 Second Sunday after Christmas
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 84
Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a
Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 or Luke 2:41-52 or
Matthew 2:1-12
January 12 First Sunday after the
Epiphany
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 29
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17
January 19 Second Sunday after the
Epiphany
Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 40:1-12
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42
January 26 Third Sunday after the Epiphany

Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm 27:1, 5-13
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23
cont’d from page 5
he used in his own compositions. This lends
special credence to his having been the
concluding hand in developing “Venite
adoremus” into the hymn that we know today!
Whatever (whomever) the true source for this
wonderful hymn may be, it remains with us as
a joyful retelling of the Nativity story!
Therefore, let us gladly sing the refrain “Venite
adoremus Dominum”!
Sources:
http://www.hymnary.org/tune/venite_adoremus
http://www.hymnary.org/text/
the_snow_lay_on_the_ground

Remember in Your Prayers
(please use as a prayer list):
All clergy serving Emmanuel,
especially Charles, Linnae and
Tom - Bishop Brian Prior –
Edith’s daughter Dana - The
family of Rev. Glenn Derby, especially
Alison - Pat Weinmann - John & Cleone
Sherman - Bill & Josie Heegaard - The
family of Doug Rollins, especially Buzzi JoEllen’s father Al - Military Personnel The Total Ministry Team - Peace in the
World - The Food Shelf - The future of
the Episcopal Church - The people of
Ziwa and the Rift Valley
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Important Dates
Jan 6 - Epiphany
Jan 11 - Total Ministry Team - 9 a.m.
Jan 16 - Vestry Meeting 5 p.m.
Jan 26 - Annual Meeting following service
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Anniversaries
Jeff & Ellen Hormel
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Jan. 19
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Celebrant

The Rev. Charles Preble

Celebrant

The Rev. Charles Preble
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Margaret Kalina

Organist
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Belvin Doebbert
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Laird Barber

Lector 2

Mark Reicks
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Edith Kelly
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Coffee
Jan. 12

Tom & Mary Sinning

Holy Eucharist

Coffee
Jan. 26

Karen & Mark Reicks
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Coffee

Annual Meeting

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
P O Box 231
Alexandria, MN 56308
Address service requested

20+C+M+B+14

