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Senior Wardens Report from Karen Reicks
The Annual Meeting was held on Sunday, January 22. One of
the most important topics discussed was Total Ministry. Rev
Sandi Holmberg was with us to answer questions. The vote on
whether or not Emmanuel continues with Total Ministry will be
on Sunday, February 19. Please try to attend.
New Wardens and Vestry Members were elected:
Sr. Warden - Karen Reicks
Jr. Warden - Bob Baas
1-Year Vestry Term - Mark Reicks
3-Year Vestry Terms - Sheila Stanton & Bette Wolf
Returning Members – Edith Kelly, Wendy Zander & Tim
Johnson
Delegates to Region & Convention were elected:
Rev. Tom Sinning, Deacon & Laird Barber
Alternates: Edith Kelly & Mary Sinning
Our new Junior Warden has already been hard at work. Bob
and John Hull reinforced the duct system in the basement. This
was done in memory of Marie Baas.
We are definitely in the electronic age, as Sheila Stanton, one
of our snow birds from St. Louis, “attended” the annual meeting
via Skype. (See photo page 3).

We also passed a budget with:
Income from all sources
Expenses

$53,235
$63,306
($10,071)
The shortfall will be made up from the balance in our checking
account which was $28,827. Thank you to all of you for getting
your pledges in. It is not too late if you still want to make a
pledge.
Please keep John and Cleone Sherman in your prayers. Things
have not been going as well as they’d have liked since moving to
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Assisted Living this past fall. In that short time, John’s Alzheimer’s and
Parkinson’s have advanced and it has been necessary to move him
into a special memory care unit within the same facility. Cleone remains
in an apartment. Their new address:

February Events
8th-Vestry Meeting-5:30
19th-Vote on Total Ministry

John & Cleone Sherman
McKenna Crossing
13810 Sheperds Path #403
Prior Lake, MN 55379
Cleone’s phone: 952-230-3727

22nd-Ash Wednesday

Meet John Hull, who has been attending Emmanuel lately with Bob
Baas. John was born in Aiken, MN on January 10, 1966, the 3rd youngest of 13 children. He graduated from Alexandria High in 1984, and
spent 7 years in the National Guard. John has been a painter, a machinist, worked construction. His first job was a
roofer, during which time he had a roofing accident and was
badly burned on the arm.
While taking a test drive on his nephew’s bike which he had
“beefed” up, he was chased by a dog and hit, suffering a
spinal cord injury. This began a painful few years that included a botched surgery, the loss of his best friend and
one of his brothers. In 2002 following corrective surgery, he
was able to move into a downstairs apartment at Bob
Baas’s daughter, Paula and her husband. Paula continues to be a great
support for John.
This was a difficult time for a man who loved snowmobiling, dirt bike
riding, hunting and fishing (hates housework). Even with his disability,
he continues to help his family, fishes when he can have a companion,
hunts occasionally, but not shooting. He would visit Marie Baas almost
every day.

February Birthdays
4th-Dyanne Parsons
4th-Edith Kelly

February Anniversaries
2nd-Tarz & Sandy Embry
16th-Gordon & Donna
Ziegelman
18th-Donald & Ann Hultstrand

Now we need a to-do list for him! Welcome, John.

Prayer for Mission and Ministry at Emmanuel
As we consider our future -- and our ministry options (for example, Total Ministry), and what God is calling us
to do as a congregation (our Mission), please include the following prayer in your daily
devotions:
Dear God,
we offer ourselves, our lives and labors,
and the gifts that you have given to each of us,
in union with Christ, for the purposes of God.
Be present with us as we pray to discern your will for us at Emmanuel,
especially your will for ministry and your will for what
you are calling Emmanuel to do in Alexandria
and in the world.
In Jesus name,

Amen.

Annual Meeting—January 22nd, 2012
Sheila Stanton on Skype!

Summary of Senior Warden’s Report
Jan. 22, 2012
Bishop Brian Prior visited Emmanuel on February 12, 2011. During this visit the Bishop was asked
for some assistance with strategic planning for our parish. The result was a vestry retreat in June
lead by the Bishop’s Missioner for Mission, Rev. Tim Hodapp. The retreat helped lay the foundation
for looking ahead in exploring 1) our mission as a congregation and 2) our ministry options.
We have been exploring our ministry options by looking at the concept of Total Ministry. In May we
had a congregational meeting to learn about Total Ministry, and in August we were visited by a total
ministry team from Christ Church in Grand Rapids. Rev. Sandi Holmberg lead us in a Gifts
Discovery Workshop in October. In December all parishioners were asked to complete a Gifts
Inventory. On February 19, the congregation will vote to determine whether we should go forward
with Total Ministry. If the vote is positive, a discernment process will be initiated to see if we have
individuals in the parish who are interested in being part of a total ministry team.
Some highlights during the last year were: the free laptop and flat screen TV from the Diocese
which will allow us to Skype with our snowbirds and better connect with other congregations;
through Mary Lu Rich, we gave our Open Church a spiritual dimension with twice weekly services
and other programming; our website was completed and we have an online presence; we have a
new sound system; our meditation garden has been cleaned-up and improved; and we have
developed a new-members packet of information.

If you are receiving the newsletter through USPS, you will notice it is not in color. As we try to become better
stewards of God’s gift of our natural resources, we will discontinue printing in color. However, you may view
the color version if you send us your e-mail address; or go to our web site at www.alexmnepiscopal.org .

Please make your donations for Easter flowers and include the names of whom you are celebrating.
To be included in the bulletin, donations need to be received as soon as possible. The names will
also be included in the May newsletter. Easter is April 8th.

Dear Laity and Clergy of Central Minnesota:
Our Bishop is coming to Central Minnesota, Region 3 and beyond! You are cordially invited to
join Bishop Prior for a Forum on Mission on Saturday, February 11, 2012, at St. John's Episcopal
Church, 1111 Cooper Avenue, St. Cloud. The details are below. This is open to all persons and
especially those of you in leadership positions, parish reps to Region 3 meetings, other interested persons and all clergy. I hope you will announce this special gathering and encourage people
to participate in it and the Sunday Eucharist at St. Paul's in Brainerd.
Mission: A Marketplace of Ideas
Saturday, February 11, 2012
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
St. John's Episcopal Church
Come gather with Bishop Prior and Missioners from the Commission on Mission for an engaging conversation
about what mission means and how we can live it more deeply among our faith communities. Together, we'll
look at the word mission, both theologically and scripturally; we'll share stories about mission in our communities and how we may join forces in our work against poverty in Minnesota. And, we'll get details about Mission
Project 2012 and how we can participate with the entire Episcopal Church in Minnesota.
The Bishop's buying pizza, so please confirm your reservation with me by Emailing me at
rcavanna@resourcetraining.com by February 10, 2012.**** Please bring some pop, cookies and desserts. Coffee and water will be provided.
Clergy, lay leaders and those who desire to be leaders are all warmly welcomed! The Bishop will also be accepting 15 minute appointments between 12:30 and 1:30 pm. This is for laity and clergy who would like to meet
with him privately. Please reserve your spot by contacting Chad O'Leary, Missioner for the Bishop, at
chad.o@episcopalmn.org. Appointments will be made on a first come-first served basis.
Sunday Celebration
Sunday, February 12, 2012
St. Paul's Episcopal Church
408 North 7th Street
Brainerd MN 56401
10:00 AM
Bishop Prior will be the celebrant and preacher at the 10:00 am Eucharist. Luncheon and People's Forum to
follow the service. All are welcome.
Peace,

Fr. Rob+
The Rev. Dr. Rob Cavanna
Dean, Region III
Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota
(888)447-7032

www.centralmnchurches.com
Facebook too!!!!
"Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all." Mark 9: 30 -41

