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Pentecost

The Reverend Charles Preble

Pentecost is the fiftieth day of Easter, and commemorates
the event, recorded in Acts, of the descent of the Holy Spirit
on the Apostles. It is not the birthday of the church. Nor is it
the first time the Apostles receive the Holy Spirit. The first
time was when the Resurrected Jesus Christ was with the
disciples, and Jesus breathes on the disciples and they receive the Holy Spirit. Unlike Advent, Christmas, Epiphany,
Lent and Easter it is not a season. The Sundays following
Pentecost are called Sundays after Pentecost. Pentecost
completes the cycle begun in Advent (the anticipation of
Christ, through the appearances of the resurrected Christ.
On this day we focus on the Holy Spirit, sometimes called
the Holy Ghost, the Paraclete, the Comforter. It is primarily
about the invisible, and wondrous action of God within us
and within all of creation.
There is a great hymn, which we will use on the Feast of
Pentecost, Come down, O love Divine:
Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine,
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;
O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear,
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.
O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light, shine ever on my sight,
and clothe me round, the while my path illumine.
And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long,
shall far out-pass the power of human telling;
for none can guess its grace, till Love create a place
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.

This magnificent hymn with its great music, by Ralph
Vaughan Williams, tells us so clearly what the Holy Spirit is:
love. It is God’s love, which is the great gift of Pentecost. In
this fifteenth century hymn, the voice pleads for the gift of
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love to “seek this soul of mine… kindle
my heart…Love create a place within.” It
is God’s loving presence, then, which we
celebrate on Pentecost. And it is this loving presence which God gives to each of
us. It is up to us to pray that we may be
open to receive that spirit in our lives.
Come down, O Love Divine, seek thou
this soul of mine.

Senior Warden Report

Karen Reicks

It appears that we finally have summer complete with sunshine and rain.
We have all been waiting a long time
for this lovely weather.
The Memorial I-94 rest stop was a great
success. The weather was good on
Friday; but
they had to
close early on
Monday because of the
rain that went
through the
area. Thank you to Donna Ziegelman
for taking charge of this
ministry. Thanks also to everyone
who worked at the freeway.

We are all thrilled to have a new acolyte
for our Sunday services:
Trappier Botz. Trappier is 13 years old
and in the 7th grade at Discovery School
in Alexandria. Be sure to let him know
how much he is appreciated.

Have you
noticed the
flowers in
the brick
planter at
the front of the church? Thanks to Sheila
Stanton, John Hull, and Wendy Zander.
Sunday school is over for the year. The
children had a great year, with many
special activities. Thanks to Verlie
Sinning for being director. Thanks also
to everyone who helped in any way.
Our Safe Church instructor, Sheila
Stanton, is back in Alexandria. Safe
Church training is required for anyone
who has a key to the church. There are
several people who need to take this
class. Sheila will be setting up a class
within the next month. If you need to
take this class, please let me know ASAP
so that we can get
the class on the schedule.
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Salad Supper
2014
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We celebrated the Easter season:
AGAPE SUPPER and washing of the feet...a new
experience for Avery Sinning.
We had a light meal of bread,
soup, cheeses,
clementine's and
condiments.

Our children took part in the Palm Sunday service, then
made crosses during Sunday School.

Easter morning, the children placed flowers on the cross. The
cross was made several years ago by long time
member Bill Wolf.
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HYMN OF THE MONTH

BY Tim Johnson

“How Great Thou Art” (First Line: “O Lord, My God”)
Words: Carl Gustav Boberg (1859-1940), Translation: Stuart K.
Hine (1899-1989)
Hymn Tune: “O Store Gud” (Swedish Folk Melody)
A little over a year ago, the Friends of Music committee began the “Hymn of the
Month” series as a project intended to expand our hymn bank in order to enhance our
worship music. Up to this point, all of the hymns have been selections taken from our
official Hymnal 1982. As the three of us have occasionally recalled music that we
have heard or remember from other sources, we decided at our last meeting to in fact
introduce some of these as possible additions to the list of hymns which may be used
along with those in our beloved hymnal. The hymnal will continue to be our primary
resource for both known and new selections, but we felt that occasionally drawing
from outside sources would lend some variety to our standard hymnody. It is given
that as many of us come from varied backgrounds, some of the “new” additions will be
well known to certain people, some will be unfamiliar, and some will fall under the category of “Wow! I haven’t heard or sung that one in more than 30 years!”
The hymn we have selected for June is possibly a longtime favorite for many. However, others may have experienced hearing “How Great Thou Art” sung primarily as a
solo piece. It has its origins as a Scandinavian folk hymn but has also found its way
into many Protestant hymnals, both mainline and evangelical.
Carl Gustav Boberg, the son of a Swedish carpenter, worked briefly as a sailor but also served as a minister in the Mission Covenant Church of Sweden. He was the publisher of a Christian newspaper and also wrote a number of poems, hymns and gospel
songs. In 1885, Boberg composed a poem entitled “O Store Gud” which literally
translates into English as “O Mighty God”. Shortly after he published this work, it was
forgotten. Thus it was with some surprise that he heard it being sung to the melody of
an old Swedish folk tune sometime later.
Stuart Hine was an English missionary who heard the hymn while in Russia. The
song so moved him that he expanded upon the original words. Certain events which
he experienced inspired Hine’s interpretation of this hymn and the adaptation of each
verse. Verse one came to him after being caught in a rain storm. He was moved to
frame verse two upon hearing birds singing on the edge of a forest. He arranged
verse three after witnessing people in the Carpathian Mountains (an area of Russia)
renewing their Christian faith. The final verse is one of Hine’s own composing after
returning to England. The hymnary.org source states that Hine’s text “vividly combines a sense of awe of nature and of its Creator with the New Testament gospel of
Christ’s atoning death and glorious return”.
Continued on page 6
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Lectionary Readings for June

“How Great Thou Art” was for the most part
popularized during the 1954 Billy Graham
Crusade as being sung by George Beverly
Shea with the choir joining in on the refrain. Since that time it has gained widespread use within many churches and other
Christian venues.

June 1, 7th Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:6-14
Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36
1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11
John 17:1-11

The Friends of Music has been exploring
other titles to be introduced in the upcoming
months. One is a fairly contemporary hymn
from another external source and two are
once again from our Hymnal 1982 . . . One
being published only 12 years prior to the
printing of the hymnal and the other a timehonored hymn that may be well-known to
some but not all. As always, the committee
welcomes your input!

June 8, Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21
or Numbers 11:24-30
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
or Acts 2:1-21
John 20:19-23
or John 7:37-39
Psalm 104:25-35, 37

Sources: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Carl_Boberg
Morgan, Robert J. Then Sings My Soul (150
of the World’s Greatest Hymn Stories)
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2003 http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
How_Great_Thou_Art_(hymn) http://
www.hymnary.org/text/

June 15, 1st Sunday after Pentecost
Trinity Sunday
Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Psalm 8
or Canticle 2 or 13
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Matthew 28:16-20

Remember in Your Prayers
(please use as a prayer list):
All clergy serving Emmanuel, especially
Charles, Linnae and Tom
Jana Preble
Bishop Brian Prior
Edith’s daughter Dana
Don Krueger
Pat Weinmann
John & Cleone Sherman
Bill & Josie Heegaard
JoEllen’s father Al
Alison Derby
John
Military Personnel
The Total Ministry Team
Peace in the World
The Food Shelf and those who use it
Heartland Girls Ranch
Dylan’s Glove’s of Love
The future of the Episcopal Church
The people of Ziwa and the Rift Valley

June 22, 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 21:8-21
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17
Romans 6:1b-11
Matthew 10:24-39
June 29, 3rd Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 22:1-14
Psalm 13
Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42
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June 2014
Important Dates
June 1

Holy Eucharist

Celebrant

The Rev. Steve Schaitberger

Organist

Margaret Kalina

Lector 1

Mark Reicks

Lector 2

Wendy Zander

Altar/Intrcsr

Edith Kelly

Usher

Mark & Karen Reicks

Coffee

Donna Ziegelman

June 8

June 8 Pentecost Sunday
June 15 Trinity Sunday
June 19 Vestry Meeting 5:30 p.m.
Birthdays
Connor Doebbert
Josh Sinning
Sandy Embry
Autumn Botz

June 22

Holy Eucharist

Holy Eucharist

Celebrant

The Rev. Charles Preble

Celebrant

The Rev. Steve Schaitberger

Organist

Merdice Brueske

Organist

Nancy Anderson

Lector 1

JoEllen Doebbert

Lector 1

Karen Reicks

Lector 2

Belvin Doebbert

Lector 2

Mark Reicks

Altar/Intrcsr

Mary Sinning

Altar/Intrcsr

Edith Kelly

Usher

Tim Johnson/Ferren Morical

Usher

Edith Kelly

Coffee

JoEllen & Belvin Doebbert

Coffee

Nancy Anderson

June 15

Holy Eucharist

June 29

Holy Eucharist

Celebrant

The Rev. Fred Nairn

Celebrant

Organist

Margaret Kalina

Organist

Lector 1

Laird Barber

Lector 1

Wendy Zander

Lector 2

Mark Reicks

Lector 2

Edith Kelly

Altar/Intrcsr

Karen Reicks

Altar/Intrcsr

Mary Sinning

Usher

JoEllen & Belvin Doebbert

Usher

Mark & Karen Reicks

Coffee

Mary Ann Maameri

Coffee

Mark & Karen Reicks
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The Rev. Dana Emery

Save the Date

HOT DAYS, COOL JAZZ
Benefit concert for the Outreach Food Shelf
Featuring

ANDREW WALESCH
JAZZ TRIO
SUNDAY JULY 20TH, 4:00 P.M.
There will be 6 prime tables for 4 available for $50 each
which includes a platter of hors d’ouevres for 4
Reservations: leave a message at the church 320-763-3201

Address service requested

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
P O Box 231
Alexandria, MN 56308
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