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LEARN FROM THE LAKES 
BY BISHOP DON HULTSTRAND 

 
You can learn a lot about Christian living from the 
lakes around Alexandria.  

1) When I was a kid at Parkers Prairie my brother 
and I would go to Lake Adley on the south edge 
of town for ice skating.  It was hard going when 
you headed into the wind.  Then, we would open 
up our jackets and spread them out.  Behold, we 
began to sail with the wind.  It was exhilarating 
to move effortlessly across the lake.  Sometime 
we would almost fly. 

   This is what it’s like to be moved by the Holy Spirit.  
“The Holy Spirit came like a mighty rushing wind”.  
Christian living doesn’t have to be a struggle against 
the forces of the world.  Without the power of the 
Holy Spirit we make no headway.  We need to open up 
our sails to the wind of the Spirit and move strongly 
and effortlessly in the journey with Christ. 

 2) Then, there is Lake Irene.  My Dad would take 
me there to catch blue gills.  We would go out in 
a row boat and anchor where the fish were 
supposed to be.  Then, we might sit there for an 
hour with nothing happening.  My father would 
say, “This is just the right spot.  You have to be 
patient and wait for the feeding period to start”.  
Meanwhile, Dad could be looking peacefully 
over the face of the water taking in the 
sparkling surface, listening to the call of the 
loon and smelling the fresh air.  To him that was 
the main point of getting out on the lake.  Then, 
sure enough, at a certain time the fish would 
start biting.  One pan sized blue gill after the 
other would be hauled in. 
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   The lesson; be patient in your spiritual 
life.  Wait patiently for Him and He will 
give you your heart’s desire.  While you 
are waiting, drink in all the wonders that 
surround you.  God is at work in you all 
the time, particularly while you are still 
and silent.  By the way, Dad had a rule of 
silence while we were fishing.  He said, 
“Be quiet or you will scare away the 
fish”. 

  
3) Move on to Lake Darling.  Was there ever such a good name for a lake?  

At Darling Ranch Resort we would have a family reunion every July.  
Family members would come from Ohio, Wisconsin, South Dakota and 
Minnesota taking up several cottages.  We all agreed that it was the 
best time of the year.  Being together was so heart-warming.  We would 
sit in a row at the lake side and watch the children play in the water.  
We would eat outdoors together and have a bonfire at night.  
Sometimes, there would be the “clang” of horse shoes.  We would have 
an outdoor service and pray together and sing hymns. 

   The everlasting lesson is that the family of God is a blessed and wonderful 
thing.  The annual reunion reminds us of how precious it is to live in love and 
unity.  The small parish is such a family and can have a reunion every 
Sunday.  Finally, there is the heavenly reunion where, joined by angels and 
archangels, and all the company of heaven, we will continue to know and 
enjoy one another. And Christ will be there to smile upon us. 

 

 

Senior Warden Report 

I woke up this morning to a bright sunny day with a perfect temperature.  Sadly my first 
thought was “We have to mow the lawn again today!”   Like most people, I am 

frequently guilty of not being grateful for all the wonderful things that God has provided 
for us.  I need to remember to thank God every day for everything he has given us. 

This year we will not be doing the July 4th I-94 Rest stop.  The last few years it has 

been increasing difficult to staff the rest areas for two days.  Because of this, it was 
decided to share the ministry with another church.  We plan to have found a church to 
work with us for the Labor Day ministry. 

Our Safe Church instructor, Sheila Stanton, presented a “Safeguarding God’s 
Children” class on Thursday, June 19th.  Mark Reicks, Belvin Doebbert and John Hull 
took the class.  Thank you, Sheila. 

Karen 

 



HYMN OF THE MONTH 
BY Tim Johnson  

“Here I am, Lord” (First Line: “I, the Lord of sea and sky”) 
Published 1981 
Words and Music:  Daniel L. Schutte  (Born 1947) 

 

Daniel L. Schutte was raised in Elm Grove, Wisconsin and entered the Jesuit Priesthood 
after attending Marquette University High School.  He was one of the founders of the St. 
Louis Jesuits who composed a great number of contemporary tunes which they set to 
scriptural texts to be sung in English.  This practice within the Roman Catholic Church 
came about as a result of Vatican II.  Even though Schutte’s compositions were written 
primarily for Catholic liturgical use, his music eventually found its way into Protestant 
hymnals.  The most well-known of these hymns is none other than “I, the Lord of sea 
and sky” more commonly known for its refrain “Here I am, Lord”.  The Episcopal 
Church includes this hymn as a part our official supplement to the Hymnal 1982, 
“Wonder Love and Praise” which was published in 1997.  
 

The unique wording of this song takes a departure from the customary language used in 
standard hymnody.  Traditional hymns are written from the viewpoint of the singer and 
are sung in his or her voice either praising or making a plea to God.  With “Here I am, 
Lord”, the verses are sung in the first person from the perspective of God and the refrain 
is sung again in the first person, however this time from the standpoint of the singer 
offering him or herself to God.  This very much mirrors the scriptural source for the 
hymn, Isaiah 6:8: “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?’  And I said ‘Here I am; send me!’” 
 

This hymn is about transformation and renewal.  Several allusions to change are made in 
the verses:  Changing darkness to light, breaking hearts of stone, and so on.  Reference 
is also made to the Eucharist in the line “I will set a fest for them . . . . Finest bread I will 
provide till their hearts be satisfied” thus making this selection very appropriate for the 
Service of Holy Eucharist.  We have decided to use this as our Processional hymn for 
the month of July due to the fact that it a very fitting song with which to open the 
Service. 
 

As always, the Friends of Music Committee hopes that you will find July’s hymn of the 
month to be a pleasing addition!  Even though we have decided to include some 
contemporary music and others which are not necessarily in our main source in this 
program, we will continue to also return to the Hymnal 1982 and continue introducing 
some “new” traditional hymns as well.    
 

Sources: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dan_Schutte 
http://www.gbod.org/resources/history-of-hymns-here-i-am-lord 
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Help!  I’ve agreed to assist in compiling the newsletter 
and need your assistance with content.  First I’d like to 
thank everyone who has contributed and who continue to 
contribute material to share with everyone.  The newsletter 
wouldn’t be possible without you.  If you have ideas for 
future newsletters please don’t hesitate sending them my 
way.  Email me directly, drunge@embarqmail.com or send 
a message to the church at episcopal@centurylink.net.  
Not accustomed to email?  Give me a call (320)762-2273.  

What would you like to see in the newsletter?  Recipes?  Movie reviews?  Book 
reviews?  Whatever you would like to read about I will try my best to include.  In 
addition if you have news or information you would like the congregation to 
know about please pass it along to me so I can include it in the upcoming newslet-
ter.  In general if I receive the information by the last Sunday of the month it 
should make it into the next newsletter.  Thank you in advance for your participa-
tion! 
   DeAnn Runge 
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July 6 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  
 

 
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67   

Psalm 45: 11-18 
     or Song of Solomon 2:8-13   

Romans 7:15-25a   
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

 
 
July 13 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  
 

 
Genesis 25:19-34   
Psalm 119:105-112   
Romans 8:1-11   

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 
July 20 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  

 
 

Genesis 28:10-19a   
Psalm 139: 1-11, 22-23   

Romans 8:12-25 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 
July 27 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  
 

 
Genesis 29:15-28   
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 
   or Psalm 128   
Romans 8:26-39   

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Lectionary Readings for July  

Position July 6 July 13 July 20 July 27 

  Eucharist Eucharist  Eucharist Eucharist 

  Baptism       

Priest Rev. Charles Preble Rev. Dana Emry Rev. Charles Preble Rev. S. Schaitberger 

Organist Margaret Kalina Laurie Kruger Margaret Kalina Nancy Anderson 

Lector 1 Mark Reicks Belvin Doebbert Laird Barber Shiela Stanton 

Lector 2 Karen Reicks JoEllen Doebbert Wendy Zander Edith Kelly 

Altar Mary Sinning Edith Kelly Karen Reicks Mary Sinning 

Usher Tim Johnson John Hull  JoEllen & Belvin   

Coffee Sheila Stanton JoEllen & Belvin Shiela Stanton  Donna Ziegelman 

  Gabrial David   Jazz Concert   

  Sheila's grandson    in the afternoon   
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Events 
 
Jazz Concert, Sunday July 20TH, 4:00 P.M. 

Connor Doebbert is Huck Finn in the Minnewaska Showstoppers' production of Tom Sawyer, to 
be held at the Minnewaska Area High School during Waterama, Wednesday through Saturday, 
July 23-26.  Show times should be available closer to the performances at:   
http://minnewaskashowstoppers.org/show_info.html 
 
Annual St. Paul’s service and pot luck picnic, August 24th 

Birthdays 
 
Alison Derby 
Ann Hultstrand 
Randy Runge 

Anniversaries 
 

Charles & Jana Preble 
Verlie and Jason Sinning 

Remember in Your Prayers 
(please use as a prayer list): 
All clergy serving Emmanuel, especially Charles, Linnae 
and Tom 
Jana Preble 
Bishop Brian Prior 
Edith’s daughter Dana 
Don Krueger 
Pat Weinmann 
John & Cleone Sherman 
Bill & Josie Heegaard 
JoEllen’s father Al 
Alison Derby 
John 
Military Personnel 
The Total Ministry Team 
Peace in the World 
The Food Shelf and those who use it Heartland Girls Ranch 
Dylan’s Glove’s of Love 
The future of the Episcopal Church  
The people of Ziwa and the Rift Valley 
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COOL JAZZ 
free concert for the benefit of  

OUTREACH FOOD SHELF  
of Douglas County 

on the lawn at  Episcopal Church 
12th Ave & Lake St 

featuring 

ANDREW WALESCH JAZZ TRIO 
 

Andrew has recorded two albums and has sung and played on the stage of The Bluebird Cafe in Nashville, 
The Chicago Theater, The Dakota Jazz Club in Minneapolis and dozens of venues  
all over the Midwest. He also has appeared on the nationally syndicated broadcast  

Mountain Stage on National Public Radio.  
In May of 2010, he graduated with a music degree from St. John's University,  

Collegeville, MN. 
 

SUNDAY JULY 20TH, 4:00 P.M. 

Bring a blanket or lawn chair   Free will offering will be taken 
 

There will be 6 prime tables for 4 available for $50 each which includes  
a platter of hors d’ouevres for 4.  Hors d’ouevres platter only,   $25 

 

For table  or platter reservations: leave a message at the church  
320-763-3201 with name and phone number. 

 

 



Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
P O Box 231 
Alexandria, MN 56308 
 
 
Address service requested 

 


