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A June Meditation on Gardening 
A garden is a lovesome thing, God wot! 

Rose plot, 
Fringed pool, 
Ferned grot--- 

The veriest school 
Of peace; and yet the fool 

Contends that God is not--- 
Not God! In garden! When eve is cool? 

Nay, But I have a sign; 
‘Tis very sure God walks in mine. 
Thomas Edward Brown, My Garden 

 
 Spring is a time of regeneration, of new life and sacred be-
ginnings. As Easter People, the egg, like a flower bulb, or a bud on 
an apple tree, symbolizes new life emerging from dormancy, like 
Christ rising from his tomb to demonstrate that life continues after 
death. Spring is so fresh and new. It gives us a chance, as gardeners 
(and as Christians), to start over, to try again. We feel an inner 
longing to sow some good seeds, to dig in the dirt, to pull out or 
trim back what is dead and gone, and so to cultivate some new lush 
green growth. To me, gardening is like cultivating a sacred space. I 
feel so much closer to God when I am in the garden.  I find the gar-
den a place to engage God with all my senses. There is warm soil 
to touch, birds and bees to hear, new shoots to see, the fruit of the 
garden to taste, and of course, roses to smell.  
 Our culture is visually oriented. In the Christian religion, 
sight has frequently been offered as a metaphor for the experience 
of God. Medieval theologians spoke of the “Vision of God” as the 
highest good in living the “Christian Life.” The author Vigen Gu-
roian  (The Fragrance of God) contends that smell, not sight, is the 
most mystical sense. He quotes Paul in 2 Corinthians 2:15-16. “For 
we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being 
saved and among those who are perishing. To the one we are the 
aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life 
leading to life.” Birth and death are part of our reality, in life and 
also in the garden. “For everything there is a season, and a time for 
every purpose under heaven.”(Ecclesiastes 3:1) God is present al-
ways. 

God is mysteriously present in our lives, and (I agree with the poet) I know God walks in my 
garden.  This summer I invite you to Meet Rabbi Jesus in the Garden with me.(a four part study of 
the life and teachings of Jesus: Mother Mary, The Jewish Jesus, Rabbi Jesus, Seeing Salvation)  And 
in the meantime enjoy your garden and…plant some good seeds. Many Blessings~Dana 
 
The Rev. Dana Karen Emery 
My Garden:1169, South Shore Drive, Detroit Lakes, MN. 
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Senior Warden Report 
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After a brief relapse back into “winter” with below freezing temps a couple of weeks ago, it seems 
that we are now finally well on our way into summer!  The weather is for the most part pleasant, the 
leaves on the trees are full, and everything is becoming that fresh, rich green which is so often preva-
lent in the early part of the season.  We are also happy to see our snowbirds again!  Welcome back! 
 
Speaking of summer, Vestry has decided that we would like to have our after church coffee hour out-
side when possible during this season.  This will give us the opportunity to enjoy both our beautiful 
outdoor area as well make the most of the warm time of year!  In the case of inclement weather (if 
it’s unusually cool, rainy, or windy) we will hold coffee inside on that day.  We hope that by doing 
this everyone will be able to take a bit more advantage of this all-too-brief time of year!  If you are 
hosting coffee for the first time this summer and have any questions regarding the “how to” of this 
new tradition, please do not hesitate to contact one of the Vestry members. 
 
We wish you a blessed Pentecost Season and a wonderful start to summer!! 
 

Tim Johnson and Sheila Stanton       

In our own Backyard 
 

At a recent vestry meeting, one of our parishioners brought up that we have a “meditation garden” 
on our Church property that is never used. It is rather tucked out of sight. Going to and from Church 
it is really not possible to see it. We went on a ‘field trip” to see what was there and how it looked.  
 

The area is overgrown with various hostas and bushes. There are two long rows of lilies and bits and 
pieces of paths that  no longer make sense or lead anywhere. Furthermore, the different lines of 
rocks are semi-buried so they could easily make someone trip and fall!  All in all it is a pretty place 
that needs some tender loving care and/or a facelift. 
 

We would like to reclaim this pretty spot so we will  be trimming bushes, leveling soil, digging up 
random stones and making a small seating area in front of the big wooden cross. 
 

Our vestry decided that this summer, weather permitting, we will have three Evening Prayer services 
held in our Meditation Garden. Our deacon, Rev. Tom Sinning will lead these services.  They will be 
held on the third Wednesday of June, July and August at 7:30 p.m. when the weather is enjoyable. 
There are four short very hard concrete benches in the garden now but for comfort we suggest you 
bring your favorite lawn chair. 
 

The garden will still look quite rustic this summer but we hope to get some landscaping help to revi-
talize and perhaps reorganize our garden for next year. If you know anything about the garden, its 
history or tradition, please tell us. We would love to know. Want to help with the garden plans? 
Speak to or email Tim, Verlie or Sheila. 
 

REMEMBER: Evening Prayer Wednesdays June 15th, July 20th, and August 17th at 7:30. Bring your 
lawn chairs. 
 

Sheila Stanton  



Salad Supper – 2016 
 
On Tuesday, May 10, we held our annual Salad Supper.  We had a 
wide variety of wonderful salads.  This year instead of cake for 
dessert, Donna Ziegelman made dozens of cookies in 5 varieties.  
Thank you to everyone who brought salads, worked at the event, 
or helped in any way. 
 

This is a major fundraiser for the church; the exact amount raised will be posted next month because 
there are still a number of expenses that need to be tallied and paid.   But the attendance was great – 
about 126 people enjoyed a delicious meal and a fun evening. 



Total Ministry & Northwest Mission Area Retreat 

 The ECMN is divided into Mission Area Teams.   Until late last year, we were associated with 
Central Mission Area (which is no longer functioning).   Rev. Dana Emery invited us to join the 
Northwest Mission Area Team, which includes Detroit Lakes, Fergus Falls, Brainerd, Park Rapids, 
and a number of other small, non-metro churches similar to Emmanuel.   Since then we have been 
active in the group. 

 On Friday & Saturday, May 20 & 21, the Total Ministry Team attended the Northwest Mission Ar-
ea 2016 Retreat at Park Rapids.  We were able to attend sessions on a variety of church issues and 
meet with the Bishop Brian Prior.   We also were able to talk with the church people in charge of 
the Total/Shared Ministry program and make plans for our group for the coming year. 

 Karen Reicks 



 

Hymn of the Month 
By Tim Johnson 

 
 
 

Hymn #623 First Line Title:  “O what their joy and their glory must be” tr. John Mason Neale (1818 – 1866)  
Tune Name:  O quanta qualia   

Text Author:  Peter Abelard (1079-1142)    
Tune:  Melody from Antiphoner, 1681; harm. John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 

 
During Advent through Easter, the music committee more often than not chooses a Hymn of the Month that is ap-
propriate for whichever Season we are currently observing at that time.  As we have now entered into the Season of 
Pentecost, the longest portion of the Church Year, we once again feel more of the opportunity to introduce “general” 
hymns.  For the month of June, we will be singing #623“O what their joy and their glory must be”, which appears in 
“The Church Triumphant portion of the Hymnal 1982. 
 
Sources provide little information with regard to the inspiration for or the origin of this hymn.  However, the biog-
raphies of both the author and translator are rather fascinating and so I have decided to focus on them for the pur-
poses of this month’s article.   
 
This hymn’s author, Peter Abelard, was born in 1079 in the Northwestern part of France known as Brittany.  He was 
a priest and teacher at the Cathedral of Paris (Notre Dame) and was known best for his rational thought.  In fact, he 
led a very interesting life mainly due to his love for Heloise, who happened to be the niece of Fulbert, the Canon of 
the Cathedral.  She proved to be an extremely gifted and intelligent student who sought the meaning of human exist-
ence.  Abelard and Heloise fell in love.  Even though he (Abelard) was a priest, Fulbert arranged for them to be se-
cretly married.  However, it soon became evident that Fulbert made this arrangement with the purpose of destroying 
Abelard so that he could keep Heloise for himself.  The Church rules and canon law of the day caused Abelard to be 
condemned for heresy and brutally attacked.  Thus, he was forced to give up his teaching position and he and Hel-
oise took vows as a monk and a nun for the sake of their safety.  Although they were kept apart, their love continued 
to flourish by way of correspondence.  Heloise eventually came to believe that their love was the reason for human 
existence.  An interesting epilogue to this story is that hundreds of years later, Josephine Bonaparte was so moved 
by their story that she ordered their remains to be reinterred together at Pere Lachaise Cemetery in Paris. 
 
The hymn’s translator was John Mason Neale, a priest of the Church of England during the mid-nineteenth century.  
You may recall some of his story from a previous Hymn of the Month article.  Neale was greatly involved in the 
Oxford Movement during the 1800s which sought to revive many high church liturgical practices which had previ-
ously been dispensed with in the earlier history of the English Church.  (As an aside, we have this movement to 
thank for our beautiful form of worship which we have in the Episcopal Church today.)  In 1854, he establish the 
Society of St. Margaret, a Church of England order for women with the focus of nursing the sick.  Due to his advo-
cacy of these practices, many people of his day believed him to be an agent of the Vatican and felt that his motives 
were to destroy the Anglican Church from within.  He endured persecution which began at a funeral for one of the 
sisters.  Threats existed to stone him and burn his house.  However, his genuine goodness won out in the end and the 
English public began to develop a new respect for him.  The Society of St. Margaret remains active in England, Hai-
ti, Sri Lanka, and the United states. 
 
Although I did not find many specifics to the origin of “O how their joy . . . . “ (O quant qualia), I did find a couple 
of interesting trivia tidbits that I would like to share upon closing.  One of the first places that this hymn is recorded 
as being used is Argenteuil . . . . This is the name of the convent to which Heloise fled.  Further, this is the only 
hymn of Abelard’s composing to survive into common use today.  Although he wrote a number of hymns, the others 
have faded into obscurity.          
     
Sources: 
http://www.hymnary.org/text/o_what_their_joy_and_their_glory_must_be 
https://hymnology.hymnsam.co.uk/o/o-quanta-qualia-sunt-illa-sabbata 
http://www.abelardandheloise.com/Story.html 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://thumbs.dreamstime.com/z/organ-pipes-754230.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dreamstime.com/stock-photo-organ-pipes-image754230&h=1065&w=1300&tbnid=Px5L7u4Cko4JfM:&zoom=1&docid=yUCUoXYWzvTkAM&ei=QR2LVbafOMuuogTwlr2QDg&tbm=isc


 
June 5 

Third Sunday after Pentecost  
 
 

1 Kings 17:8-16 (17-24) 
Psalm 146 

Galatians 1:11-24 
Luke 7:11-17  

 
June 12 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  
 
 

1 Kings 21:1-10, (11-14), 15-21a 
Psalm 5:1-8 

Galatians 2:15-21 
Luke 7:36-8:3  

 
June 19 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  
 
 

1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a 
Psalm 42 and 43 
Galatians 3:23-29 

Luke 8:26-39  

June 26 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 
Galatians 5:1,13-25 

Luke 9:51-62  

  

Lectionary Readings for June  

Position June 5 June 12 June 19 June 26 

     

Priest Fred Nairn Linnae Hegg Dana Emery Fred Nairn 

Organist Margaret Kalina Bev Steuck Mertice Brueske Nancy Anderson  

Lector 1 Mark Reicks JoEllen Doebbert Wendy Zander Shiela Stanton  

Lector 2 Karen Reicks Belvin Doebbert  Laird Barber John Hull 

Alter Karen Reicks Tim Johnson Donna Ziegelman Shiela Stanton  

Usher     

S School     

Coffee Rachael & Avery Belvin & JoEllen  Shiela Stanton Donna Ziegelman 

Remember in Your Prayers:  (please take this list home and use as a 
prayer list): All clergy serving Emmanuel, especially Charles, Linnae and 
Tom  - Jana Preble - Bishop Brian Prior  – Don 
Krueger—Bill Heegaard and family—John —
Sinning  Family– Edith Kelly - Roger  – Cleone 
Sherman - Pat Weinmann- - Don’s daughter Tracy 
- Josh Sinning - Edith’s daughter Dana - Laird  - 
Don & Ann Hultstrand – Mike & Lana Ennis  - Jo-
Ellen’s father Al - Nathan – The Total Ministry 
Team  - The Heartland Girls Ranch  - Military Per-
sonnel - Law Enforcement Officers - Peace in the World  - Total Ministry 
Team - The Food Shelf, volunteers & all who use it - People of Ziwa and the 
Rift Valley -  Future of the Episcopal Church  

 
June Birthdays  

 
Connor Doebbert 
Hunter Baas 
Josh Sinning 
Justin Madsen 
Sandy Embry 
Autumn Botz 
 

Anniversaries 
 

Bill & Pat Weinman 
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P O Box 231 
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