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GARDEN MUSINGS
A green thumb I have not. But I love gardens. After years, frustrating years of trying to grow a good garden on our hardpan, I
finally built several raised beds. Two for vegetables and two for
flowers. The beauty of a raised bed is that you can almost avoid
weeding, but not quite. My garden was late to plant. I did not put
the veggies as close together as usual, and after a few
weeks of not tending them, I found the weeds had taken over. I
mean really taken over and were robbing my tomatoes, basil,
parsley, rosemary and all of the nutrients. After several days of
hardscrabble weeding, the interlopers were gone. Each day I watered and added organic fertilizer. Then it was like magic. The
struggling vegetables were growing like they had been set free
from an evil spell. Yes, my neglect. Given a chance my garden began to flourish.
All of this is leading up to something, you might surmise. It is
about the care of our souls. Our soul’s life is rather like my garden.
A soul is not something that we have, but something we are. Each
of us is God’s planting, or to use Paul’s term, we are God’s work.
God’s good being is within each of us, whether we acknowledge it
or not. Another word for it is paradise. God’s paradise (literally, an
enclosed garden) is within us no matter who we are. Often we neglect the paradise we have been given. It is the gift of Christ hidden within each of us.
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Time was when we left the garden- Belvin Doebbert
Alternate: JoEllen Doebbert
ing to the pastor. It was his/her job
to do the watering, the feeding,
the pruning. Those days are long
past, if they ever really were. No matter how hard the priest may
pray for us, teach us, nourish us, the main work is ours. The
church is no longer a spiritual service station (to use another simile). It is self-service. You check the oil, wipe the windows, check
the tires. You are responsible.

It’s your garden, your soul, you are the steward of your own soul. In this digital age, of twitter, Facebook, 24 hour cable news and busy, busy, it is easy to neglect the garden, your soul. What is a soul
to do? As they say, “Wake up and smell the coffee”. God’s presence and Christ’s very self are within
each of us. Pay attention. Turn off all those wonderful gadgets, and just be (always easier said than
done). Sit quietly. We read in scripture, “Be still and know that I am God.” Actually that is a mistranslation of the Hebrew. What it actually, says is “relax, and know that I am God.” Relax and know that
God is within you, loves you, will never neglect you. Relax and return to the simple thought that I
belong to God, God loves me, and will never ever abandon me.

If you can do that simple act to punctuate your day you will be allowing your garden to grow. No
priest or other person can do that for you. When I do this I actually allow myself to be loved, I accept that love. When I do that I allow Christ who is the gardener to do God’s work within me.
Well, dear friends, that’s all for now. Enjoy your garden!

Jana and I sure miss you and hope to return!
Charlie Preble
Donald "Don" Herman Krueger, age 92 of Alexandria, MN, died on Saturday, July 30, 2016 at Grand Arbor. A memorial
service will take place on Friday, August 5, 2016, at 11:00 AM at the Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Alexandria, MN. A
visitation will take place on Thursday, August 4, 2016, from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM at the Anderson Funeral Home in Alexandria, MN.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to the Elder Network of Alexandria or Knute Nelson Hospice.

ONE MONTH LEFT

to fill those jars with change for our Food Shelf Project!
On September first we will gather all the jars of change,
cash them in, then pack the pews with non-food products
we will purchase for the Food Shelf to use for their clients.
If you have already filled a jar, start another one!
You can also put in $ bills and we will also accept checks.

With thanks to Cleone Sherman for donating a copy of Josie
Heegaard;s memoirs. The book is in the library in the bookcase
on the west wall.
Please be considerate when checking it out and return as soon
as possible for others to read.

Senior Warden Report
July has been a fine month at Emmanuel. When all the expenses were in, we made around $1,000
from the salad supper. It was a success financially as well as socially. The salads were so good
MaryAnn and Wendy are working on an idea to make our recipes available to everyone in print or as
a link on our website. Thank you everyone for your time, efforts and salads that made this year’s
event such a success.
On July 20th we enjoyed our outdoor Evening Prayer service. Tom read the service just as the sun
was setting. It had been a hot day but there was a light breeze. The neighborhood was calm. It was
restful and restoring. Please join us on August 17th at 7:30, weather permitting, for our next outdoor
prayer service. The cement benches are hard so remember your lawn chairs.
If you haven’t picked up your change jar yet pick it up on the table in the narthex. Our Sunday
School kids decorated them. They are fun. The coins and bills you put in them will go to the Food
Shelf so lighten up your pockets, billfolds and purses for a good cause. Thanks.
As you read this newsletter our girls Avery and Autumn will be at the Episcopal Youth Quest Camp.
The first Sunday in August we hope to have a report in person from the girls in Church.
Work on our new meditation/prayer garden has slowed down a bit. We are still working on ideas for
the location, shape, plantings and seating. Mostly we are waiting for a better time to do our tree removal and trimming as we don’t want to injure our healthy trees. We are meeting soon with Dennis
to continue work on the design. Please send along any suggestions or ideas you have.
Keep in mind our annual picnic in Glenwood on August 28th. Church is at 10:00 followed by our picnic in the park. Please bring a dish to pass and your beverages. Hope for good weather to enjoy an
afternoon together with our parish.
A huge thank you to DeAnn Runge. Do you know some of the things this pleasant young lady does
for Emmanuel every week? She checks all our phone calls and forwards on important ones. She
does the same for our emails. Every month she does the newsletter. We send our articles and pictures to her. She formats and assembles them into the newsletter you receive. She arranges for
printing and sends the email form to all the parishioners. She is charming and kind. She is 100% reliable. She gets the job done beautifully and on time. She is a gem.
Thank you, DeAnn. We appreciate all you do.
Enjoy these balmy summer days. Remember our prayer list, and as we read in our beloved BCP:
"Tend the sick, Lord Christ: give rest to the weary, bless the dying, sooth the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen."
Sheila

Hymn of the Month
By Tim Johnson
Hymn #412 First Line Title: “Earth and all stars” Tune Name: Earth and A ll Stars
Text Author: Herbert F. Brokering (1926-2009) Tune Composer: David N. Johnson (1922-1987)
As with the Hymn of the Month for July, we are once again focusing on a more recently composed hymn for the month of August. In fact, “Earth and all stars” was written only a little more
than ten years before “On Eagles Wings” which we sang through this past month. Although they
have existed for approximately 50 years (give or take), they both have a somewhat contemporary
feel when placed next to the majority of the other selections which appear in our Hymnal 1982.
Although he is lauded as an avid writer and composer, I was able to locate very little biographical
information with regard to the life of Herbert F. Brokering. Sources do reveal that he was a pastor who served various Lutheran parishes and specialized in religious education. The most recent
part of his career was focused on working as a freelance consultant on worship and ministry. Although research did not disclose much of his specific connection to St. Olaf College in Northfield,
Minnesota, he is evidenced to have had some strong association with the institution as he penned
this hymn in 1964 in celebration of the 90th anniversary of the college.
Regarding his inspiration leading to the text for “Earth and all stars”, Hymnary.org provides Brokering’s quote on the matter: “I tried to gather into a hymn of praise the many facets of life
which emerge in the life of community. So there are the references to building, nature, learning,
family, war, festivity. Seasons, emotions, death and resurrection, bread, wine, water, wind, sun,
spirit . . . have made great impressions on my imagination.” Its present-day language makes this
selection unique among the other hymns that we are more used to singing. Even others of recent
origin tend to more often than not rely heavily upon a rather poetic writing style.
Brokering commissioned David N. Johnson to compose the music to accompany this hymn’s text.
Having graduated from the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia and earning his doctorate
from Syracuse University, he was the head of the music department at St. Olaf College during the
time that he penned the accompaniment for “Earth and all stars”. Throughout his career, he wrote
many pieces of music including hymns, choral arrangements, and organ voluntaries and many of
these compositions credited to him continue to be performed today. Aside from his position in
Northfield, he also spent time as the head of the organ department at Syracuse University and
joined the music department of Arizona State University in 1969. He ended his formal career in
1981.
Having been raised in what is now the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, I recall this
hymn as being one of the “stars of the show” among the new hymns featured in that collection
when it was originally published and promoted in 1978. It was one of those which many found
themselves humming as they drove home from church after the Sunday morning service. Also, it
feels somewhat appropriate to me that we are introducing “Earth and all stars” during this time of
the year. Even though it is not specific to this season, I have always felt this to be a spring/
summer hymn. Perhaps this is because it speaks of a “new song”? Or because to a certain degree
it has a kind of Easter feel to it? Nevertheless, the Friends of Music Committee hopes that you
will find this a pleasant and easy-to-sing addition to our hymn catalog!

Sources:
http://www.hymnary.org/text/earth_and_all_stars
http://www.episcopalcafe.com/earth_and_all_stars/
http://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/contributor/906/David-N-Johnson

A Bit of History: Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Alexandria, Minnesota
From Sheila Stanton
“In 1859, The Rev. Benjamin Whipple was consecrated first
Missionary Bishop of Minnesota. Bishop Whipple came to
Alexandria the same year, and held the first Episcopal service in the home of Mr. and Mrs. James H. VanDyke.
Worship services were continued in the Cook home until the
stockade was built in 1862. After the Civil War, services
were held in a store; also in the Community Hall.
The congregation grew and, in 1869, Bishop Whipple appointed a Building Committee, with Hames H. VanDyke as
Chairman; Joseph Pennar and Thomas Cowing, members.
Construction of a church building was begun in late 1869,
modeled after an English Church of Gothic architecture. All
the overhead beams were hand carved, the windows and
doors made in the curved Gothic design. The exterior was
finished by planks placed vertically, being stuccoed at a later date. The church was dedicated in 1871. When completed and paid for, with a Rectory adjoining, it was consecrated August 31, 1875.” ..taken from Pictorial Atlas 1971
Douglas County

So I called Edith Kelly and asked,”Why did our Church sell such a fine location and move to a cow pasture, part of Knute Nelson’s farm?” She explained it was a hard but necessary decision. The Church
was too small for the congregation. The altar was tiny. It was getting very old and terribly hard to repair.
They even tried to move the Church building to a new location to be a “historical building” but it fell to
pieces during the attempt. A new Church had to be built.
A new church site was purchased in 1965 at 12th and Lake street, with groundbreaking May 22, 1966,
Reverend Floyd Miller, Dean of Moorhead Deanery and Vicar Reverend Robert Harvey officiating.
“The beautiful and interesting Memorial Windows made of antique Bohemian glass were removed from
the old church and carefully installed in the new building. One window was added. The large cross
above the present altar was built from rafters from the former church and the old altar brasses and
Communion vessels were also retained.”(source unknown, i got it at Douglas County Historical Society
Archives)
“The corner stone of the new Emmanuel Church building was laid July 24, 1966: Dean Miller and Vicar
Harvey again officiating and being assisted by the following, who placed items in the box to be sealed
in the cornerstone: Charles Bundy, the Cross and History; Jerome Van Kempen, the Bible; Walter Hill,
the Book of Common Prayer. The congregation present sang “The Church’s One Foundation”. The
name “Emmanuel means “God with us’”. We are thankful that God has been with us through the
years.” ( the Pictorial Atlas 1971 Douglas County)
So there is the story of the new Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 50 years
old this year, that is a blessing to all of us. Thank you, Edith, for explaining the story to me.

Lectionary Readings for August
August 7
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

August 14
August 21
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56

Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

August Birthdays

August 28
Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

Pat Weinman
Jason Sinning
Caitlyn Parsons
Amanda Baas
Tarz Embry
Wendy Zander

Anniversaries
Josh & Rachael Sinning

Position

August 7

July 10

July 17

July 24
Glenwood

Priest

Linnae Hegg

Linnae Hegg

Fred Nairn

Steve Shaitberger

Organist

Margaret Kalina

Bev Steuck

Jonette Brogaard

Nancy Anderson

Lector 1

Sheila Stanton

Wendy Zander

Mark Reicks

JoEllen Doebbert

Lector 2

John Hull

Laird Barber

Karen Reicks

Belvin Doebbert

Alter

Karen Reicks

Donna Ziegelman

Tim Johnson

Karen Reicks &

Usher

John Hull

Coffee

Rachael & Avery
Sinning

Mark & Karen
Linnae Hegg

Shiela Stanton

Picnic in the Park

Remember in Your Prayers: (please take this list home and use as a
prayer list): All clergy serving Emmanuel, especially Charles, Linnae and
Tom - Jana Preble - Bishop Brian Prior –Krueger
Family—Bill Heegaard and family—John — Edith
Kelly - Roger – Cleone Sherman - Pat Weinmann- Don’s daughter Tracy - Josh Sinning - Edith’s
daughter Dana - Laird - Don & Ann Hultstrand –
Mike & Lana Ennis - JoEllen’s father Al - Nathan
– The Total Ministry Team - The Heartland Girls
Ranch - Military Personnel - Law Enforcement
Officers - Peace in the World - Total Ministry Team - The Food Shelf, volunteers & all who use it - People of Ziwa and the Rift Valley - Future of the
Episcopal Church
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