
 

 

 

A Meditation on Plants of the Bible 
 

We are getting deep into fall, and snow is just around the cor-
ner. I have put my garden “to bed” for the winter, but the garden still 
comes to mind when I read the Bible and do my meditations. The Bi-
ble begins in a garden (Genesis-the Garden of Eden) and ends in a 
garden (Revelation-the Garden of Paradise). Hundreds of verses in the 
Old and New Testaments mention more than a hundred different 
kinds of plant life. Allusions are made to trees, shrubs, herbs and 
flowers. In Genesis 1:29 (The King James Version) God said, 
“Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree, in which is the fruit of a tree 
yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.” The history of humankind 
is recorded in flowers and leaves-in roots, seeds and shoots. We draw 
our very breathe from plants and glean from them the essence of life. 
God is in the garden and God’s wisdom is richly shared when we 
meditate on the stories of plants of the Bible. 

Take, for instance, the story of a gourd, in the Book of Jonah. 
“…and the Lord God prepared a gourd and made it come over Jonah, 
that it might be a shadow over his heard.” Jonah 4:6-7 The gourd of 
Jonah is thought to be the plant known to us as the castor bean 
(Ricinus communis) This plant grows quickly and makes a delightful 
shade with its large, beautiful leaves. Jonah had been called by the 
Lord to preach to the people of Ninevah. He was so successful in his 
preaching that the people repented of their wickedness and were for-
given by God. But Jonah’s heart was hard against them; he wanted to 
see them destroyed. Jonah’s attitude displeased the Lord, who decided 
to teach him a lesson. As Jonah stood in the hot sun looking down 
from Ninevah, a gourd or castor bean began to grow near him. It grew 
quickly and shaded Jonah from the heat. This made him very happy. 
He was so grateful for its cooling shade that he felt a sense of attach-
ment for the plant. When it died Jonah mourned its loss. A worm had 
cut its stem and deprived Jonah of the plant he loved. 

If Jonah could become so attached to a plant that had sprung 
up in the night, was it not to be expected that the Lord God should 
become even more attached to the people of Ninevah, with whom he 
had had a long association? “And should not I spare Ninevah,” the 
Lord said to Jonah, “that great city, wherein are more than a hundred 
and twenty thousand people?” (Jonah 4:11) And so Jonah learned a 
lesson about God’s love and compassion from a gourd. One cannot 
walk through a garden without sensing God’s love and compassion 
for all of creation, even when then garden is tucked away for winter 
and is only in one’s mind.  
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The garden is rich in material for meditation because it leaves an imprint on all of our senses. Hildegard of 
Bingen wrote, “In nature, God established humankind, in power.  
We are dressed in the scaffold of creation:  
in seeing to recognize all the world 
in hearing--to understand 
in smelling—to discover 
in tasting—to nurture 
in touching—to govern, 
In this way, humankind comes to know God, for God is the author of all creation.”   
 
I think I am ready for a winter walk in the garden. Bring on the snow! 
 
The Rev. Dana Karen Emery+  



Senior Warden Report 
November, 2016 

 
When I look back to the last Senior Warden Report that I submitted in May, I see that I began by talking 
about the beautiful spring weather.  Now we find ourselves at the other end of summer . . . . As I sit at my 
computer this afternoon, we are having one of our grey and cool autumn days which can be so typical to 
the Minnesota climate.  This is a big contrast to the warm, sunny spring day during which I wrote my last 
article!  Fortunately, we’ve had some very kind and gentle days with warmer temps thus far.  Who’s to 
know?  Perhaps we’ll receive the gift of at least one more reprieve before the onset of winter!  
 
A certain sign of fall is our upcoming Great Thanksgiving Feast!  This annual opportunity to get together 
as a parish family for a wonderful dinner and fellowship will take place on Wednesday, November 16 th 
this year.  (I always remember the day we hold this event by thinking “the Wednesday before the Wednes-
day before Thanksgiving” . . . . I admit I have some interesting if not strange ways of remembering 
things!)  We will begin with the Service of Holy Eucharist at 5:30 p.m.  Father Nairn will be our Cele-
brant that day.  The feast will take place immediately afterward downstairs in the parish hall.  As was the 
case in previous years, we will have the turkey, potatoes, and gravy catered in for us.  We will continue to 
provide the other side dishes for the meal ourselves.  A sign-up sheet has been circulating during our after 
church coffee hours and I will continue to have this available through November 13th, the Sunday before 
this event.  Thank you so much to those who have already signed up!  If you have not already done so and 
plan to be in attendance, please track me down after the service.  We also need volunteers for set-up, serv-
ing, general kitchen help, and clean up.  Please add your name to one or more of these areas with which 
you are willing to help.  Finally, we would like to have an estimate with regard to the number of guests 
you will bring so that we have enough food to guarantee that everyone has an enjoyable feast.  Please let 
us know the number of people (including yourself) that you anticipate bringing with you!  
 
We have begun a number of projects with regard to our building and property this past year which have 
progressed quite nicely.  Dead trees and limbs, overgrown shrubs, and weeds have been removed from our 
property.  As you are reading this, the stumps from the trees which were taken down will likely have been 
ground away with soil and grass seed in their place.  This will enable us to move forward with the work 
on our prayer garden next spring!  Wendy, Verlie, and Karen have been doing a wonderful job in convert-
ing our old computer room into a financial office!  This much needed space not only provides an area for 
improved filing of records but also helps to give those involved a place in which to work on Sundays fol-
lowing the service and relieves a good deal of congestion in the church office and sacristy during that 
time.  Finally, John presented an energy audit conducted by ALP and we will be switching to light bulbs 
which will be more efficient, safer, and provide more light.  Speaking of which, has anyone else noticed 
how well-lit and visible our sign now is during the evening hours?  Thank you, John!! 
 
As I resume the lead with regard to the role of Senior Warden for the next months, I would like to extend 
a special thanks to Sheila for the fantastic job she has done with this during the summer!  She arrived last 
May to take charge of a very full plate and went above and beyond the call of duty with taking the helm 
and guiding our parish!  Although Sheila is not physically present during this time, she continues to make 
herself available via phone and email to provide counsel during times when I need advice or simply a lis-
tening ear.  We all appreciate you very much, Sheila!   
 
On that note, I would like to close by wishing everyone a safe and blessed Thanksgiving!    
 

Tim Johnson, Co-Senior Warden.        



Weather Cancellations 
 

In the last few years extremely poor weather has forced us to 
cancel services four times:  December 29 in 2013, January 5 & 26 
in 2014, and February 18 (Ash Wednesday) in 2015.  Last year 
was a mild winter so no services were cancelled.     
 
Services are not cancelled without a lot of thought.  The supply 
priest, Tom, any available members of the Vestry, and the senior 
warden decide what is the best and safest choice. After making 
the decision, the next problem is to let everyone know. 
 

We will try to make the decision to cancel late Saturday afternoon/evening rather than Sunday morning be-
cause it is very important to be sure that everyone is contacted.  But weather is extremely changeable,  and 
it may be necessary to cancel on Sunday morning. 
 
These are the steps that will be followed: 
 
1. Pay attention to the weather.  If the weather forecast is predicting "no travel advised" or any kind of ex-
treme weather for Saturday night and/or Sunday morning/afternoon, please check your email on Saturday 
evening and again on Sunday morning.  
 
2. An email will be sent out on Saturday afternoon/evening stating there is a possibility that there will not be 
church and asking you to check your email before leaving for church. 
 
3. An email will be sent out announcing cancellation of church. This will be done late Saturday night or early 
Sunday morning (before 7:00 am). 
 
Only people who do not have an email address will be called and a message left on their answering machine if 
no one answers. Other people will not be called. If you specifically want to be called, please let Tim know by 
early December.  If you know of anyone who does not have or may not check their email, please call them and 
let them know. 
 
If possible local radio or TV stations will be asked to put a notice on the air and on their websites.  We will 
call as many local stations as possible; but some stations do not staff their offices on Sunday morning.   
  
The National Weather Service is predicting a winter that is colder and wetter than usual in the northern 
states.  Hopefully the forecasters are wrong, and we have a relatively mild winter so that no services have to 
be cancelled.   But it is always good to have a plan. 
 
Tim Johnson 
320-834-2032  or  320-808-0457 
timj1961@hotmail.com 



 

Great Thanksgiving Feast 
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

 
Holy Eucharist – 5:30 p.m. 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner – 6:30 p.m. 
In the Basement of the Church 

 
We will be having our annual Great Thanksgiving Feast on Wednesday, November 
16.  There will be Holy Eucharist at 5:30 followed by a delicious meal.  We always 
have a good time, so mark the date on your calendar.    

 
The turkey, gravy and potatoes will be catered.  The rest of the food will be sup-
plied by parishioners.  So be thinking about what you would like to bring to share. 

 

 

 

Veterans Day Event  

As an ongoing annual event, the Alexandria area Veteran’s Day program will be 
conducted this year on Friday November 11, 2016 at 11 AM at Lake Community 
Church in Alexandria. Following the program, lunch will be served at Alexandria 
VFW Post 936. In recent years the program has been held at Living Waters Church 
and the Covenant Church. In recognition of our area veterans and to commemorate 
their service to our country, all are invited to this event. 



 
November  6 

Twenty Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  
 

Haggai 1:15b-2:9 
Psalm 145:1-5, 18-22 

or Psalm 98 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

Luke 20:27-38  

 
November  13 

Twenty Sixth Sunday  
after Pentecost  

 
Isaiah 65:17-25 

Canticle 9  
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Luke 21:5-19  

 
November 16 

Thanksgiving Feast 
 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Psalm 100 

Philippians 4:4-9 
John 6:25-35 

November  20 
 Last Sunday after Pentecost  

 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Canticle 16 
Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43  

November  27 
First Sunday of Advent  

 
Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

Psalm 122 

 

Lectionary Readings for November    

Remember in Your Prayers:  (please take this list home and use as a prayer 
list): All clergy serving Emmanuel, especially Charles, Linnae and Tom  - Jana 
Preble - Bishop Brian Prior  —John — Edith Kelly—
Roger  – Cleone Sherman—Weinmann Family—
Don’s daughter Tracy—Josh Sinning—Edith’s daugh-
ter Dana—Laird—Don & Ann Hultstrand – Mike & 
Lana Ennis—JoEllen’s father Al - Nathan – The Total 
Ministry Team  - The Heartland Girls Ranch  - Mili-
tary Personnel - Law Enforcement Officers - Peace in 
the World  - Total Ministry Team - The Food Shelf, volunteers & all who use it - 
People of Ziwa and the Rift Valley -  Future of the Episcopal Church  

Position November 6 November 13 November 16 November 20 November 27 

      Thanksgiving Feast     

Priest Fred Nairn Charles Preble Fred Nairn Dana Emery Noel Rich 

Organ-
ist Margaret Kalina Bev Steuck Mertice Brueske JoNette Brogaard 

Nancy Ander-
son 

Lector 1 Karen Reicks Wendy Zander 
JoEllen Doeb-

bert JoEllen Doebbert Mark Reicks 

Lector 2 Mark Reicks Laird Barber Farrin Morical Belvin Doebbert Farrin Morical 

Altar Tim Johnson Karen Reicks Karen Reicks Tim Johnson Karen Reicks 

S 
School Wendy & John No Sunday School  - - - - - -  Verlie & Wendy No Sunday School 

Coffee Edith Kelly Karen Reicks  - - - - - -  Verlie Sinning   
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