
 
 

 

A June Meditation on Gardening 
A garden is a lovesome thing, God wot! 

Rose plot, 
Fringed pool, 
Ferned grot--- 

The veriest school 
Of peace; and yet the fool 

Contends that God is not--- 
Not God! In garden! When eve is cool? 

Nay, But I have a sign; 
‘Tis very sure God walks in mine. 
Thomas Edward Brown, My Garden 

 
 Spring is a time of regeneration, of new life 
and sacred beginnings. As Easter People, the egg, 
like a flower bulb, or a bud on an apple tree, sym-
bolizes new life emerging from dormancy, like 
Christ rising from his tomb to demonstrate that life 
continues after death. Spring is so fresh and new. It 
gives us a chance, as gardeners (and as Christians), 
to start over, to try again. We feel an inner longing 
to sow some good seeds, to dig in the dirt, to pull 
out or trim back what is dead and gone, and so to 
cultivate some new lush green growth. To me, gar-
dening is like cultivating a sacred space. I feel so 
much closer to God when I am in the garden.  I find 
the garden a place to engage God with all my sens-
es. There is warm soil to touch, birds and bees to 
hear, new shoots to see, the fruit of the garden to 
taste, and of course, roses to smell.  
 
 Our culture is visually oriented. In the Chris-
tian religion, sight has frequently been offered as a 
metaphor for the experience of God. Medieval theo-
logians spoke of the “Vision of God” as the highest 
good in living the “Christian Life.” The author 
Vigen Guroian  (The Fragrance of God) contends 
that smell, not sight, is the most mystical sense. He 
quotes Paul in 2 Corinthians 2:15-16. “For we are to 
God the fragrance of Christ among those who are 
being saved and among those who are perishing. To 
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the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life.” 
Birth and death are part of our reality, in life and also in the garden. “For everything there is a sea-
son, and a time for every purpose under heaven.”(Ecclesiastes 3:1) God is present always. 
 

God is mysteriously present in our lives, and (I agree with the poet) I know God walks in my 
garden.  This summer I invite you join me for A Gracious Dialogue With Paul in the Garden. Paul is 
the most important, most controversial, and least understood figure in early Christianity. Let’s get to 
know him better!  And in the meantime, enjoy your garden and…plant some good seeds. 

 
 Many Blessings~Dana 

 
The Rev. Dana Karen Emery 
My Garden:1169, South Shore Drive, Detroit Lakes, MN. 

UNITED THANK OFFERING INGATHERING 

Sunday, June 4, 2017 

HOW IT WORKS: 

GIVE THANKS for 

 THE GOOD THINGS THAT  

HAPPEN EVERY DAY: 

FOR LITTLE THINGS   

like a good parking spot on a busy day,   

sunshine for your family picnic,  

or a birthday card from a friend. 

FOR BIG THINGS   

like recovery from serious illness,   

a new job,  

or forgiveness and  reconciliation after a long dispute. 

Please make checks payable to “DFMS” with “UTO” in the memo line. 

 



Senior Warden Report 

From Sheila Stanton  

 
May has been very busy at Emmanuel. The salad supper was a wonderful success. Over 150 people came and en-
joyed the delicious salads that you Emmanuel members made. Good job all around! A big Thank You to Karen 
Reicks who was chairman, and to everyone else who worked to  make this an enjoyable evening. The good news: 
we had functioning plumbing till  7:00 p.m. The bad news: we had water backing up behind the elevator  just after 
7:10 so everyone had to carry home their serving dishes unwashed! 

 
 

Five days later our bishop, the Right Reverand Brian Prior came to commission our new 
Shared Ministry team. It was a beautiful service. A reception followed with cake and 
punch. Heartiest congratulations to JoEllen and Belvin Doebbert,Karen Reicks and Wen-
dy Zander. We are blessed to have such a strong team officially taking on the responsi-
bilities of keeping Emmanuel growing, changing and reaching out to our town and our 
region. 
 

 

 
 A second blessing for Emmanuel was the Affirmation of Faith of Farren Morical. Farren is 
an active parishioner, a member of our vestry and a frequent lector and usher on Sunday 
mornings.  We are thankful for his willing and generous presence at Emmanuel. 
 

 
On Wednesday, the 24th of May, Ellingson Plumbiing and Heating and Mark Lee Excavating came to repair our 
broken pipe. It took over 12 hours but they did a fine job- managing to avoid any damage to the driveway! Yah! 
Servicemaster came to the rescue. All was fine until the next day when the auto-fill and the pressure valve on the 
boiler gave us another overflow and wet floor. Again Ellingson and Servicemaster took care of us. By Sunday cof-
fee was served as usual even though we had a few noisy machines drying us out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The meditation/prayer garden committee continues to work on our new garden. Plans have changed from creating a 
new garden to renovating the old location.  We are currently getting estimates to level and clear the area then re-
place or  install new plantings. This week we meet to discuss possible surfaces. 
 
Although recently we have had many physical plant issues, we strive to remember that as an Episcopal Church our 
role in Alexandria is to love and help people, to provide meaningful worship opportunities, and create an open and 
loving Christian parish that welcomes all God’s children. 
 
Please join us Sunday mornings at 10:00 for our usual Sunday service as well as Friday mornings at 10:10 at Grand 
Arbor in the private dining room.  



 
 

Hymn of the Month 
By Tim Johnson 

 

Hymn #501 - First Line Title:  “O Holy Spirit, by whose breath” - Tune Name: Komm, Gott Schopfer  
Text Author:  Rabanus Maurus (776-856) Translation:  John Webster Grant (b. 1919) alt; para. Of Veni Creator 

Spiritus Melody from Eyn Euchiridion, 1524; harm. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
 

In honor of the Season of Pentecost, the Friends of Music Committee has selected Hymn #501, “O 
Holy Spirit, by whose breath” to serve as hymn of the month for June.  In fact, this year, the Sun-
day of Pentecost (also known in the Church as “Whitsunday” or Whitsuntide”) falls on June 4th, the 
first Sunday of this month. 
 

The original version of this hymn was authored by Rabanus Maurus who lived from 776 to 856.  
Maurus was born to noble parents who sent him away to the Benedictine monastery to be educated 
at an early age.  In fact, this is where he was given the surname “Maurus” after a Saint of the same 
name.  He was ordained to the deaconate and eventually to the priesthood.  Not only did he contrib-
ute greatly to the field of education, but many historians consider him to be the father of modern 
education of his time in Germany.  Rabanus composed many works of prose; however, his hymns 
were few.  One of the best known is “Veni Creator Spiritus” whose tune gives rise to “Komm, Gott 
Schopfer which has been applied to that which we will be singing.  As an aside, the version which 
uses the original plainchant melody is #502 in The Hymnal 1982. 
 

Over time, especially during the Reformation, the task of singing gradually came to include the 
general congregation of a parish.  Prior to this, church music was sung primarily by trained choirs.  
This led to the harmonization of hymns.  When performed by a choir, the tempo, phrasing, and oth-
er aspects of a hymn would depend upon the tastes of the choirmaster.  By harmonizing a specific 
hymn, it was brought “into agreement” and standardized to ease its use by the general public.  In 
fact, a good example of this is #502 versus #501.  To listen to one and then the other, you would 
notice that they are basically the same tune.  Whereas #502 in our hymnal is the non-harmonized 
(or free) plainchant, #501 is the harmonized version which the vast majority of people find easier to 
follow.   
 

The person responsible for the translation of “O Holy Spirit . . . . “ is John Webster Grant, a clergy-
man of the United Church of Canada.  During his career, he has served as a navy chaplain, and edu-
cator, and a publisher.  He was also a hymn-writer, although this venture began with paraphrasing 
and translating hymns.  The hymn which is the subject of this article was originally penned in Latin 
and eventually translated into German.  Grant is responsible for our English version.  
The Music Committee hopes that you will find this selection to be a meaningful addition to our 
hymnody!       
 

Sources: 
http://hymnary.org/person/Maurus_R 
https://books.google.com/books?
id=h4wQAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA173&lpg=PA173&dq=when+did+plainsong+hymns+to+change+to+harmony&source=bl&ots=-
c3zA6JYIk&sig=mfSMHR-Lz-YV_JFwqUWVrxIVe-
Y&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiJ07X8l4TUAhUi04MKHbPOCeoQ6AEISTAI#v=onepage&q=when%20did%20plainsong%20hymns%
20to%20change%20to%20harmony&f=false 

http://hymnary.org/person/Grant_JW 
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Salad Supper 

On Tuesday, May 9, we held our annual Salad Supper. There were so many delicious salads – the recipes are 
being collected and will be posted later.  Dessert was cookies and ice cream cups.  We served 151 people – 
the largest number ever.  This is an important fund raiser --  so we are very happy with the attendance.  Thank 
you to everyone who brought salads, worked or helped in any way.     



 
June 4 

Day of Pentecost 
Whitsunday 

 
Acts 2:1-21 

or Numbers 11:24-30 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

or Acts 2:1-21 
John 20:19-23 

or John 7:37-39 
Psalm 104:25-35, 37 

 
June 11 

First Sunday after Pentecost 
Trinity Sunday 

 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Matthew 28:16-20 

Psalm 8 
or Canticle 13 (or Canticle 2) 

 
June 18 

 Second Sunday after Pentecost  
 

Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7) 
Psalm 116:1, 10-17 

Romans 5:1-8 
Matthew 9:35-10:8(9-23)  

 
June 25 

Third Sunday after Pentecost  
 

Genesis 21:8-21 
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 

Romans 6:1b-11 
Matthew 10:24-39  

Position June 4 June 11 June 18 June 25 

    Father’s Day  

Priest Charles Preble Dana Emery Fred Nairn Charles Preble 

Organist Margaret Kalina Nancy Anderson JoNette Brogaard  

Lector 1 Mark Reicks JoEllen Doebbert Wendy Zander Karen Reicks 

Lector 2 Wendy Zander Mark Reicks John Hull John Hull 

Altar KarenReicks Tim Johnson Sheila Stanton Donna Ziegelman 

Chalise Wendy Zander JoEllen Doebbert Wendy Zander Karen Reicks 

Coffee Verlie Sinning Karen & Mark Reicks Wendy & Cleone Sheila Stanton 

 
Remember in Your Prayers: All clergy serving Emmanuel - 
Bishop Brian Prior - Jana & Charles Preble  –
  Don & Ann Hultstrand  – Laird Barber  -
 Hunter  – Cleone Sherman - John –  Mike & 
Lana – Jim –  Dana – Al Weinmann Family -
 Law Enforcement Officers - Military Person-
nel - Peace in the World - The Food Shelf, 
Volunteers & all who use it  - Total Ministry 
Team - Heartland Girls Ranch 

June Birthdays 
  
Connor Doebbert 
 Hunter Baas 
Josh Sinning 
Justin Madsen 
Sandy Embry 
Autumn Botz 
 

Lectionary Readings for June  
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