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Come Away With Me
` Jesus
These words of Jesus have spoken to me for most of my eightyone years. Jesus invites his disciples to come away with him to a
quiet place to be restored. For the past few years I’ve wanted to
make a quiet Benedictine retreat. I wanted it to be away from all
of the ‘noise’ we are so surrounded with; away from the toxic
busyness; to simply be with God and give myself over to whatever God wanted; to listen to God with the ear of my heart, and, as
Benedict says in his chapter on humility, to “keep God ever before you.” I wanted the psalms of morning, noon, and evening
prayer; to chant and read the Psalms; to be immersed in them “as
the water covers the sea.”
This October I made a six night directed retreat. At breakfast on
my first morning I watched three deer slowly graze near the lip of
the lake. They had no fear, no worry that I was too near. So I continued my gaze. Here was a place where they were safe. At once
it came to me that as I was watching them, I was also being
watched; I was held in God’s loving gaze. For the entire week I
had this abiding sense of God’s presence; I was simply in God’s
loving gaze. I was there to be loved by the One who loves me and
loves all people through and through. As God gazed lovingly at
me I kept God ever before me.
Each day began with getting up in the dark and walk to the
church, usually with a visit to the Lady Chapel. Silence was broken with the words, ‘O Lord, open our lips.’ Then the Psalms,
sometimes in a solo and sometimes all joining in, one side chanting and then the other side responding. The psalms are the poem
songs of our Hebrew predecessors, and the book Jesus and his
disciples recited from memory. All of this in God’s loving gaze.
Each day ended with Evening Prayer.
Each day I met for an hour with a spiritual director, and as she
listened to me, and responded I only went deeper in that amazing
realization of God’s continual care through my entire life, good
times and hard.
It was a good time. It was a God time. Now, a few months later, I
carry that wondrous sense of God’s caring presence. To “keep
God ever before my eyes” is to know that God keeps me ever in
sight. There is nowhere I can go that is not true.

Charles William Preble

Contact us:
Emmanuel Episcopal Church
P O Box 231
12th Avenue and Lake Street
Alexandria, MN 56308
320-763-3201

Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study: 9 a.m.
Pastoral Care: Contact Rev. Tom
Sinning, Deacon at 612-720-0473
Support Staff
DeAnn Runge, email:
episcopal@centurylink.net
Newsletter: DeAnn Runge
drunge@embarqmail.com
Godly Play Director/Teacher:
Verlie Sinning
vsinning0707@gmail.com

Vestry:

Tim Johnson, Co-Sr. Warden (’18)
Sheila Stanton, Co-Sr. Warden (’18)
Mark Reicks Jr. Warden (‘19)
Verlie Sinning Treasurer (‘19)
Mark Reicks
(‘19)
Verlie Sinning
(‘19)
Rachael Sinning (’18)
Wendy Zander
(‘18)
Farren Morical
(’18)
Delegates to Region and
Convention:
Belvin Doebbert
Alternate: JoEllen Doebbert

Senior Warden Report
January, 2018
Happy New Year! Christmas 2017 is now almost in the past . . . . I say “almost” because the
Christmas Season of the Church Year continues until Epiphany, January 6 th. It seems in our fastpaced and more or less secular world this is often sadly forgotten. Nevertheless, I hope that all of
you have had a wonderful holiday season!
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dylan’s Gloves of Love project that we have once again
highlighted during this time! It is so nice to see baskets filled with gloves and related items in the
Narthex. Keep in mind that although this is our main charitable focus during Advent and Christmas, we welcome donations all year long. We will continue to keep a basket in the Narthex for
this purpose. Now that we’ve begun our somewhat slow trek toward spring, these items will occasionally go on clearance sales . . . . A great opportunity to contribute to this mission!
Please watch for the Stewardship Letter which should appear in your mailbox soon if you have not
already received it. I apologize for my delay in getting these sent out . . . . The past month has
been a race against time for me . . . . Unfortunately, time won again! Nevertheless, as we quickly
approach 2018, it is time for us to consider our budget for the new year. Please prayerfully consider what you are able to share with our parish. We need to develop a plan for our finances that will
be presented to you at the Annual Meeting.
Again, I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of our Annual Meeting which will take
place on Sunday, January 28th, immediately following the Service. I know I’ve said it before, but
have to say it again: Please make every effort to attend! We need everyone to be present to help
with charting our course for 2018! As in past years a light lunch will be provided. I would also
like to ask you to consider serving on Vestry this next year. Many of our present members have
terms which expire as of the Annual Meeting and we need to fill their seats. This is not only an opportunity to be in-the-know of new things happening in our parish but also is an opportunity to
lend your voice with regard to ideas and decisions which are made!
On that note, the Senior Warden term which Sheila and I have filled during the past two years will
also expire. We are in great need of people who would be willing to serve as Senior Warden or
Junior Warden! Please give some thought to the possibility of doing so! If you ar e willing to
do so yourself or if you have any ideas of whom you feel would be willing to serve, please let me
know as soon as possible!
In closing, I would like to wish you all a wonderful rest of Christmas and a blessed Epiphany Season! Keep safe, warm, and healthy!
See you in church!
Tim Johnson, Co-Senior Warden

Lectionary Readings for January
January 7
First Sunday after the Epiphany

January 14
Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Genesis 1:1-5
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11
Psalm 29

1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20)
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17

January 21
Third Sunday after the Epiphany

January 28
Third Sunday after the Epiphany

Jonah 3:1-5, 10
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20
Psalm 62:6-14

Deuteronomy 18:15-20
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28
Psalm 111
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Remember in Your Prayers: All clergy serving Emmanuel - Bishop Brian - Tom - Jana &
Charles - Kathleen - Don & Ann –
Edith - Al –- Linda - John - Laird –
Wendy – Jessie – Dillon – Dana –
Simeon - Hunter - Mike & Lana - Cleone - The Doebbert Family - Total
Ministry Team - Law Enforcement
Officers - Military Personnel - Peace in
the World - The Food Shelf, volunteers & all who use
it - Heartland Girls Ranch - Everyone affected by recent storms and wildfires.

Lunch at meeting

January Birthdays
Donna Ziegelman
Linnae Hegg
JoEllen Doebbert
John Hull

Mark Reicks
Stephanie Schaper
Christian Schaper
Flynn Bakkum-Byne

Weather Cancellations
In the last few years extremely poor weather has forced us to cancel
services six times: December 29 in 2013, January 5 & 26 in 2014,
and February 18 (Ash Wednesday) in 2015, January 16 in 2016, and
December 31 in 2017.
Services are not cancelled without a lot of thought. The supply
priest, Tom, any available members of the Vestry, and the senior
warden decide what is the best and safest choice. After making the
decision, the next problem is to let everyone know.
We will try to make the decision to cancel late Saturday afternoon/evening rather than Sunday
morning because it is very important to be sure that everyone is contacted. But weather is extremely changeable, and it may be necessary to cancel on Sunday morning.
These are the steps that will be followed:
1. Pay attention to the weather. If the weather forecast is predicting "no travel advised" or any
kind of extreme weather for Saturday night and/or Sunday morning/afternoon, please check
your email on Saturday evening and again on Sunday morning.
2. An email will be sent out on Saturday afternoon/evening stating there is a possibility that
there will not be church and asking you to check your email before leaving for church.
3. An email will be sent out announcing cancellation of church. This will be done late Saturday
night or early Sunday morning (before 7:00 am).
Only people who do not have an email address will be called and a message left on their answering machine if no one answers. Other people will not be called. If you specifically want to
be called, please let Tim know by early December. If you know of anyone who does not have or
may not check their email, please call them and let them know.
If possible local radio or TV stations will be asked to put a notice on the air and on their websites. We will call as many local stations as possible; but some stations do not staff their offices on Sunday morning.
The National Weather Service is predicting a winter with below-average temperatures and
wetter-than-average conditions across most of the northern US. Hopefully the forecasters are
wrong, and we have a relatively mild winter so that no services have to be cancelled. But it is
always good to have a plan.
Tim Johnson
320-834-2032 or 320-808-0457
timj1961@hotmail.com
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