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Be Christ to and for one another
By Charles William Preble

In my teens I was a seeker, a doubter, and a skeptic. I
had listened to evangelical preachers and was put off
by all their shouting. I had listened to Episcopalian
preachers and they seemed almost too polite. I
watched Bishop Sheen and he seemed a bit too slick.
But still I searched. Someone gave me Thomas Merton’s By the Waters of Shiloh, an account of Merton’s
life within the Monastery. It was there and then
something resonated within me. Merton seemed so
honest and so deep. He wasn’t like I the others. Not
long after that I made a preached retreat at a small
Episcopalian monastery. The retreat leader, Fr. Baldwin, spoke of the love of God in such a way that it
burst through my skepticism, my doubts, and it was
what I longed for. He was speaking directly to me.
Something from his depths spoke to me in my depths.
Fr. Baldwin was the same when I spoke with him one
on one. It was one deep speaking to another. I would
never be the same.
When Jesus spoke, in today’s gospel he spoke not as
the scribes but as one with authority. The Greek word
exousia is translated as authority, but exousia goes
far deeper than authority. It literally means that Jesus
spoke from his deepest inner being. He speaks as the
one who is, the I am that I am.
Fr. Baldwin spoke from his inner being. The love of
God radiated from him as if coming from his very
roots. He spoke from his depths to mine. That was the
way of Jesus. Jesus spoke to those who had ears to
hear. Remember Jesus’s conversation with the woman at the well. The Samaritan woman quickly picks up
that Jesus is very different. He listens. She listens.
They each spoke in a way that totally engaged the other. She wanted that living water, gushing up to eternal
life. Christ is that living water. It is for that water that
our deepest self thirsts.
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Sometimes I think how wonderful it would be to sit down with Jesus and have a real
one-to-one, to give him a hug and feel the love of his embrace, to listen to his wisdom,
to talk with him and know that Jesus is really listening and really hears me as no one
else has ever heard me. But that is not to be, at least in this life. Instead Jesus gave this
task to us. It is up to you and me.
In Christ we are called to be Christ for one another, and we have ways of doing that. If
we take the time to be with God as God is already with us we can find an intimacy that
goes beyond all of our words. It is called contemplative prayer, what Thomas Keating
called the foundation of monastic life. It must be the foundation of the life of every
Christian. If we take the time, as the psalmist says, to “Relax and know that I am God”,
we will be fed by Christ, and we will have bread to share with those who are alone, excluded, frightened, inwardly aching, whose deepest selves long for what we have been
given to share. From our deepest heart we can hear, understand, and speak the love of
God to the hearts of one another.

Julia Chester Emery; the Beginning of the United Thank Offering
So . . . . What do you know about Julia Chester Emery?
Julia Chester Emery was born in Dorchester, Massachusetts, in 1852. In 1876 she succeeded her sister,
Mary, as Secretary of the Woman's Auxiliary of the Board of Missions which had been established by
the General Convention in 1871.
During the forty years she served as Secretary, Julia helped the Church to recognize its call to proclaim the Gospel both at home and overseas. Her faith, her courage, her spirit of adventure and her
ability to inspire others combined to make her a leader respected and valued by the whole Church.
She visited every diocese and missionary district within the United States, encouraging and expanding the work of the Woman's Auxiliary; and in 1908 she served as a delegate to the Pan-Anglican
Congress in London. From there she traveled around the world, visiting missions in remote areas of
China, in Japan, Hong Kong, the Philippines, Hawaii, and then all the dioceses on the Pacific Coast
before returning to New York. In spite of the fact that travel was not easy, she wrote that she went
forth "with hope for enlargement of vision, opening up new occasions for service, acceptance of new
tasks.”
Through her leadership a network of branches of the Woman's Auxiliary was established which
shared a vision of and a commitment to the Church's mission. An emphasis on educational programs,
a growing recognition of social issues, development of leadership among women, and the creation of
the United Thank Offering are a further part of the legacy Julia left to the Church when she retired in
1916.
In 1921, the year before she died, the following appeared in the Spirit of Missions: "In all these enterprises of the Church no single agency has done so much in the last half-century to further the
Church's Mission as the Woman's Auxiliary." Much of that accomplishment was due to the creative
spirit of its Secretary of forty of those fifty years, Julia Chester Emery.
An amazing woman! One of the many Episcopalian women featured in" Holy Women, Holy Men” our
newest “celebrating the saints” book from the 2009 General Convention of the Episcopal Church of
America.

United Thank Offering
The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry of the Episcopal Church for the mission of the whole church. Through UTO individuals are invited to embrace and
deepen a personal daily spiritual discipline of gratitude. UTO encourages people to
notice the good things that happen each day, give thanks to God for those blessings and make an offering for each blessing using a blue UTO box. The United
Thank Offering Mission is entrusted to receive the offerings, and to distribute 100%
of what is collected to support innovative mission and ministry throughout the
Episcopal Church of America and provinces of the Anglican Communion.
Several years ago Mary Sinning told us that in 1966, when we built Emmanuel, UTO
paid for part of our big beautiful roof. Look up and see what some UTO money has
done for us.
We are planning to begin handing out this year’s boxes on Sunday, March 10. The
Ingathering will take place on June 9, Pentecost Sunday, when we will collect the
boxes to forward the funds to the United Thank Offering Mission. If you have any
questions or if you do not receive a box, please talk to either Sheila or Tim.
Who knows . . . Maybe we will help another parish build a roof!

Summary of the Annual Meeting – February 3, 2019

Our Annual Meeting was held on Sunday, February 3. Eight adult members were present.
The yearly report booklet was handed out; if you would like to have a copy of this book,
please email the church and one will be sent to you.
We enjoyed a meal of sandwiches and chips. Tim Johnson brought the Epiphany cake; it
was decided to discontinue putting a medallion in the cake.
The 2019 Budget was discussed and approved by the attending members. There is a copy
of the budget in the booklet you will be receiving.
Elections were held for the up-coming year: JoEllen Doebbert was elected Senior Warden; Sheila Stanton was elected Junior Warden. Tim Johnson was elected to the vestry.
Belvin Doebbert was elected delegate to the ECMN convention, with JoEllen Doebbert as
alternate.
Thank you to Verlie Sinning, Rachael Sinning and Mark Reicks for serving on the vestry
these past few years.
Vestry - 2019
JoEllen Doebbert, Sr. Warden (’21) Sheila Stanton, Jr. Warden (’21)
Karen Reicks, Treasurer/Vestry (’20) Sheila Stanton, Vestry (’20)
Farren Morical, Vestry (’20)
Tim Johnson, Vestry (’22)
Karen Reicks
Total Ministry Team Member

Dear Friends and Members of Emmanuel,
During Lent this year, we will be using a different Eucharistic service out of Enriching Our Worship (EOW) at our Sunday Eucharist service.
EOW is supplemental liturgical material created by the Standing Liturgical Commission with the
approval of the General Convention of the Episcopal Church. It builds on the liturgies we have in
the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. The preface of the first volume of EOW, written by one of our
previous Presiding bishops, the Rt. Rev. Frank Griswold. He explains, “This collection is part of an
ongoing process of listening to what the Spirit is saying to the Church through the diverse experience of those who gather to worship and to celebrate the sacramental rites which fashion and
identify us as the People of God”.
The tradition of the words of our liturgy reflecting the experience of those worshipping goes back to
the creation of the first American Book of Common Prayer in 1789 in Philadelphia. The fledgling
church declared at that time, “it is a most invaluable part of that blessed ‘liberty wherewith Christ
hath made us free,’ that in his worship different forms and usages may without offense be allowed,
provided the substance of the Faith be kept entire…” (EOW 1: Introduction, 7). We can see this
tradition of “different forms and usages” within our current 1979 Prayer Book, as we have an ability
to worship God with different words and images.
Because our liturgy is brought to life in community, there is always tension when it comes to
change. Familiar patterns, rhythms, and metaphors remind us of the timelessness of God throughout our ever-changing lives and give us comfort, while new expressions of worship open new possibilities in our understanding of God. For me, these new expressions help to focus more fully on
the meaningfulness of who, what, and why I pray. The richness and beauty of the prayer opens a
new perspective while maintaining the powerful meaning of the Eucharist in my life.
In Lent, you will notice a variety of differences from our Rite II Book of Common Prayer worship:
the opening acclamation, the salutation (before the collect of the day), the response to the readings, the Nicene Creed, the confession of sin and absolution, the peace, the Eucharistic Prayer,
and the post-communion prayer.
Some of these changes are very slight. For example, the Nicene Creed is identical to our BCP version except for how it refers to the Holy Spirit:
BCP Version

EOW Version

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father, who with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.

In the EOW version of the creed, the Holy Spirit is gender neutral. This change is perhaps supported not only by the Holy Spirit not being a person and therefore not having a gender, but also by the
fact that both the Greek and Hebrew for “Spirit” (pnuema and ruah) are feminine nouns.

A larger change might be seen in the confession of sin, which reads,
BCP Version
Most merciful God, we confess that
we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our
whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and
we humbly repent. For the sake of
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name.
Amen.

EOW Version
God of all mercy, we confess that
we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have
denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world
you have created. We repent of the
evil that enslaves us, the evil we
have done, and the evil done on our
behalf. Forgive, restore, and
strengthen us through our Savior
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in
your love and serve only your
will. Amen.

Though they use different words, these two confessions, as required since 1789,
maintain the same “substance of the faith.” They use a variety of words and images
to open up to us different ways to grasp concepts such as sin, and evil, and forgiveness.
As we worship our God during Lent, I encourage you to take note of these differences, to save your bulletin to compare EOW with our BCP Rite II service. Please
take the opportunity to think about what these differences may mean to you in your
relationship with God and what they might possibly mean to others.
If you would like to have a copy of Enriching Our Worship 1 in PDF format, please
email Tom at tomsinning@gmail.com and he will be happy to send it to you. Here is
a link to those files, also: https://www.churchpublishing.org/siteassets/pdf/enrichingour-worship-1/enrichingourworship1.pdf
Yours in Jesus Christ from our Ministry Team,
Tom+
Karen
Belvin
JoEllen

The Season of Epiphany
Definition of epiphany

By Tim Johnson

1 capitalized : January 6 observed as a church festival in commemoration of the coming of the Magi as the
first manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles or in the Eastern Church in commemoration of the baptism of
Christ
2 : an appearance or manifestation especially of a divine being
3a(1) : a usually sudden manifestation or perception of the essential nature or meaning of something
(2) : an intuitive grasp of reality through something (such as an event) usually simple and striking
(3) : an illuminating discovery, realization, or disclosure
b : a revealing scene or moment
Once the twelve days of Christmas come to a close each year, we begin the Season of Epiphany on January
6, the Day of Epiphany. This day and season commemorate and celebrate the coming of the Magi following
the birth of Christ. In accordance with the description above, perhaps a better way to phrase this is to say
that it remembers when Christ was manifested, or revealed to the Magi, as well as to the world. Although
our displays of the Nativity often show all of the company who eventually came to adore the Messiah . . . .
The shepherds, the angels, the animals in the stable and the Magi or Three Kings . . . . The Magi did not appear on the specific day of the Nativity, but shortly thereafter. Often, people will use January 5th, known as
Twelfth Night, or the Day of Epiphany itself as a marker to take down Christmas decorations and to begin
celebrating the coming of the Good News to all. Although the Christmas Season has ended, the joyful spirit
of the coming of Christ continues through Epiphany. We continue to look back at this event and even for a
time keep with the use of Christmas Carols. Hymns appropriate to Epiphany as well as those which we recognize from the general Church Year gradually displace the Carols as the season progresses.
The length of Epiphany varies each year, lasting four to nine weeks. The duration of the season depends upon the date of Easter Sunday, which is one of the moveable Feasts in the Church calendar. If the day of
Epiphany (January 6th) does not fall on a Sunday, it is celebrated either on the Sunday preceding or the Sunday following this date. All depends upon the proximity (that is, how close is it) to the specific Sunday. On
the Sunday specified to recognize the Day of Epiphany, the coming of the Magi is celebrated. The following
Sunday is the observance of the Baptism of our Lord. Other Sundays include Gospels describing the wedding at Cana, the calling of the disciples, and various miracles, teachings, and works of Christ. The final
Sunday after the Epiphany which concludes this season is dedicated to the Transfiguration. The season culminates with the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent.
Many of the feasts and celebrations of the Christian Church have their origins with pagan religions. Although it varied with different locations and different religions, the winter solstice was recognized on January
6th in certain places. Early Christians chose to replace this festival with the manifestations (“epiphanies”) of
Christ’s divinity. It was originally called “The Feast of Lights” and the celebration of the sun was replaced
with the celebrations of the Son of God.
As with Advent and Christmas, Epiphany is yet one more time to reflect on the Miracle of the Incarnation.
Now that the rush and celebrations of the two former seasons are completed for yet one more year, may you
find time to experience your own epiphany and to contemplate on what this Season means to us as Christians
and to our world.
Sources:
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/epiphany-season
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Epiphany
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/epiphany

Lectionary Readings for February
February 3
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

February 10
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

Jeremiah 1:4-10
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30
Psalm 71:1-6

Isaiah 6:1-8, [9-13]
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11
Psalm 138

February 17
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany

February 24
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany

Jeremiah 17:5-10
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26
Psalm 1

Genesis 45:3-11, 15
1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50
Luke 6:27-38
Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42

Lectionary Readings for March
March 3
Last Sunday after the Epiphany

March 10
First Sunday in Lent

Exodus 34:29-35
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Luke 9:28-36, [37-43a]
Psalm 99

Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

March 17
Second Sunday in Lent

March 24
Third Sunday in Lent

March 31
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Genesis 15:1-12,17-18
Philippians 3:17-4:1
Luke 13:31-35
Psalm 27

Exodus 3:1-15
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9
Psalm 63:1-8

Joshua 5:9-12
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Psalm 32

Position
Priest
Organist
Lector 1
Lector 2
Altar
Chalice
S School
Coffee

February 3
Annual Meeting
Tom Sinning
Karen Kierkof
JoEllen Doebbert
Belvin Doebbert
Karen Reicks
JoEllen Doebbert
Verlie & Karen
Rachael-in charge
Tim-Cake

February 10

February 17

February 24

Tom Sinning
Mertice Brueske
Linnae Hegg
Farren Morical
Tim Johnson

Fred Nairn
Laurie Krueger
Mark Reicks
Farren Morical
Karen Reicks
Mark Reicks

Randy Welsand
Nancy Anderson
JoEllen Doebbert
Belvin Doebbert
Tim Johnson
Kay Welsand

No Sunday School

Verlie & Karen

No Sunday School

Linnae G-Hegg

Karen Sinotte

Doebberts

Remember in Your Prayers: (please take this list home and
use as a prayer list): All clergy serving Emmanuel - Bishop Brian - Tom - Jana &
Charles - Hultstrand Family - Kathleen Edith - Cleone - The Families of Dana
Christenson & Patty Den Hartog - Al - Belvin - Trappier - Linda - Laird - Wendy - Jessie - Hunter - Tarz & Sandy - Law Enforcement Officers - Military Personnel - Peace in the World - The
Food Shelf, volunteers & all who use it - Total Ministry
Team - Those affected by recent wildfires & Hurricanes Florence & Michael

The Right Reverend Donald
Maynard Hultstrand passed away on
December 21, 2018, in Greenville,
South Carolina, at the age of 91.
The Memorial Service was held January 7, 2019, at Christ Church Episcopal in Greenville, SC.
Arrangements by Mackey Funerals
and Cremations at Century Drive,
Greeneville, SC.
Further information can be found at:
www.dignitymemorial.com/
obituaries/greenville-sc/donaldhultstrand-8096123

February Birthdays
Dyanne Parsons
Edith Kelly
Mary Ann Maameri

March Birthdays
Karen Runge
Ariana Rutledge
Hunter Botz
Avery Sinning

Anniversaries
Tarz & Sandy Embry
Gordon & Donna Ziegelman
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