
From Rev. Fred Nairn 

Christmas Eve last, 2018, Mary Jo and I attended Midnight Mass at Notre 

Dame Cathedral in Paris, France.  It sounds very grand, and it was, but we 

are not, and the two thousand other people there looked just like us – ordi-
nary people in church. 

Being in Paris for Christmas was something that I really wanted to do, but 

never did, never had the opportunity or never made the opportunity, given 

that Christmas Eves tend to be busy in Clergy World.  Now that I am not 
regularly scheduled for Christmas services Mary Jo encouraged me to do 

something I always wanted to do.  It didn’t take too much pushing on her 

part and we have now spent Christmas in France for the last several years.   
A change in my health status was another factor in our trip-planning – got to 

go while you can, is the motto. 

The foregoing by way of telling how shocked we were on April 15 to see the 

cathedral go up in flames.  How could that happen, what is there to burn in 
there anyway?  The Great Organ and the Choir Organ were high up on my 

list of, “Oh No, this can’t be happening!”  The building itself is all stone, 

sandstone, which mostly didn’t burn, but the roof is another matter altogeth-
er.  It’s covered in lead, which melts and burns under heat and heat there 

was in plenty.  “The Forest of Notre Dame” – that superstructure of 800-

year-old oak supporting all that lead, burned like fury – dry, hard, oak, and 
nearly brought the whole structure down, stone and all.  But for the gallant 

and professional fire fighters and other first responders of Paris who gave up 

on saving the roof to try and keep the fire from the towers and stained-glass 
windows, the whole thing would probably have been a total loss.  Individu-

als, including the Paris Fire Brigade’s Chaplain and the Arch-Rector of the 

cathedral made numerous trips into the burning building to try to save the 
most precious of their artifacts including the Crown of Thorns believed to 

have been worn by Jesus at his trial.  It doesn’t matter if you believe that or 

not – it’s precious to many people and they wanted to save it and did.  

We are familiar enough, unfortunately, with wildfires, with houses, nursing 
homes, hospitals, even entire towns burning to the ground.  Typically, as we 

watch these tragedies – flooding the same – houses washed away, what 

would we run back in to save, what would we gather together in a panic and 
seek to save if we had to abandon our home to fire or flood?  It’s a terrible 

thought and I pray we never have to make such a decision.  But to think 

about it is to evaluate what is most important that we would risk our lives to 
save – loved ones for sure, pets if we could – a photo, a book or diary, jewelry maybe.  Or would we just be thank-

ful to get away with our lives and surrender the rest as, “only things, only objects?” 

Parisians, and many others around the country and the world, were thankful that there was no loss of life in the 

Cathedral fire, the building can be rebuilt though it will not be the same, but it will be rededicated and there will be 
a great celebration.  I may not see that nor may I attend another Christmas Eve Midnight Mass there, but I am 

thankful that we were able to do that when we did.  Which is another take-away from thinking about this and simi-

lar major events: do what you want while you can and don’t put it off for another day or a better time.  Mary Jo 
and I talk about our travel as “making memories,” photo albums in the cloud and in the heart.         
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Kid’s Corner 
 

Continuing with our Kid’s Corner where we thought it would be fun to talk to 
some of our youth, today we talk with Jewliana Rutledge. 
 

SS: Hi Juju! How old are you?  

JR: I am nine years old. 

SS: What grade are you in now? 

JR: I’m in the fourth grade. 

SS: Do you like Sunday School? Do you have friends at school who go to Sunday School? 

JR: Yes, yes, some of the time they go to Sunday School. 

SS: What do you like about it? 

JR: I like my teacher a lot; she is really nice. I like the things we talk about, the activity packets and sharing out 
loud. 

SS: What Bible story is your favorite? What do you like about it? 

JR: Samson and Delilah. Samson was so strong; he had power and strength. 
People kept trying to find out how he was so strong. Finally, Delilah gave away 
his secret for money and cut his hair. Even when he had lost his eyes, God gave 
him a chance. He couldn’t see but he was powerful. He pulled down the walls 
on all the people. 

SS: Is there a Bible story you don’t like? What don’t you like about it? 

JR: Yes, I don’t like Noah’s ark with the flood that drowned all that was on the earth except the animals and people 
who got off the ark and went safely to shore. 

SS: Religion is supposed to help us choose good and kind over bad or evil.  Do you think coming to Church helps 
you make tough choices? 

JR: Yes, it helps a person to think about trusting someone who wants you to help with, with her homework. She 
may be lying.  She is just trying to get out of doing her own homework. 

SS: Your brother, Heath, just got baptized at Emmanuel. Where did you get baptized? 

JR: In Litchfield. I was two or three years old. 

SS: What do you think about baptism? Is it important to you? 

JR: Yes, it is important because when you become a living member of God, we accept God’s gift and not go into 
evil. 

SS: Do you have any ideas about what you want to do when you get out of school and get a job? 

JR: Oh yes! I may want to be a lifeguard at the Y, or a teacher... or a music teacher, or a singer, maybe a singer who 
teaches music. 

SS: What is your favorite out of school activity? 

JR: I love to swim at the Y, watch TV, play outside and I especially like to play with my four-year-old 
cat named Luna who I share with my grandma, or my cat Pandora, who I share with my older sister. 

SS: I want you to know, JuJu, all of us grown-ups at Emmanuel appreciate you coming to Sunday 
School. We are thankful we have young Episcopalians in our Church. 

Thank you for this interview.  God bless you as you learn about our faith.  

Sheila 



Baptism  
 

Heath Rutledge, the son of John and Billy Jo Rutledge, was baptized on Sunday, 
April 7.  We celebrated Heath’s initiation by water and the Holy Spirit into Christ’s 
body, the church. 

Pentecost Communion Wine 
 

We are fast approaching the Day of Pentecost . . . . Otherwise known as Whitsunday, 
this feast falls on June 9th this year.  It has been our tradition to present wine to be used 
during the Services of Holy Eucharist throughout the coming year on this day.   
 
The Altar Guild is asking each household to bring a bottle of tawny port wine for this 
purpose that Sunday.  This particular variety of wine is preferred because we have 
found that this type is the easiest to remove from the linens used during the Service.   
 
If each household provides a bottle of this wine, it will usually be enough to see us 
through the year.  So if you are able to do so, please bring one with you to church on 
Sunday, June 9th.  If you are not able to be present that day but would still like to do-
nate, you may bring it anytime during the Season of Pentecost.  
 
Many thanks from the Altar Guild!    



United Thank Offering (UTO) Ingathering 
 

This past March, at the beginning of the Lenten Season, we distributed collection boxes to bene-
fit the United Thank Offering (UTO) Mission.  We now approach our Ingathering of these box-
es, which will take place on Pentecost Sunday, June 9th.   
 
To quickly review, UTO is a ministry of the Episcopal Church for the mission of the whole 
church.  This undertaking was established in 1916 thanks to the tireless work of Julia Chester 
Emery, an American Episcopal woman who helped the Church to spread the Gospel both in this 
country as well as overseas (See Sheila’s article in the February/March newsletter).   
 
Through UTO, individuals are invited to embrace and deepen a personal daily spiritual disci-
pline of gratitude.  UTO encourages people to notice the good things that happen each day, give 
thanks to God for those blessings, and to make an offering for each blessing using a blue UTO 
box.  The United Thank Offering Mission is entrusted to receive the offerings and to distribute 
100% of what is collected to support innovative mission and ministry throughout the Episcopal 
Church of America and provinces of the Anglican Communion. 
 
These past three months, we have had the opportunity to express our thanks for the blessings in 
our lives.  Now is the time that we gather what we have offered to be forwarded to the UTO 
mission on Pentecost Sunday, June 9th.  If you did not have the opportunity to begin a box earli-
er in this year’s gathering but would still like to contribute, envelopes for this purpose are avail-
able on the table in the Narthex.  We intend to repeat this project during this same time next 
year.   
 
Remember, not only does UTO benefit those in need both near and far, but 100% of what is col-

lected is distributed to those who are helped with these funds!  God bless all of you for your 

help with this mission! 

Why is there digging by the church? 
 

Did you notice some construction cones to the left of 
our front door? We’ve had another flood in our base-
ment! This time it was due to our sump pump that 
couldn’t handle all the water this rainy spring is 
providing. We’ve replaced the old pump with a brand 
new one and changed our evacuation drain. Our old 
drain was above ground and only about 3 feet long. 
After many lawn mowers went over it, it was full of 
holes and cracks.  A lot of the water seeped down 
and returned to the sump pump. Our new system is 
underground and over 12 feet long. It terminates in a 
french drain with a drainage pail and is embedded in 
rocks to further slow the flow of water and distribute 
it to a large area under our grass and trees. 

At the same time our handyman sealed up some spi-
der cracks that were revealed when we got the 
hole open. These cracks had resulted from so much 
water sitting against the foundation wall. 

Now we are all sealed up, dried off and ready for 
spring. We hope by Salad Supper on June 11th, we’ll even have new grass growing! 





 
June 2 

Seventh  Sunday of Easter 
 
 

Acts 16:16-34 
Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20-21 

John 17:20-26 
Psalm 97 

 
June 9 

Day of Pentecost  
Whitsunday 

 
Acts 2:1-21 

or Genesis 11:1-9 
Romans 8:14-17 

or Acts 2:1-21 
John 14:8-17, (25-27) 
Psalm 104:25-35, 37 

 
June 16 

First Sunday after Pentecost  
Trinity Sunday  

 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

Romans 5:1-5 
John 16:12-15 

Psalm 8 
or Canticle 13 (or Canticle 2)  

June 23 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 

 
1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a 

Psalm 42 and 43 
Galatians 3:23-29 

Luke 8:26-39  

 June 30 
Third Sunday after Pentecost  

 
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 
Galatians 5:1,13-25 

Luke 9:51-62  

Lectionary Readings for June 

Lectionary Readings for July 

 
June 7 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  
 

2 Kings 5:1-14 
Psalm 30 

Galatians 6:(1-6)7-16 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20  

 
July 14 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  
 

Amos 7:7-17 
Psalm 82 

Colossians 1:1-14 
Luke 10:25-37  

July 21 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  

 
Amos 8:1-12 

Psalm 52 
Colossians 1:15-28 

Luke 10:38-42  

July 28 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  

 
Hosea 1:2-10 

Psalm 85 
Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19) 

Luke 11:1-13  



 

Remember in Your Prayers:  (please take this list home and 
use as a prayer list):  All clergy serving Em-
manuel - Bishop Brian - Tom - Jana & 
Charles - Hultstrand Family - Doebbert 
Family  - Kathleen - Edith  -  Cleone -
 Belvin - Trappier - Linda - Laird - Wendy - 
Jessie - Hunter - Tarz & Sandy - Law En-
forcement Officers - Military Personnel - 
Peace in the World - The Food Shelf, volunteers & all who 
use it  - Total Ministry Team - Those affected by recent wild-
fires & Hurricanes Florence & Michael  

Position June 2 June 9 June 16 June 23 June 30 

      

Priest Tom Sinning Tom Sinning Randy Welsand Fred Nairn Kathleen Galvin 

Organist JoNette Brogaard Karen Kirkof JoNette Brogaard Mertice Brueske JoNette Brogaard 

Lector 1 JoEllen Doebbert Karen Reicks Sheila Stanton Donna Ziegelman JoEllen Doebbert 

Lector 2 Belvin Doebbert Mark Reicks Donna Ziegelman Sheila Stanton Belvin Doebbert 

Altar Sheila Stanton Tim Johnson Donna Ziegelman Tim Johnson Donna Ziegelman 

Chalice JoEllen Doebbert  Kay Welsand Karen Reicks JoEllen Doebbert 

Coffee Doebberts Sheila Stanton  Reicks Doebberts 

Mark your calendars!  Calling all 
golfers. Let's have a Team Emmanuel 
at the BS Open at Osakis Golf Club 
August 24 - a fundraiser for cancer 
research founded in honor of Bob Si-
notte. Contact Karen Sinotte for more 
info.  

June Birthdays  
Connor Doebbert 
Hunter Baas 
Josh Sinning 
Kitana Grimmer 
Justin Madsen 
Sandy Embry 
Autumn Botz 

July Birthdays  
Alison Derby 
Ann Hultstrand 
Jeweliana Rutledge 

Anniversaries 
Charles & Jana Preble 
Verlie and Jason Sinning 

Albert Pfeifle 
Some of you have met JoEllen Doebbert's 
dad, Al. Al died peacefully on Memorial 
Day at the Memory unit at Grand Ar-
bor.  Arrangements are through the Cre-
mation Society. A service will be held in 
St. Cloud later this summer.  
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