
On Pentecost 2020 
    From Rev. Tom Sinning 

 
On the day of Pentecost, when the seven weeks of Easter had 
come to an end, Christ's Passover was fulfilled in the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit, manifested, given and communicated as a di-
vine person. The last day of May this year we celebrated Pente-
cost Sunday. The Advocate promised by Christ enters the Be-
loved Community to guide it until the second coming. 
Not only is it feast day of the church, the day of Pentecost is a 
celebration of God's hand guiding the Beloved Community 
through the trials and challenges that it faced. If we look back at 
the lectionary readings for the past seven weeks, we see a com-
munity struggling to come up with answers to those problems: 
who should be admitted to the believing community? Should we 
obey the purity and food laws? What roles, and responsibilities 
should Church officials exercise? These were problems that per-
plexed the early Beloved Community and are the same we face 
today. 
The readings of Eastertide give testimony to a community strug-
gling to organize itself in the best possible and most inclusive 
way. It was only with the belief that its members were acting with 
some guidance and grace from God, in the person of the Holy 
Spirit, that the early Church had the confidence to make the deci-
sions to develop itself. 
From that first Pentecost until now, it has always been the belief 
of the Church that the Holy Spirit directs and guides us both col-
lectively and individually. God is not a distant being and the as-
cended Jesus has not abandoned us. We have the Spirit of God 
living and working in our lives and in the Beloved Community. 
This is a magnificent idea. It is sad that the beauty of this idea is 
lacking in some ways in our contemporary beliefs and attitudes.   
The problems experienced by the early communities are as real 
today as they were to the disciples who knew Christ. There was a 
bitter division in the early Church about who should be allowed 
to join the community. Some proposed an open door policy and 
some looked for ways to exclude. This is reflected in the way we 
treat immigrants, people of color, other cultures and those at the 
margins to this day. 
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The Church at Pentecost tried to form itself as a caring and just community. Daily we read of 
the abuses of privilege and the shirking of duties by our leaders. Even many church leaders 
are found wanting. We hear so much negativity that much of it fails to shock us any more, 
even when we see an appalling video. We are probably immune to low standards because we 
have generally abandoned our own. Has the Spirit anything positive to offer us in all this? 
Encouraged by the belief that the Spirit guides us, the Beloved Community from its very be-

ginning has discerned regularly to evaluate its attitudes and teachings. We all can do the same 

and certainly need to do something soon. Pentecost may be a feast with its roots in the past, 

but the confidence it gives to face our problems is for both now and the future. 

 

 

A message from the Senior Warden, JoEllen Doebbert 

Greetings, friends!  It seems forever since I have seen you all - since mid-March.  I pray that 

you are well and keeping in touch with family, friends, and people from church.  We recently 

sent out a new church directory so that you would have the most recent contact infor-

mation.  Let me know if there is an update or an error in your listing. 

On June 6, we will have a new Bishop for Minnesota:  Craig Loya from Omaha, Nebras-

ka.  His consecration will be by livestream.  Here is the link if you would like to 

watch:   https://episcopalmn.org/june-2020-consecration-of-bishop-x   

Your Vestry has been meeting by "Zoom" since mid-March, often gathering weekly to pray 

and stay in touch. We agree with our Bishop and Bishop-elect that not meeting in person and 

not holding church services in person is the right thing to do - the right thing to keep every-

one safe. Please let us know if you have questions or concerns.  We want to hear from you.  

Financially, Emmanuel is holding its own for the time being. Some of our members make one 

yearly donation; others, like me, give weekly and drop our check into the offering plate.  Now 

that we are not passing the plate, our donations are down.  If you are able to give, we are en-

closing an envelope for your use.  If you are not able to give due to financial constraints, 

please take care of yourself at this time and give when you are able to in the future. Please 

keep Emmanuel in your prayers. 

I commend to you the sermon of ArchBishop Michael Curry, who preached at the Washington 

National Cathedral on Pentecost Sunday.  He spoke of a "pandemic of self-centeredness" 

gripping our society, and how the only antidote, or cure, is Love, the love that Jesus taught 

and lived.  That Jesus taught us to love God and to love your neighbor as yourself, and to 

treat others as the children of God. Coming full circle, Bishop Curry noted how wearing a 

mask in this pandemic is a symbol of Christ's love, because it is a small, unselfish, sacrificial 

act of love which is done to protect others, i.e. the children of God.  Find his sermon 

at: https://cathedral.org/sermons/sermon-the-most-rev-michael-b-curry-2/ 

As we move forward through both the pandemic and the harsh reality and pain that racism is 

alive and well, I find this prayer from Bishop Budde of the Diocese of Washington DC help-

ful: "Grant us strength and courage for the living of this hour."    

Be well, take care, and stay in touch! 



A Statement from Bishop-elect Craig Loya regarding the death of George Floyd 
 
May 26, 2020 
 
I am heartbroken and angry by the cold hearted murder of George Floyd, a beloved child of 
God. America in 2020 is the place where black men are regularly murdered by police while they 
are handcuffed and begging for their lives. This simply does not happen to people who look like 
me. Not all of us are guilty of committing racist hate crimes, of course, but all of us are culpable 
in a society that devalues black and brown lives. While it would be easy for me to point the fin-
ger at the cops who have been rightly fired for committing murder, I am privileged in countless 
ways, known and unknown, by the racist foundation upon which our nation is built. The way of 
Jesus is never about fearing and devaluing the other. It is always about giving up our selves for 
love of the other. It is about making space in the center for those we have pushed to the margins. 
It is about receiving the one another across difference as a pure gift and blessing. My job as a 
Christian leader is always about making space for voices that have been silenced, and repenting 
of the injustices which I commit, and which are committed on my behalf. I hope you will join 
me in praying for the repose of the soul of George Floyd, for his family and friends. I hope you 
will join me in lamenting the racism we continue to tolerate together. I hope you will join me in 
repenting of the sin of racism that is alive and well in our church and in our world. And I hope 
you will call me to account whenever I fail to make space for voices of those who cry "please, 
please," which is the work Jesus is always engaged in. 

Stay Informed:  What's going on in the Episcopal Church of Minnesota? 
 

Check out the ECMN website and Facebook page for the latest information and statements from 
our Bishop and Bishop-elect. You can subscribe to ECMN's "E-News" emails at:  
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001eE8BHR1k0dH_wtsEkx4y1SeEKya

-1tqNc5kWdPvkynJSrpoa7yTvfC19t49BI0rBQ4WbzrbRTxQAy_ewTEvmPDQ-

uPaHPuCYoQitfpyg1Rv7RpqfVLx-xyu_EnKU1UUNP6E9Xvb1r2UcDgUq-

Cvq5M6WHEYag51D 

A new Collect for Pentecost and to honor Covid 19 victims 
A prayer for the power of the Spirit among the people of God: 

 
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you provide 

in times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. Revive 

us to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share 

life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever and 

however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, that we and the 

whole creation might be restored and renewed, Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 
Online Resources for Worship:   
Live Stream this Sunday’s service from the National Cathedral at 10:15 a.m. (Minnesota 
time):    https://cathedral.org/worship/ 

Live Stream this Sunday’s service from St. Mark’s Cathedral, Minneapolis at 10:30 
am:     https://ourcathedral.org/live-video/ 

The Prayer Book and daily/weekly readings can be found at:    www.bcponline.org   and   http://
lectionarypage.net/ 

Daily Services can be found at these sites:   https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-
worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer   and    https://www.missionstclare.com/ 

Or if you would rather listen to Morning Prayer:    https://amato.podbean.com/ 

Morning Prayer and Hymns for home use (from St. Clements, St. Paul):     https://
faithconnector.s3.amazonaws.com/stcstp/files/prayer_booklet_for_home_use.pdf?
r=95036130 

Daily meditations from Forward Day by Day online, the podcast:    https://
www.forwardmovement.org/Pages/Item/12306/Podcast.aspx  

 
Salad Supper Cancelled 

 

We are sorry to say that the 2020 Salad supper has been cancelled.   We plan to continue 
the long-standing tradition and will have a 2021 Salad Supper next June. 

 
 

Save the Date for the Picnic 
 
Another long-standing event for Emmanuel is uncertain.   The 
church service at St. Paul’s and the picnic at the Chalet in Glen-
wood are tentatively scheduled for Sunday, September 13, 2020.   
Whether this event will actually happen is not known right now.   
We will keep you posted later in the summer. 
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June 7 

First Sunday After Pentecost: 
Trinity Sunday 

 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Matthew 28:16-20 

Psalm 8 
or Canticle 13 (or Canticle 2) 

 
June 14 

Second Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 6  

 
 

Exodus 19:2-8a 
Psalm 100 

Romans 5:1-8 
Matthew 9:35-10:8(9-23)  

 

June 21 
Third Sunday After Pentecost 

Proper 7 
 

Jeremiah 20:7-13 
Psalm 69: 8-11, (12-17), 18-20 

Romans 6:1b-11 
Matthew 10:24-39  

June28 
Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

Proper 8  
 

Jeremiah 28:5-9 
Psalm 89:1-4,15-18 

Romans 6:12-23 
Matthew 10:40-42  

Lectionary Readings for June  

Need a prayerbook or hymnal for use at home? 

If you would like to have a  Book of Common Prayer or Hymnal at home while 
we are not holding Sunday services, please either call the church and leave a 
message (320-763-3201) and we will mail or have one delivered to you (let us 
know your address), or feel free to stop by the church and check one out.  

 
July 5 

Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 9 

 
Zechariah 9:9-12 
Psalm 145:8-15 

Romans 7:15-25a 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30  

 
July 12 

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 10 

 
Isaiah 55:10-13 

Psalm 65: (1-8), 9-14 
Romans 8:1-11 

Matthew 13:1-9,18-23  

July 19 
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

Proper 11 
 

Isaiah 44:6-8 
Psalm 86:11-17 
Romans 8:12-25 

Matthew 13:24-30,36-43  

July 26 
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 

Proper 12 
 

1 Kings 3:5-12 
Psalm 119:129-136 

Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52  

Lectionary Readings for July  



 

Remember in Your Prayers:  (please take this list home and 
use as a prayer list):  All clergy serving Emmanuel - Bishop 
Brian - Bishop Elect, Craig Loya - Tom - 
Jana & Charles - Hultstrand Family  - Kath-
leen - Karen -  Edith  -  Cleone - The Fami-
lies of Dana Christenson & Patty Den Har-
tog - Belvin - Trappier - Linda - Laird - 
Wendy - Jessie - Hunter - Tarz & Sandy - 
Law Enforcement Officers - Military Per-
sonnel - Peace in the World - The Food 
Shelf, volunteers & all who use it  - Total Ministry Team - 
All of those who are affected by the COVID19 virus and 
those who are bravely on the front lines of service - Jason 
and Deb - Guide us in the way of inclusion and peace  

Congratulations To Our Graduates: 

 

Autumn Botz, Alexandria Area High School, daughter of Verlie Sinning.   

She plans to attend Alexandria Technical College this fall for  

communication art & design. 

 

Gavin Doebbert, University of Minnesota College of Science and Engineering, 

majoring in Computer Science. Son of Belvin and JoEllen Doebbert. 

June Birthdays  
Connor Doebbert 
Hunter Baas 
Josh Sinning 
Kitana Grimmer 
Justin Madsen 
Sandy Embry 
Autumn Botz 

July Birthdays  
Alison Derby 
Ann Hultstrand 
Jeweliana Rutledge 

Anniversaries 

Charles & Jana Preble 

Verlie and Jason Sinning 
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