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From Rev. Fred Nairn
I sit before a blank screen, contemplating what I might write
for my modest offering to the Newsletter; the screen is
blank because it is a dangerous time for our world, our
country and our particular democracy and I can’t think there
is anything more on the minds of people who are paying attention, but I don’t want to write about these things. As you
see, the page is no longer blank even though I haven’t said
anything or appear to be writing about something that I
don’t want to write about. That is only partially true.
The country seems to be bitterly divided between Conservatives and Liberals, at least for those who are paying
attention. In case you missed it, last night was the first
presidential debate in Cleveland, Ohio. For those who
have already made up their minds which candidate they
would cast their ballot for, the debate will have changed
nothing. For those who are undecided there was little or
nothing to excite or educate them. And for those who don’t
vote, which would be typically 40% of the voting population,
they don’t care much about the country which, they might
say, has done nothing for them; why would they bother doing anything for this country?
My son, Alistair called me a few days ago (today is the last
day of September). He was very anxious and wanted to
talk about it because, as he understands it, I grew up and
lived in a divided country, a country at war with itself; Sectarian strife, Catholics versus Protestants, had been in that
country’s DNA from its inception in 1921 with sporadic
spikes, the most serious lasting thirty years, from 1967 until
1998. Why was he troubled? He was troubled by the state
of the country, again, as he sees it, and fearful that civil
strife would erupt around the time of the election in November. I did my best to “talk him off the ledge.” Though it was
not an expressed concern as we talked, he and his partner
are expecting a child in November. Perhaps he is anxious
about bringing a child into the world at this time.
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Had I taken our conversation in this direction I might have suggested that, bad as our
country is at the moment, there are many worse places to be, worse places to raise a

child than St. Paul, Minnesota. That would probably not have been a comfort and
more likely an occasion for even more worry. He texted me last night that he had
watched the first five minutes of the debate and then turned it off. Probably a wise
decision.
I tuned in to the Presiding Bishop’s address a few days or a week ago. As a part of
that sermon or address, he cited the “What would Jesus Do?” question, rearranging
it slightly and encouraging us - Christians/Episcopalians - to pose the question,
“What did Jesus Do?” I found that helpful and began thinking back to what the
Gospels tell us Jesus did, most succinctly expressed as an answer to John the
Baptizer’s question, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?” Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John, what you hear or see, the blind
receive their sight, the lame walk and those with leprosy are cleansed, the deaf
hear and the dead are raised up and the Good News is preached to the
poor.” That’s what Jesus did.
One more thought or reflection from the person who does not have a vote, (though
I am an influencer in small ways amongst my students): the duty of Christian Citizenship is to vote and pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom, and if our words and
actions do not support that purpose then we are not performing as Christian Citizens should. Stand up for decency, stand up for generosity, stand up for those
who fear for their safety, stand up for goodness and kindness in little ways. “Stand,
stand up for Jesus.”

1928 Service - 2020

We held our annual 1928 service on Sunday, September 13, at St. Paul’s Episcopal
church on the Pope County Museum grounds in Glenwood, MN. As we do every
year, we used the 1928 Prayer Book and held an old-time service. Rev. Tom Sinning
conducted the service.
Because of Covid-19, this year was dramatically different than any other year. The
service was held outside the church with the altar set up on the church steps. People
wore masks, maintained safe social distances and used lots of hand sanitizer. Instead of hearing the antique organ, John & Jeweliana Rutledge provided guitar and
violin music. This year there was no delicious potluck picnic in the Chalet.
In spite of the all changes, the weather was beautiful; and we all enjoyed a meaningful
service.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church was consecrated on April 1, 1894, and became part of
the Diocese of Minnesota. St. Paul’s was first located at Franklin Avenue & Oak
Street in Glenwood. It was moved to Court Street in 1945, and was finally moved to
the Pope County Museum grounds on July 19, 1971.

Lectionary Readings for October
October 4
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Proper 22
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
Psalm 19
Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46

October 11
Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Proper 23
Exodus 32:1-14
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23
Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 22:1-14

October 18
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost
Proper 24
Exodus 33:12-23
Psalm 99
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22

October 19
Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost
Proper 25
Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
Matthew 22:34-46

Lectionary Readings for November
November 1
All Saints
Revelation 7:9-17
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12

November 8
Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost
Proper 27
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Psalm 78:1-7
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

November 15
Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
Proper 28
Judges 4:1-7
Psalm 123
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

November 22
Last Sunday After Pentecost
Christ the King
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 100
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

November 29
First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 64:1-9
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18

October
Rachael Sinning
Gavin Doebbert
Fr. Charles Preble
Brad Parsons
Colin Parsons

November
Gordon Ziegelman

Anniversaries
Belvin & JoEllen Doebbert

David & Nancy Anderson

Remember in Your Prayers: (please take this list home
and use as a prayer list): All clergy serving Emmanuel - Bishop Brian - Bishop Elect, Craig Loya - Tom Jana & Charles - Hultstrand Family - Kathleen - Karen - Edith - Cleone - The Families of Dana Christenson & Patty Den Hartog - Belvin - Trappier - Linda - Laird Wendy - Jessie - Hunter - Tarz & Sandy Law Enforcement Officers - Military Personnel - Peace in the World - The Food
Shelf, volunteers & all who use it - Total Ministry Team - All
of those who are affected by the COVID19 virus and those
who are bravely on the front lines of service - Jason and Deb Guide us in the way of peace
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