
From Rev. Tom Sinning  

 

Advent was the right naming of the season when light and life are 

fading. Early Church fathers urged the faithful to set aside four 

weeks to fast, give alms, and pray, while waiting for the One who 

brings a new beginning. 

I hope it isn’t difficult to understand why Advent season is a re-

flection on darkness.  I’m not trying to be a curmudgeon, but 

once Thanksgiving is over, we in the United States rush headlong 

into the Christmas season. Yet Advent was once a time of wait-

ing, a time of hoping without knowing, a time of emptying so that 

we can be filled by the divine Presence. Even though we are in 

the throes of the pandemic, I hope you can use this time to allow 

the Advent darkness to do its work, as well.  

Not knowing or uncertainty is a kind of darkness that many peo-

ple find unbearable. Those who demand certainty out of life will 

insist on it even if it doesn’t fit the facts. Logic and truth have 

nothing to do with it. If you require certainty, you will surround 

yourself with your own conclusions and dismiss or ignore any 

evidence to the contrary. 

The very meaning of faith stands in stark contrast to this belief. 

We have to live in pride clearing humility before we can discover 

reality. In this liminal space, God gives us a spirit of searching, a 

desire for understanding. In some ways it’s like learning to “see 

in the dark.” We can’t be certain of what’s in front of us, but with 

some time and patience, our eyes adjust, and we can make the 

next right move. 

The Gospel doesn’t promise us black and white answers. If God 

wanted us to have irrefutable proof, the incarnation of Jesus 

would have been delayed until technology and science could con-

firm it. 

Scripture does not offer rational certitude. It offers us something 

much better, an entirely different way of knowing: an intimate 

relationship, a dark journey, a path where we must discover for 

ourselves that grace, love, mercy, and forgiveness are absolutely 

necessary for survival in this uncertain world. My hope is that 

your Advent journey may lead you and yours to discover the joyful reality of Christmas. 
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Thanksgiving service 

Zoom service 11-18-20  

 

Fr. Tom led us in prayer and we each shared 

what we are thankful for. We got a report 

from Ephraim and the Tooth Fairy, as well as 

an update from Olivia that the children in 

her class are behaving better.  It was a de-

light being together and sharing our thanks 

as a community. 

Zoom service 12-6-20  

We had our second Zoom service on December 6, the 

second Sunday in Advent. As she played her gui-

tar, Lauren Smythe sang two verses of O Come, O 

Come Emmanuel. Lauren’s cat stopped by to hear 

Fr. Fred’s sermon reminding us that despite the 

harsh realities of life - and especially what we 

are experiencing In 2020 - that God’s promise to 

us this Advent is that He is always with us. God 

With Us = Emmanuel. 

 

Zoom Services Continue 

Please join us on Sunday mornings at 10:30 as we worship via Zoom. If you 

are on our email list, you will receive a Zoom invite, along with the les-

sons and service booklet. You can also participate if you have Zoom down-

loaded by using the Meeting ID, 831 8994 6130  

 

So far, we will continue the Zoom worship services through December. An up-

date will be provided via email as decisions are made for the health of our 

members and the community. 

 

If you would like to participate via Zoom, but are not sure how to use it, 

please contact JoEllen or email or call the church and leave a message. We 

will get back to you! 

 

We look forward to ‘seeing’ you via video. 



The Season of Advent 
By Tim Johnson 

Noun 

1. A coming into place, view, or being; arrival: the advent of the holiday season. 

2. (Usually initial capital letter) the coming of Christ into the world. 

3. (Initial capital letter) the period beginning four Sundays before Christmas, observed in 

commemoration of the coming of Christ into the world. 

When attempting to think of a way to introduce the subject of this Season which begins the Cal-
endar of the Church year, it seemed fitting to begin with the above quote borrowed from Diction-
ary.com.  It gives a “down to the bones” explanation as to why we call this time of year by that 
name.   
 

The official origins of this season are somewhat enigmatic and there is no clearly defined 
“official beginning”.  Most likely it began with those living within monastic orders.  It might be 
better to say that it first officially came to be a fully recognized season of the Church Year some-
time in the 6th century.  As this season was being established, it originally ranged from three 
weeks to some Christians to five weeks to others.  The Western Church eventually settled on 
four weeks beginning either on the last Sunday in November or on the first Sunday in December.  
This is also gauged so that the Fourth Sunday in Advent is completed before Christmas Eve.   
 

The word “advent” is derived from the Latin word “Adventus” which, as the definition at the be-
ginning of this article states, means “coming” or “arrival” 
 

Advent is a season of hopeful anticipation of God becoming incarnate (human) and is, along 
with Lent, a penitential season during which we prepare for the Nativity of Christ.  In times past, 
Advent was observed as more of a joyful time with white altar linens and vestments.  Once it se-
gued into a time for penance, these colors were changed to purple or blue, which is what we see 
today.  However, we notice each year that there is a rose or pink colored candle on the Advent 
Wreath.  This is lit on “Gaudete Sunday”, the third Sunday in advent.  Even though the prayers 
remain of a penitential nature, the readings on this Sunday traditionally emphasis the joyful na-
ture of anticipating the arrival of Christ. 
 

As we observe this first season of the Church Year, please remember two things:  1. We do not 
sing nor say the word “Alleluia” during this time.  2. We sing the “Kyrie” in place of the 
“Gloria” during our Eucharistic Liturgy.  These two expressions return on Christmas Eve when 
we rejoice at the birth of Christ!  
 

May you all have a hopeful Advent Season along with some time to quietly meditate on the Mir-
acle of the Incarnation which we observe at Christmas!     
 

Sources: 
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/advent 
http://www.trinityhamilton.org/The%20Seasons%20of%20the%20Church%20Year.pdf 
http://www.churchyear.net/advent.html 

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/advent
http://www.trinityhamilton.org/The%20Seasons%20of%20the%20Church%20Year.pdf
http://www.churchyear.net/advent.html


 

 

 
 
 
 

The Season of Christmas 
By Tim Johnson  

The celebration of the Nativity of Jesus Christ is one of the seven principal feasts which appear 
in our Book of Common Prayer.  This occurrence is described in the Gospels of Saints Luke and 
Matthew.  In Christian theology, Christ’s birth is the divine will of God and its purpose was to 
save the world from sin.   
 
It is interesting that one of the most popular and widely celebrated seasons of the Church year is, 
in fact, the shortest.  This time, which lasts only 12 days, begins with Christmas Day on Decem-
ber 25th and ends on January 5th, the day before Epiphany (January 6th).    
 
Although we are still officially in the Season of Advent on December 24th, most of the liturgical 
celebrations of Christmas take place on Christmas Eve.  In fact, for many smaller, outlying par-
ishes such as our own, Christmas Eve is perhaps the only Service that we may have marking the 
event of Christ’s birth.  The origins of our “Eve” Services and festivities began with the celebra-
tion of a Midnight Mass as the clock would be ushering in the date of December 25th at that time.  
Some larger parishes continue this practice; however, for practical purposes, the time for cele-
brating the Nativity has been gradually moved to earlier in the evening or in the afternoon by 
many of our churches.   
 
As this is such a brief season, only one or two Sundays fall within this time of the Church Year 
depending upon where December 25th falls during the week on the secular calendar.  At Emman-
uel, we have the tradition of singing three to four carols prior to the Service in addition to those 
which appear during our liturgy on this day.  Many radio stations will switch to a Christmas mu-
sic format (airing both sacred and non-religious seasonal music) beginning on the Friday follow-
ing Thanksgiving and return to their “regular programing” on New Year’s Day.  However, this is 
very much a secular practice.  In reality, we have a very short-lived time in which to correctly 
enjoy these songs.  For the most part, it is not appropriate to sing them during Advent.  Even 
though a small number of them may find their way into the Season of Epiphany, they gradually 
fade away as that section of the Church Year progresses.  
 
Christmas is a time that many of us spend with family and loved ones celebrating the joy of this 
Season.  May you find a few moments for peaceful reflection over and thankfulness for the Mir-
acle of the Nativity.     
 
Sources: 
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/calendar-church-year 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/calendar-church-year
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus


The Season of Epiphany 
Definition of epiphany  
1 capitalized : January 6 observed as a church festival in commemoration of the coming of the Magi as the first 
manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles or in the Eastern Church in commemoration of the baptism of Christ  
2 : an appearance or manifestation especially of a divine being  
3a(1) : a usually sudden manifestation or perception of the essential nature or meaning of something  
(2) : an intuitive grasp of reality through something (such as an event) usually simple and striking  
(3) : an illuminating discovery, realization, or disclosure  
b : a revealing scene or moment  

 

Once the twelve days of Christmas come to a close each year, we begin the Season of Epiphany 
on January 6, the Day of Epiphany.  This day and season commemorate and celebrate the coming 
of the Magi following the birth of Christ.  In accordance with the description above, perhaps a 
better way to phrase this is to say that it remembers when Christ was manifested, or revealed to 
the Magi, as well as to the world.  Although our displays of the Nativity often show all of the 
company who eventually came to adore the Messiah . . . . The shepherds, the angels, the animals 
in the stable and the Magi or Three Kings . . . . The Magi did not appear on the specific day of the 
Nativity, but shortly thereafter.  Often, people will use January 5th, known as Twelfth Night, or the 
Day of Epiphany itself as a marker to take down Christmas decorations and to begin celebrating 
the coming of the Good News to all.  In our household, we ordinarily keep lights and decorations 
up through the 6th and take them down thereafter.  Although the Christmas Season has ended, the 
joyful spirit of the coming of Christ continues through Epiphany.  We continue to look back at this 
event and even for a time keep with the use of Christmas Carols.  Hymns appropriate to Epiphany 
as well as those which we recognize from the general Church Year gradually displace the Carols 
as the season progresses. 
The length of Epiphany varies each year, lasting four to nine weeks.  The duration of the season 
depends upon the date of Easter Sunday, which is one of the moveable Feasts in the Church calen-
dar.  If the day of Epiphany (January 6th) does not fall on a Sunday, it is celebrated either on the 
Sunday preceding or the Sunday following this date.  All depends upon the proximity (that is, 
how close is it) to the specific Sunday.  On the Sunday specified to recognize the Day of Epipha-
ny, the coming of the Magi is celebrated.  The following Sunday is the observance of the Baptism 
of our Lord.  Other Sundays include Gospels describing the wedding at Cana, the calling of the 
disciples, and various miracles, teachings, and works of Christ.  The final Sunday after the Epiph-
any which concludes this season is dedicated to the Transfiguration.  The season culminates with 
the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent.    
Many of the feasts and celebrations of the Christian Church have their origins with pagan reli-
gions.  Although it varied with different locations and different religions, the winter solstice was 
recognized on January 6th in certain places.  Early Christians chose to replace this festival with the 
manifestations (“epiphanies”) of Christ’s divinity.  It was originally called “The Feast of Lights” 
and the celebration of the sun was replaced with the celebrations of the Son of God.  
As with Advent and Christmas, Epiphany is yet one more time to reflect on the Miracle of the In-
carnation.  Now that the rush and celebrations of the two former seasons are completed for yet 
one more year, may you find time to experience your own epiphany and to contemplate on what 
this Season means to us as Christians and to our world.     
Sources: 
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/epiphany-season 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Epiphany 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/epiphany 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/magus
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/essential#h1
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/epiphany-season
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Epiphany
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/epiphany


 
January 3 

Second Sunday after Christmas 
 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 
Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 

or Luke 2:41-52 
or Matthew 2:1-12 
Psalm 84 or 84:1-8 

 
January 10 

First Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

Genesis 1:1-5 
Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11 

Psalm 29 

January 17 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20) 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

John 1:43-51 
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 

January 24 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Mark 1:14-20 
Psalm 62:6-14 

January 31 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Mark 1:21-28 
Psalm 111 

 

Lectionary Readings for January  

 
December 6 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Mark 1:1-8 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

 
December 13 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

John 1:6-8,19-28 
Psalm 126 

or Canticle 15 (or 3) 

December 20 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1:26-38 
Canticle 3 or Canticle 15 
or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

December 25 
Christmas Day 

 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14(15-20) 
Psalm 96 

 
December 27 

First Sunday after Christmas 
 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 

John 1:1-18 
Psalm 147 or 147:13-21 

Isaiah 62:6-12 
Titus 3:4-7 

Luke 2:(1-7)8-20 
Psalm 97 

Lectionary Readings for December   

Isaiah 52:7-10 
Hebrews 1:1-4,(5-12) 

John 1:1-14 
Psalm 98 



 

Remember in Your Prayers:  (please take this list home 
and use as a prayer list):  All clergy serving Emmanuel - Bish-
op Brian - Bishop Elect, Craig Loya - Tom - 
Jana & Charles - Hultstrand Family  - Kath-
leen - Karen -  Edith  -  Cleone - The Fami-
lies of Dana Christenson & Patty Den Har-
tog - Belvin - Trappier - Linda - Laird - 
Wendy - Jessie - Hunter - Tarz & Sandy - 
Law Enforcement Officers - Military Per-
sonnel - Peace in the World - The Food 
Shelf, volunteers & all who use it  - Total Ministry Team - All 
of those who are affected by the COVID19 virus and those 
who are bravely on the front lines of service - Jason and Deb - 
Guide us in the way of peace  

December 
Tom Sinning 
Heath Rutledge  
Ginger Rich 
Noel Rich 
 

January 
Billy Jo Rutledge 
Donna Ziegelman 
Linnae Hegg 
JoEllen Doebbert 
John Hull 
Mark Reicks 
Christian Schaper 
Flynn Bakkum-Byne 
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