
 
Prayers for Global Pandemic,  
created and offered at Washington National Cathedral 
 
O God, our refuge and strength, a very present help in trou-
ble; in this challenging and uncertain time of global pan-
demic and public health crisis, we come before you offering 
our prayers on behalf of those in need, the Church and the 
world. For the Church, that it may not grow weary of pro-
claiming the gospel of Christ and serve as beacon of hope 
to a suffering world. We pray for Michael, the Presiding 
Bishop, Craig our Bishop, and all who minister in your 
name. Lord, in your mercy,  
 
Hear our prayer.  
 
For all affected by coronavirus around the world. For the 
leaders of the nations that they may work together for the 
common good as the outbreak spreads. May barriers that 
divide be brought down that bonds of trust may be 
strengthened to benefit the entire human family.  Lord, in 
your mercy,  
 
Hear our prayer.  
 
Grant public health and government officials in our nation 
the strength and will to act swiftly and decisively, with wis-
dom and compassion in service to all. We pray especially 
for Joseph, President of the United States, the Congress, 
Governors, and elected officials in local municipalities. 
Lord, in your mercy,  
 
Hear our prayer.  
 
Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they have access to medical care and regain 
their strength and health; grant them your healing grace. Give strength to all who are car-
ing for loved ones. Lord, in your mercy,  
 
Hear our prayer. 
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For healthcare workers who, with hearts of service, stand on the front lines of 
providing care. Grant them courage and protection as they put the needs of public 
safety before their own. Lord, in your mercy,  
 
Hear our prayer.  
 
Remove the presence of fear and anxiety from our hearts, that confident in your 
providence we may be generous in sharing our resources. Lord, in your mercy,  
 
Hear our prayer.  
 
Grant that our churches and communities of faith may reflect your love, as they 
minister to the most vulnerable among us; fill them with your Holy Spirit as they 
work to be your healing hands and feet to all in need. Lord, in your mercy,  
 
Hear our prayer.  
 
For those who have already lost loved ones to the virus and those who will yet suf-
fer such loss, that they may know the consolation of your love. Lord, in your mercy,  
 
Hear our prayer.  
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and those whose faith is 
known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where 
there is no pain or grief, but life eternal. Lord, in your mercy,  
 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Concluding Collect: Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain 
and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are 
brought low; that we may find comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from 
your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



Take a look at the new book by our beloved supply priest, Stephen 
Schaitberger: Stands Before His People, a history on the life of Enmeg-
ahbowh, the first native missionary and priest to the Minnesota Episcopal 
church.  

"Schaitberger and Pickering draw out the wis-
dom of Enmegabowh and his contemporaries 
about how to speak uncomfortable truths, how 
to name injustice and intolerance, and how to 
lean into true reconciliation" 

Rt. Rev. Brian  Prior  9th Bishop of  the Episcopal Church in Minnesota 

Learn more and order the book here: 
https://www.standsbefore.com/  

Update on In-Person Services 

 

Your Vestry and ECMN approved Emmanuel’s plan to hold in-person services again beginning 
Palm Sunday. The written plan is available upon request. It includes many of the same precautions 
we instituted last fall when we met indoors for a few weeks - masking, social distancing except for 
family groups, sealed wafers for communion (no wine), no kneeling at the communion rail to re-
ceive Eucharist, no singing, only instrumental music, no coffee hour, no congregating downstairs. 
We will be taking precautions with the prayer books and bulletins, and with sanitizing door knobs 
and high touch areas. 
 
Although we will miss our coffee hour, it will be good to see you if you are able to worship with 
us. Of course, this is a personal decision and we will see you when you are comfortable. 
 
If the weather is nice, we will be able to chat outdoors while social distancing after services. 
 
 Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 

JoEllen Doebbert 

Sr. Warden 



Our last Zoom service on March 21, 2021 - so long as the lower virus posi-

tivity rates last! Thank you, Fr. Stephen Schaitberger, for preaching from 

Tempe, AZ! We have been so blessed during the pandemic to have the Zoom 

technology to keep us connected. 

He is Risen! The Lord is risen indeed! It was wonderful to celebrate Easter in 

person this year! 



Phishing Emails  
Many of us have received emails that seem to be coming from leaders of our churches or from 

leaders in ECMN that seem off. Maybe they’re asking you to send them money, maybe they’re 

asking you to reach out to them urgently, but the text in the message is misspelled.  These 

types of emails are called email-based impersonation, and are a form of phishing utilized by 

cybercriminals to get access to your information, or to influence you to send money.  

When you look closely, there are telltale indications that these messages aren’t truly from the 

leaders we think they are, but are examples of Phishing. 

“Phishing is the fraudulent attempt to obtain sensitive information such as usernames, pass-
words and credit card details by disguising oneself as a trustworthy entity in an electronic com-
munication.  Typically carried out by email spoofing or instant messaging, it often directs users 
to enter personal information at a fake website which matches the look and feel of the legiti-
mate site. 

There is no way to stop these scams from occurring. However, with some vigilance and a list 

of things to look for, you can keep yourself and your data safe.  

Here are a few things to look for to determine if a message is, indeed, fraudulent:  

The return email address: the email sending the message is often something 
like bishop@gmail.com or the.rt.rev.craiglowa@gmail.com. They might look semi-plausible, 
but aren’t the actual email of the individual being impersonated. You can expect any email 
coming from ECMN to come from an account using the domain @episcopalmn.org or 
@ecmn.org 

 The message: phishing emails often address the recipient as ‘dear friend’ or ‘hello’ but 

don’t list you or your name in the message. 

 Grammatical errors: phishing emails often have strange grammatical errors or use lan-

guage, phrases and content that seem out of character for the individual being impersonated.  

Here’s what to do if you think you’ve received a phishing email: 

 Don’t open any attachments  

 Don’t click on links 

 If you can, report the email as phishing or spam 



 
May 2 

Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 

Acts 8:26-40 
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 

Psalm 22:24-30 

 
May 9 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 10:44-48 
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17 

Psalm 98 

May 16 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
1 John 5:9-13 
John 17:6-19 

Psalm 1 

May 23 
Day of Pentecost  

Whitsunday 
 

Acts 2:1-21 
or Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Romans 8:22-27 

or Acts 2:1-21 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

Psalm 104:25-35, 37 

May 30 
First Sunday After Pentecost 

Trinity Sunday 
 

Isaiah 6:1-8 
Romans 8:12-17 

John 3:1-17 
Psalm 29 

or Canticle 13 (or Canticle 2) 

 

Lectionary Readings for May 

 
April 4 

Easter Day 
 

Acts 10:34-43 
or Isaiah 25:6-9 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
or Acts 10:34-43 

John 20:1-18 
or Mark 16:1-8 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

 
April 11 

Second Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 4:32-35 
1 John 1:1-2:2 
John 20:19-31 

Psalm 133 

April 18 
Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Acts 3:12-19 
1 John 3:1-7 

Luke 24:36b-48 
Psalm 4 

April 25 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

Acts 4:5-12 
1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 

Psalm 23 

Lectionary Readings for April  



 

Remember in Your Prayers:  (please take this list home 
and use as a prayer list):  All clergy serving Emmanuel - Bish-
op Brian - Bishop Elect, Craig Loya - Tom - 
Jana & Charles - Hultstrand Family  - Kath-
leen - Karen -  Edith  -  Cleone - The Fami-
lies of Dana Christenson & Patty Den Har-
tog - Belvin - Trappier - Linda - Laird - 
Wendy - Jessie - Hunter - Tarz & Sandy - 
Law Enforcement Officers - Military Per-
sonnel - Peace in the World - The Food 
Shelf, volunteers & all who use it  - Total Ministry Team - All 
of those who are affected by the COVID19 virus and those 
who are bravely on the front lines of service - Jason and Deb - 
Guide us in the way of peace  

Anniversaries 
Mike & Amanda Baas 
Mark & Karen Reicks 

April 
Trappier Botz 
Karen Reicks 
Verlie Botz 
Belvin Doebbert 

May 
Mary Lu Rich 
Laird Barber 
Cleone Sherman 
Debbie Rocks 



Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
P O Box 231 
Alexandria, MN 56308 
 
 
Address service requested 


