
I love June: Meditation for June by Canon Missioner 
Steve Schaitberger 
 
June is the month of explosive growth in the north. The forest 
turns green with lush vegetation. Most animals have given birth 
and are busy nurturing their young through the fast paced growth 
spurts of June. The bucks are in the velvet; which means that they 
are growing new antlers. All the birds have returned. Their songs 
and activities start early and end late in a mind blowing explosion 
of action. If you look closely this is the month the little loons are 
on the adult backs. That works for humans also. 
 
Matthew 6:26: “Behold the birds of the air they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into barns yet your heavenly Father feeds them”. 
How true it is and yet how active the birds flit from seed to nest 
to participate fully in the grace of abundance that God has pro-
vided for them and their young. And how they sing while they 
work. It should be a parable to us who may be burdened with our 
ministries that demand so much time and energy. I wonder if we 
sing enough while we work in the lord’s abundant fields. I won-
der if we realize how much we are fed and how much we are 
growing. I know we sometimes complain about others not doing 
their part as if they are getting off easy and not sharing the awe-
some burdens of Church life. June is the month where growth 
should remind us that ministry is much joy to which the burden 
cannot compare. 
 
June is the month for swimming at the beach or the swimming 
hole. In my youth we had a neighborhood swimming hole. Purga-
tory Creek ran though a lime stone gully about a quarter mile 
from my house. An eddy near a huge rock had hollowed out a 
five foot deep pool about the size of a small hot tub. Conditions 
were just right to build a swing which swayed from one side of 
the bank to the other. If you swung just right you could let go and 
drop into the swimming hole. There were no life guards. No parents. No beach fees. We were as 
free as the current. One day it happened. I misgauged the drop and fell on the rock breaking my 
right wrist. I wore a cast for the rest of the summer. Because of that break I spent the summer us-
ing my left hand. As a result I play a mean game of ping pong with either hand. I learned to drib-
ble and shoot the basketball with the left hand. Growth, pain, and joy are often mixed into a won-
drous tapestry. I’ll try to remember that the next time a June thunderstorm approaches and my 
right wrist becomes a weather predictor. 
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The first fruits of June are strawberries. Cool mornings found the kids of our area leafing 
through dew draped foliage for those elusive berries. There we were dreaming we’d get 
rich picking berries. Rows were assigned at random and rarely was anyone truly happy 
with their row. The temptation was to get through as fast as possible and get the big ones so 
you could get to another row. We picked at the Hill Farm which was so named because it 
was owned by Mr. and Mrs. Hill, if I ever knew their first names I have forgotten. Their 
reputation was not built on first name, sociable employee relationships. Mrs Hill was the 
ayatollah of the berry patch. She inspected every carrier to see that there were sufficient 
berries that were ripe and uncrushed. She also checked on whether the quarts were indeed 
filled with berries rather than straw or leaves. We pickers were not above such tactics. She 
kept the running total of carriers picked and at the end of the day told Mr. Hill how much 
we were to be paid. She rewarded good pickers with bonuses and penalized poor ones with 
deductions. She also ordered us to return to our row because we must have missed the 
smaller ripe berries. She’d say, “Don’t just pick the big ones, the little ones taste better.” I 
feel so blessed to be serving with the small congregations of the north. In a world that is fo-
cusing on big at nearly every turn much of our ministry could take inspiration from the ber-
ry patch where we learned not to overlook the vitality of small. Blessings on your June. 
 
Stephen Schaitberger 



 

 

 

 

Join us on Sunday, June 20 as we celebrate the re-

lease of parishioner Lauren Smythe’s first single, 

the Great Unknown. Following church, we will play 

her song and celebrate over coffee hour outside un-

der the portico. 

Gospel-based Discipleship Wednesday Evenings Over Zoom 
 

Join us on Wednesday evenings at 5:30 pm for fellowship and study as we read the week’s 
Gospel using the spiritual practice known as Gospel-based Discipleship.  Our first session will 
be Wednesday, June 9th. A general email Zoom invite will be sent out with instructions and 
readings. Or contact JoEllen Doebbert directly. No advance preparation required! Hope you 
can join us whenever you are able. 

Scholarships available: Episcopal summer camp 
 

ECMN is offering scholarships for families wishing to send their kids to summer camp. Em-
manuel will also contribute to the cost to ensure that every child in our parish who wants to go 
to camp this year can go. Visit the ECMN website or contact JoEllen for details! 

Holy Eucharist 
Every Sunday - 10:30 a.m. 
 

We are still being careful to follow appropriate Covid-19 safety procedures.  Masks and hand 
sanitizer are available.   We do not share books, and we do not hug when sharing the peace.    
Individually wrapped communion wine and wafers are being used.  
We have resumed "coffee hour" after the service with some revisions such as having bottled 
water and prepackaged treats.  We visit outside in our lovely churchyard. 
 
Join us this Sunday for the service and the social gathering.   





 
July 4 

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

 

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 
Psalm 48 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
Mark 6:1-13  

 
July 11 

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

 

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 
Psalm 24 

Ephesians 1:3-14 
Mark 6:14-29  

July 18 
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 

 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a 
Psalm 89:20-37 

Ephesians 2:11-22 
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56  

July 25 
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 

 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 
Psalm 14 

Ephesians 3:14-21 
John 6:1-21  

Lectionary Readings for July 

 
June 6 

Second Sunday After Pentecost 

 

1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20, 
(11:14-15) 
Psalm 138 

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
Mark 3:20-35  

 
June 13 

Third Sunday After Pentecost 

 

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 
Psalm 20 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10,[11-13],14-17 
Mark 4:26-34  

June 20 
Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

1 Samuel 17: (1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49 
Psalm 9:9-20 

or 
1 Samuel 17:57-18:5, 10-16 

Psalm 133 
 

2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Mark 4:35-41  

June 27 
Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 

 

2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 
Psalm 130 

2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
Mark 5:21-43  

Lectionary Readings for June  



 

Remember in Your Prayers:  (please take this list home 
and use as a prayer list):  All clergy serving Emmanuel - Bish-
op Craig Loya - Tom - Jana & Charles - 
Hultstrand Family  - Kathleen - Randy & 
Kay -  Edith  -  Cleone - The Families of Da-
na Christenson & Patty Den Hartog - Belvin 
- Trappier - Linda - Laird - Wendy - Jessie - 
Hunter - Tarz & Sandy - Law Enforcement 
Officers - Military Personnel - Peace in the 
World - The Food Shelf, volunteers & all 
who use it  - Total Ministry Team - All of those who are affect-
ed by the COVID19 virus and those who are bravely on the 
front lines of service - Jason and Deb - Guide us in the way of 
peace  

Anniversaries 
Charles & Jana Preble 

Verlie and Jason Sinning 
 

June 
Connor Doebbert 
Hunter Baas 
Josh Sinning 
Kitana Grimmer 
Justin Madsen 

Sandy Embry 
Autumn Botz 

July 
Alison Derby 
Ann Hultstrand 
Jeweliana Rutledge 
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