
 

February Meditation 
 

“Beloved Community” 
Let us love one another, for love comes from God. 1 John 4:7 

 
I cannot believe it is almost February! John and I are still 

putting away Christmas decorations, but here it comes!   
Several special dates come to mind when I think about the 
month of February: (I list these by chronological date, not im-
portance.) February 2nd is Groundhog’s Day, February 7th is our 
middle daughter Niki’s birthday, February 14th is Valentine’s 
Day, the 3rd Monday of the month celebrates Presidents Day, 
and depending on the church calendar…Ash Wednesday often 
occurs in February. This year, St. Valentine’s Day and Ash 
Wednesday actually fall on the same day, the 14th of February! 
It seems to me that the one thing these special occasions have 
in common is…LOVE.  

 
Here in Minnesota, we love the changing seasons… even 

winter, yet we are anxiously awaiting the coming of spring and 
summer. We all love our family celebrations, and they are al-
ways best shared with those we love! The legend of St. Valen-
tine has come to mean a special day of showing others love 
and affection and celebrating romantic love. Our celebration of 
Presidents Day reflects our love of country, and our respect for 
those who have helped us keep our principles of freedom: Life, 
Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness. And as Christians, Ash 
Wednesday (the beginning of Lent) has always been a time of 
turning inward and reflecting for 40 days upon our love of God 
and how we might better love and serve our Lord.  

 
Each Year the Episcopal Church in Minnesota has adopt-

ed a theme for Mission and Ministry and for 2018 the theme is 
“Are You Becoming #Beloved Community?”  This grows out 
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of the ministry of the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King’s dream of becoming a “Beloved Community.” Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry has also adopted this as the theme for the 79th ECUSA General Convention this coming July 
in Austin ,Texas. The Presiding Bishop writes, “We are the Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement…This isn’t a 
new program, a catchy new slogan, or even a new idea. Rather it is to claim or reclaim the deepest origins of who 
we are as baptized disciples and followers of Jesus in the Anglican Episcopal Way…In the 1st Century, Jesus of 
Nazareth inspired a movement…whose goal was changing the world…into something closer to God’s dream…the 
Kingdom, the Reign of God.” 

 
As members of the Episcopal Church in Minnesota, we are all called to reflect during 
Lent about how we can help become the Beloved Community, growing in our ability to 
be more loving, and liberating, and reconciling, and creating life-giving relationship. We 
are called to be the Human Family of God. We are called to become the Beloved Com-
munity. We are to live the love that Jesus Christ taught us. Jesus said, “This is my 
commandment; love one another as I have loved you. There is no greater love than this; 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  

John 15:12-13 
Love like Jesus, Give like Jesus, Forgive like J esus, Do Justice, Love Mercy, Walk 
Humbly with God. Just like Jesus. 
 

~ The Rev. Dana Emery+ 
 

Senior Warden Report 
February, 2018 

 
The Annual Meeting to chart Emmanuel’s course for 2018 has just ended approximately an hour prior to my writ-
ing this.  Although we are still in need for someone to serve as Senior Warden, we are otherwise in a good place 
with regard to a 2018 Vestry.   
 

Our new Vestry is as follows:   
 John Hull, Junior Warden (’20) 
 Karen Reicks, Treasurer (’20) 
 Vestry Positions:  
 Rachael Sinning (’19) 
 Verlie Sinning (’19) 
 Mark Reicks (’19) 
 Farren Morical (’20) 
 Sheila Stanton (’20) 
 Karen Reicks (’21) 
 John Hull (’21) 
 

Our Delegate to the Diocesan Convention is JoEllen Doebbert and our Alternate is Belvin Doebbert.   
 

The proposed Budget for 2018 balanced and was approved with some minor changes.  As of this time, we are more 
or less “in the black” with our finances!   
 

We’re also looking forward to Tom’s Ordination to the Priesthood this coming June!   Further announcements re-
garding plans for this event will be made as we get closer to that time.     
 

We will be continuing with many of our long-time events and projects such as the Salad Supper in May and the 
Thanksgiving feast in November.  Also, more recent projects will continue this next year such as work on our Me-
morial Garden and upgrades to our Narthex.  Overall, 2018 will provide many great opportunities to become in-
volved!  
 

As this year’s Annual Meeting ended, so did the Senior Warden term that Sheila and I have filled for the past two 
years.  We both began rather “green” to this role and sort of learned as we went.  Thanks to Karen for all of the help 
and guidance she gave us during this time!  And huge thanks to Sheila for sharing this role with me!  We are look-
ing forward to spending more time with special projects these next months.  Thank you for your patience and sup-
port during our time as your Senior Wardens!   
 

See you in church!! 
Tim Johnson, Co-Senior Warden   



 
February 4 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany  
 

Isaiah 40:21-31 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

Mark 1:29-39 
Psalm 147:1-12, 21c 

 
February 11 

Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

2 Kings 2:1-12 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Mark 9:2-9 
Psalm 50:1-6  

 
February 14 

Ash Wednesday  
 

Joel 2:1-2,12-17 
or Isaiah 58:1-12 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 

Psalm 103 or 103:8-14 

 
February 18 

First Sunday in Lent 
 

Genesis 9:8-17 
1 Peter 3:18-22 

Mark 1:9-15 
Psalm 25:1-9 

 
February 25 

Second Sunday in Lent  
 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Romans 4:13-25 

Mark 8:31-38 
Psalm 22:22-30 

 

Position 
February 4 February 11 February 14 February 18 February 25 

   Morning Prayer 
6:00 PM 

Ash Wednesday    

Priest Fred Nairn 
Belvin & JoEllen 

Doebbert Tom Sinning Kathleen Galvin Randy Welsand 

Organist Laurie Krueger Laurie Krueger  JoNette Brogaard Nancy Anderson  

Lector 1 Mark Reicks Tim Johnson  Karen Reicks John Hull Tim Johnson 

Lector 2 Karen Reicks John Hull Mark Reicks Farren Morical Farren Morical 

Altar Karen Reicks Tim Johnson Karen Reicks Karen Reicks Tim Johnson  

S School Verlie &     

Coffee Tom Sinning Doebberts  Karen Reicks Tim Johnson 

 
Remember in Your Prayers: All clergy serving Em-
manuel - Bishop Brian - Tom - Jana & 
Charles - Kathleen - Don & Ann – 
Edith - Al –- Linda  - John - Laird – 
Wendy – Jessie – Dillon – Dana – 
Simeon - Hunter - Mike & Lana - Cle-
one - The Doebbert Family - Total 
Ministry Team  - Law Enforcement 
Officers - Military Personnel - Peace in 
the World - The Food Shelf, volunteers & all who use 
it  - Heartland Girls Ranch  - Everyone affected by re-
cent storms and wildfires.  

Lectionary Readings for February   

February Birthdays  
 

Dyanne Parsons        Edith Kelly  
 Mary Ann Maameri 
 

Anniversaries 
 

Tarz & Sandy Embry 
Gordon & Donna Ziegelman 

Donald & Ann Hultstrand 
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